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CHAPTEE I 

AERR^AL IN INDIA 
DECEinjER 2, 1884, TO JA^^Anr 29, 1SS5 

Aden Tuesday, Deccmhei 2nd, 1884 — We have had a 
delightful day, and, although I feel lathei tued, I wiU try 
to give you some account of it now, foi , should the weather 
^])e had to-moiiow, I might be unable to wiite. To-day it 
has been peifect, blight and waim enough, but witli a 
flesh "^md, so that the much -abused Aden was at its best, 
and we have come awaj" with the Inghest opinion of its 
charms 

Diiectly aftci bieakfast we came on deck to admire 
the beautiful locks lliat aic Imown by the name of Little 
Aden. They aie islands, barren-looking, but carved by 
lolcanic convulsions into the most wonderful shajics; 
they rise straight out of the giccn sea into high iiecdlc‘5, 
or curve awa}* from the sand;\ shoie so as to form caics 
and ba3'S, then colouring isiancd and beautiful, purple 
and red, vitha gieeni«h tinge sometimes, winch docs not 

\OL I. B ' 
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appear to be the result of vegetation This place does 
not look fit for human habitation, but there are mid 
Arabs upon it and it la used by Aden itself as a sort of 
convict settlement 

Aden has the beauty of form and colour It is abso- 
lutely barren but nothing could be more lovely than it 
looked to-day as vre approached it 

As soon as we hove m eight the Viceroy’s flag was 
hauled up for the first tune the Captam breakmg it 
himself and as we anchored, the thirty-one guns which 
are now D 0 due were fi ed from the various batteries 
ashore. 

Our ship was soon surrounded by funny httle brown 
boys m small dug-out canoes of the same colour as them 
selves. These httle Greatures paddle ab^ut m the most 
fearless way they come qmte up to the still moving 
steamer first one side then the other call to the 
passengers Have a dive, Give a dive, bail out the water 
with their hands as they speak jump m headlong after 
any com that is thrown them and catch it long before 
it reaches the bottom Many of them dye their hair 
yellow which has a cunoua effect and a httle rag round 
their waists is all their clothmg so I wonder where they 
keep the money they pick up — certainly not m the boat 
which 13 often upset. One of the boys had his leg taken 
off some time ago by a Bock cod but be still phes his 
trade and is said not so maoh to feel the loss of bis leg 
as the mgrnhtude of the cod who had often met him 
under water and who ought to have hod a friendly 
feeling for him 

The Bcsidcait General Blair Mrs and MissfBlair 
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and a numbei of officeiB came on boaid, and we soon 
went ashoie with them. We passed two of oui men- 
of-wai and a Fienchman, all dressed with flags, and 
on the Enghsh ships the men manned the yaids — 
always a pietty sight. We landed undei an awnmg orna- 
mented with flags and with gieen reeds which had been 
bi ought thuty miles on camels foi the pin pose Heie 
we found the dignitaries of the place, soldieis, natives, 
and guaids of honoiu — one was formed by the Enghsh 
regiment here (the 40th). Next to them were the ‘Aden 
Tioop,’ most pictuiesque-lookmg men, mounted on white 
hoises, wearing red tmbans and white uniforms When 
D drove away they rode by him with drawn swords 
Theie were also some native mfantiy tioops at the 
landmg-place Here we separated 

D started on a long drive to see the Tanks and the 
j)lace generally, and we ladies went at once to the Eesi- 
dent’s house It is a chaimmg one, but what volumes 
It speaks for the climate * It ishteiaUy a roof supported 
by pillars, with wooden latticework between them, even 
the bedrooms bemg on the horse-box pimciple, with the 
air blowmg about, around, above and below, m every 
duection Geitamly m a hot chmate you must give up 
youi prejudice agamst draughts. 

To-day it was delightful m this summer-house, 
the room lookmg hke a gigantic balcony, but there are 
drawbacks to this open-air existence, for sometimes there 
are sand-storms, and the sand blows m and covers uj) 
everything m the most hopeless way. It is almost 
impossible to make any plant grow even mdoois, for, 
as yod may perceive fiom my description of the house, 
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there is very Lttle difference between indoors and out of 
doors and the hot wind reaches everywhere 

"When the gentlemen came back we were given a big 
Innoh, for abont thirty people and after it D had a 
httle business to do and it was five before we came 
on board our ship again. Then we said good night to 
the Blairs who hod been most kmd to us and stood on 
deck to see all those splendid rocks and serrated peaks 
against the Betting sun 

I must not forget to say that there was another 
native regiment up at the Besidency whose band 
played during lunch. They were the 4th Bombay Rifles 
and were dreesed like our Rifle regiments but wore 
black turbans 

Bombay DeoemUr Sth — I wish it were possible for 
me to give you even a famt idea of the splendour of 
the landing at Bombay but it was such a magnificent 
Bight that it Beems almost uselees to try to describe itx 
I beheve that we ahall never even m India, Bee anythmg 
to compare with it agom bo*I must do the beet I can m 
the way of putting my impressions upon paper The 
Tatmama anchored at ii aji but os we were not to 
land tDl 4.30 we remamod qmetly wotchmg the depar 
ture of the other passengers and admiring the splendid 
harbour m which wo found ourselves It was extremely 
amusing to see the crowds of boats alongside full of 
various coloured people on various busmees of oipce 
tant husbands come out to meet the grass widows who 
have travelled with us messengers with letters for persons 
on board, natives vainly trying to get up the Bidcc tbo 
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police, in biiglit yellow caps, tiying to keep oidei , noise 
and bustle everywbeie ' 

Sn James Feigusson came on boaid to see us and to 
let us know all the ariangements made. There was one 
very sad thmg to mar the day. Mi Balfoui got a telegram 
telhng him of his mother’s death He seemed to be 
devoted to her, and is very unhappy, so it is veiy haid 
upon him to be amongst compaiative stiangeis, and m 
iihe nudst of so much gaiety 

After lunch we rested a httle, and then, airaymg our- 
selves m our best, awaited the arrival of the Admiral, 
Sir W. Hewett, and Captam Eitchie (Secietaiy to the 
Bombay Government), who came to fetch us off As we 
left the ship the Lascars manned the yards, and a loaimg 
salute fi om the three men-of-wai began to thunder foith. 
Everything looked beautiful m the bright sunshme — the 
ships dressed and the yards manned, the white smoke cuil- 
mg about them, the quantities of yachts, boats, and other 
"Vessels, and then the brilhantly clothed natives squatting 
on the quay. The^ steps down to the water were covered 
with scarlet cloth, and at the top of them we found the 
pro min ent peisonages who had come to meet the new 
Viceroy, they also addmg to the mass of colour with their 
umfoims Turnmg to the light, the scarlet cloth was laid 
down for a couple of hundred yards, with an arch at 
each end, and tropical plants on either side showed off 
their green leaves agamst the carpet and the scarlet 
balustrade behmd them, when we had advanced a few 
steps down this path we stopped to have the address read 
and answered 

Sir J Feigusson" stood behmd D and I close to him 
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the Staff at one side The address -wafl readTiy a Parsee, 
and there mis a group of natives round him 

When thifl \raa over D and I and Sir James 'walked 
through the second arch and got mto the carnages 
My heart leapt mto my mouth for a moment when I 
saw the four horses m combination with the crowds 
and the noise but I will tell you now that I soon got 
over my nervouaness and was not the least frightened 
during the drive. Some of the A.D C b went first m 
a sort of wagonette then Nelly Rachel and I, with 
Captain Dean Sir James Fergusson s lEhtary Secre- 
tary went next, and then followed the two Governors 
Between and about the carnages were mounted native 
soldiers 

And now comee the difficult moment to desonhe but 
I must appeal to your rmagmatinn to fill m the details 
of the scene Fancy a dnve of five miles through a town 
m the first jxvrt some very fine huildingB end large housea, 
occasionally an open space or a short bit of avenue -with 
fine trees and then a long baiaar or native town with 
ounons old houses and strange bolcomes and then fill 
the whole — the streets the 'wmdows the rows and rows 
of balcomes the trees the tope of carnages — with a 
teeming crowd almost every mdindual of which is a 
study In himself natives of every shape and colour 
dresses of the most bnOiant hues httle children clothed 
ID the ■whole nunbow and with a large nose-nng added 
to that children clothed in nothing at nil and parents 
with the nearest approach to nothing at all that I over 
saw before one wmdow filled with ladies drapod m 
brillmnt stuflj, and n little further »n four or five ‘naked 
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l)0(lics clccointing anotbei ^\in(^o^\ , and \\hcn you can’t 
imagme an} luoic, add the the miles of clioeimg and 
llic e\ci-ieciniing bands sending fortli'God sa^c tbe 
Queen ’ tbe liandlvei chiefs ^\avlng, and all tbe mci- 
dents of a cio\\d — m fact, put life into tbe masses of 
coloiii youi imagination 1 ms biougbt befoie you, and 
say if it Mas not an e\citmg scene ' 

Tbe Go\ eminent House m as once a Jesuit monasteiy , 
it is very piettv and cuiious — laigc 100ms, ivide staii- 
cases, but, oli deal ’ it’s \eiy cold ' Nom I really did 
expect to be A^alm at Bomba}, but tbe temperature 
actuall} IS cool. In England it would be nice and 
pleasant, but tbeie }Ou don’t Ine m a room m which 
tbe walls aic cut up into aicbcs openmg on to laige 
corridois vbeie all tbe windows aie wide open, and 
you would soonei die than sit in (not one, but) twenty 
diaugbts at a time , and jou don’t dine m a 100m which 
seems to ha^e no side-wall at all , and you don’t expect 
=^0 find that youi bedroom has foui very laige wmdows 
and thiee doois, all wide open at once , but that is what 
you do'find heie 

T^Tien we 1 cached Paiell we w^eie received by Miss 
Eergnsson and by Mis Dean, the wife of the Mihtaiy 
Secietaiy. Aftei some tea (veiy neaily m the open an 
and ceitamly m many diaughts) we went out to look at 
the gaiden It is left as the monks laid it out, and is 
veiy pietty, theie aie some palms that I nevei saw 
befoie, the top of the stiaight baie stem bemg like a 
laige flat fan While we weie walking through the 
gaiden the electiic hght illummated it I then went up 
to m^^ any bedioom, and found thiee new ayahs ai lived 
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the Staff at one Bide The addreee ivaa readTiy a Parsee, 
and there ttbs a group of natiyes round him 

"When thiH iraa over D and I and Sir James Tvalked 
through the second arch and got into the carnages 
My heart leapt into my month for a moment when I 
saw the four horses m combination with the crowds 
and the noise but I will tell you now that I soon got 
over my nervousness and was not the least frightened 
during the dnve Some of the A.P C j went first m 
a sort of wagonette then NeDy Eaohel and I, with 
Captam Dean Sir James Fergusson s Mihtary Secre- 
tary went next and then followed the two Governors 
Between and about the oamagee were mounted native 
soldiers 

And now comes the difiloolt moment to desenbe but 
I must appeal to your nnegmafaon to fill m the details 
of the ecene Fancy a dnve of five milec through a town 
in the first part some very fine buildings and large houses 
occaflionally an open space or a short bit of avenue with 
fine trees and then a long baxaar or native town with 
cunous old houses and strange balconies and then fill 
the whole — the streets the wmdows the rows and rows 
ofbelcomes the trees the tops of carnages — with a 
teemmg crowd almost every mdindual of which is a 
study m himself natives of e^ry shape and colour 
dresses of the most brilhant hues httle children clothed 
m the whole nunbow and with a largo noee-nng added 
to that children clothed m nothmg at all and parents 
with the nearest approach to nothing at all that I over 
saw before one window filled with ladies draped m 
Iirilbont stuffs and a little further «n four or five*Daked 
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])odics dccoifltmg nnodioi ■^^Jndo^^ , and when you can’t 
imagine ain moic, add the fnc miles of cheeimg and 
the e\ci-iecmiing bands sending foitli‘God sa\o the 
Queen/ the handkerchiefs ^^aTlng, and all the mci- 
denls of a croA\d — 111 fact, put life into the masses of 
coloui 30111 imagination has brought befoic 3^011, and 
sa3* if it Mas not an exciting scene ’ 

The Go\cinmcnt House Mas once a Jesmt monasteiy ; 
it is xeiy piett3* and ciuious — laige looms, Made stair- 
cases, but, oh dear' it’s \ei3’' cold ' Now I leally did 
expect to be Maim at Bombay', but the tempeiature 
actually is cool. In England it would be nice and 
pleasant, but theie 3'ou don’t live m a loom m which 
the walls aie cut up into aiches openmg on to large 
con idol 8 Mheie all the windows aie wide open; and 
you would soonei die than sit in (not one, but) twenty 
draughts at a time , and 3'ou don’t dine in a 100m which 
seems to ha^e no side-Mall at all , and you don’t expect 
=»to find that yom* bedroom has foui veiy large wmdows 
and tlnee doois, all wide open at once , but that is what 
you do* find heie 

When we leached PaieU we weie leceived by Miss 
Feigusson and by Mis. Dean, the wife of the Mihtaiy 
Secretary. Aftei some tea (very neaily m the open air 
and ceitamly m many draughts) we went out to look at 
the gaiden. It is left as the monks laid it out, and is 
veiy pietty; there aie some palms that I never saw 
befoie, the top of the straight baie stem bemg hke a 
large flat fan While we were waUong through the 
gaiden the electric hght illuminated it I then went 'up 
to my airy bedioorni, and found three new ayahs arrived 
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from Oftltjntta — one for Eaohel and one ibr each of 
our maids* I was amnsed to see ihe gently moving 
ayah following the flobre Blaokwell about like a shadow 
and I began to hope my Hindnstam wOnld make great 
progress, but the ayah is banished at any rate from 
my room while the girls will get on fast with th^ 
languages 

There were twenty at dinner mostly Staff I sat 
between Bii James and General Hardmge "When I told 
the latter who Baohel was he told me a funny story 
about her grandmother the Queen of Beauty (Bucheas 
of Somerset) She had a httia Japanese dog and she 
went on© day with it to the Zoo the man at the door 
stopped her saying Ko do^ allowed zm at which she 
looked at him scornfully and said in iragie tonee Jdan 
it 18 not a dog, it s a bird I 

Tuesday gtk — At g 30 there were prayers, and then 
we breakfasted m the verandah dining room which 
m the mommg was delightful, and after that we were 
photographed m a group The number of fn^tfol 
cancatures of us whi<^ is being called into enstenca 
IS fearful for we never move anywhere that we don t see 
a photographer pomting at us frxmi the top of 0 carnage, 
or from some unexpected vantage ground 

"We next vunted all the horses end then came in to 
write letters till lunch. I trns warm and comfortable all 
the day and felt no draughts At four His Excellency 
laid a foundation stone and m the ovening Sir James 
had a groat dinner and a party for us and wc all put on 
nor Tory best — I my Order and diamonds and Ndl/hors, t 
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and D bis unifoim, tl*c I Iilie Sii Jamos yciy much, 
and found the dinnei very pleasant 

The leception "was a little fatigumg, 600 people came, 
and we stood on a golden caipet and shook hands with 
all the ladies and bowed to all the gentlemen There 
were many natives, and then di esses aie veiy handsome 
The Paisee ladies look veiy nice, and weai most beautiful 
colouis 

I stayed foi about half-an-houi after the piesenta- 
tions were over, and then slipped away, as we have an 
early function to-moiiow. 

Wednesday, loih — I must close this letter before 
lunch to-day, but I shall have time to tell you of oui 
domgs this moimng D was to open a Hospital for 
Sick Ammals at 8 30 a 3r , and as I heaid many native 
ladies would be there, I settled to go too When we 
arrived at the place we found an enoimous awnmg 
spread, under whrch all the people were srttmg, and as 
there were flags and colours about it, and rows of Paisee 
ladies and native men seated under it, it all looked very 
gay and chaimmg m the sunny fresh mommg 

A httle history of the charity was read first. It is a 
branch of a ‘ Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Oigamsa- 
tion,’ the idea bemg that instead of fining a poor man for 
lU-treatmg his buUocks, and thus almost necessitatmg his 
workmg them still harder, it would be better to provide 
V a place where the unfortunate ammals could be cured, 
and, aided by some rich citizens, this Hospital and a 
Vetermaiy College have been started After the usual 
speeches we were conducted to one of the ‘ Hospital 
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Tvards and there Tva saTV a cnnons Brahnun ceremonial 
eggB and cocoanuts ■n’ere broken on the floor and the 
posts and lintels of the doors were smeared with egg 
oil and some other stnflL Then great trays of flowers 
were brought and the chief man — the host in feet — takmg 
a large wreath or necklace of jessamine and rosea put it 
over His EiceUency’a head handed him a bouquet and 
sprinkled it with rosewater he adorned me m the 
same way then Sir James, and then NeJiy who wished 
to sink mto the ground on the spot and then the host 
himself was thus decorated Baohel too had her neok 
lace and bouquet The wreaths are beautifally made and 
are better described as ropes of flowers each flower is tied 
separately to the next one and a few silver threads are 
mixed They are really very pretty the bouquets are 
a stiff shape with some tinsel m the centre. Ton may 
imagme how odd the gentlemen looked in their frock 
coats and garlands of flowers. 

I have told you about the early part of this day arid 
must now tell you how hard we worked durmg the after 
noon 

"We were to lunch with General Hardmge at llolabar 
Pomt which really belongs to the Governor of Bombay, 
and which is the most lovely place 1 It is a promontory 
with the sea on one aide and a bay on the other 
The sitting rooms ore very pretty divided from each 
other by enormous carved open work doors The himg 
rooms are all about the garden m different bongnloWB 
Sir James ForgUBSon drove mo in u mail phaeton the rest 
of the party following with carnages and four 

After lunch wo visited a largo boys school^ Miss 
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IVihcN s <Ii‘=pon'^aiy, a rai^-co gnls’ •school, and the 
Sclmoi of Art Tlicn I (lud out and \\ent lionic, 
v]nli 3^. wont to boe a nnuKot. The onl.> one of tliese 
ni'^tilutionb winch I will stop to tell ;\ou ahonl is the 
gills ‘-i.hool The J^ni^'OC >tning ladies weai such \eiy 
pi etty colouis, while the little gills aio all dicssed like 
ho\s, wath coloured picket^- and troii^'Cis and round hats 
The pupils ‘■ang, and a tnn little cicatuic came foi- 
waid and recited in \oi\ bioKen Isngh^'h, with lots of 
gesticulation, a little poem ahoul a r.ihhit I think it 
was a coineisation hclwcen a labhit and a siioitsman, 
at nin rate it was a chauning little perfoimanec 
E\ci}wheie we weic decorated with gailands of flowers, 
and soinctiiiics had bracelets as well In the o^enlng 
there was a big dinner and a ball 

Fii(hn;, \ 2 th. — ^\'c had to leaAc ^ely eaily on 
Thursday morning, the train staiting at eight. We 
found oui cainages most comfoi table, indeed the whole 
tram was ours Wo had a sitting-room, mj' bedioom, 
bath-room, and beds foi tw'o maids in one caiiiage. D 
had a bedioom and a place foi his seivant in another 
There was a laige dimng-ioom m a thud, and the Staff 
and all the seiiants had carnages pioMded foi them. 
Oui beds were very comfortable, and oui food good The 
scenery the fii st day, when we w ei e gomg over the Ghauts, 
was very fine, cuiious-shaped basaltic hills, with odd httle 
pinnacles, oi domes, or excrescences of some sort on the 
top of each , the rest of the way it was not remarkable 
Last mght was cold, and this moinmg very much so, 
winter*' dresses and shawls required I) was not very 
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■well m the day and waa qmte ill in the night, when his 
temperatnre rose to 102 

Saiurdap 13th — He seemed very unfit this morning 
for an he was to go through however as four o clock 
approached he got up and prepared for hiS entry into 
Calcutta. 

There was a magnificent array of uniforms at the 
station fine tums-out of carnage and horses and guards 
and outriders and the whole way to the honso was 
crowded "with people, who received ns with cheers. We 
crossed a hndge over the HooghJy and drove through 
part of the town looking with the greatest mterest at 
an we could see of this place which is to be our home 
for the present. 

When we amved at Government Honse we found 
a large guard of honour drawn up before it, and the 
flight of steps leodmg to the door was covered with 
gentlemen m uniform and nativee m gay dresses. Lor^ 
Eipon received us most cordiaDy and presented afl the 
Counofl to the new Eicellenoy 

Lady Bipon met us m the Throne-room, and we ah 
went to the Council Chamber to hear D sworn m. It is 
not an imposing ceremony Several gentlemen stood 
round a table while the Warrant waa read then they 
sat down while D signed it et rodh tout 

We went to have some tea and after it D waa 
fetched to go and seat himself on the throne to hear the 
address read — such a funny little throne ■with no back 
He rephod and all was over I believe this throne 
was once Tippoo Sahib a howdoh For the rest of the 
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time wo spent togcthei Lady Eipon and I nevoi knew 
wlio was tlie lady of tlie house, and we could not catch 
each othei’s eye, wo weie both so afiaid of appearing to 
take upon ourselves ' She was a gieat comfort to me 
and so kind m helping me with mfoimation 

In the evenmg Loid Eipon sent L the insignia of 
the Star of India to wear at the big official dinner of 
100 people Everyone asked was expected to come, and 
some native gentlemen who cannot eat with us sat m 
another room till dmnei was over. 

Monday, i^tli — We went eaily this mornmg to see 
the Eipons off. We are qmte soiry to lose them, and 
feel rather lonely now. 

Yesterday we went to the Cathedral , it is rather like 
a railway station, the punkah rods repiesentmg the iron 
framework of that sort of bmldmg, the walls aie qmte 
white, while the wmdows are a blmsh colom , which makes 
everyone look pale In deference to the hot climate the 
service was short. 

Tuesday, 16th, to Sunday, 21st . — ^Both my time and 
my thoughts have been so entirely occupied with fur- 
nishing that I have httle else to tell you of. We are 
performing wonders m the way of setthng down, and I 
have arranged myself a very pretty diawmg-ioom, with 
another room next door, which can be thrown open if 
there are people to dinner. 

I was very unhappy yesterday about the house, 
which I should then have described as gigantic, with no 
room UP it. I thought my rooms mtolerably uncomfort- 
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able (I sbonld have to enter into too many detafls to 
explain why), bat I have had an idea which I have this 
moment earned out and now I feel that there is hope left 
I have thrown all conservative pnnmplee to the winds 
have abandoned the rooms used by all previous Yiceroys 
and have moved into the visitors wing So that I have 
now a lovely boudoir looking on to the garden instead 
of a dnH room upstaira without a balcony or a view, 
and a nice room next to it for the girls who would 
otherwise have sat m their bedrooms I am close to 
my own staircase and nothing can be mcer Having 
thus packed myself and my belongmga into one of the 
elephant’s paws (or wmgs) of this house we are really 
oomfortable. 

I will now tell you how I spend the day and then 
yon will learn casually about some of my arrangements. 
D gets up pretty early to work, and I am generally 
ready at 8 30 "We breakfast at nine 0 clock on the bal 
cony outside my pink drawing room — we four (family) 
together D stays and walks about for a httlo while the 
green parrots and the crows look down upon ns from the 
capitals of the pfllars which support the roof of the 
verandah At ten o clock Lord William Boresford has 
an mtemew with His ExceUenoy and then comes 
on to me I always write down the things I want to 
ask him about and as ho settles ererytbmg the list is 
very ennous and misceUaneous 

Each ADO has his own department Major (iJooper 
18 Household and ho and I boo to evorything end 
make oursolvos generally fos^ and usofuL 

Oaptain Harbord has tho kitebon and the coot to soo 
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nftoi Captnni Bnlfoin n ‘'o lie manages 

the bund, and 1 liiue a‘'Ked linn (o mnlvC li pln^ e\ciy 
nigld finm eight till nine while worn o at dinnei Cnplnin 
]>iirn docs (he nn itulions Lord AVillmm has the stables, 
and ail the A D Cs are undei him. and c\en detail is 
biought hefoie him Fiom the highest mihtai y aHairs 
in the land to n mosquito inside m;\ E\cellencys enitain 
01 a holt on ni} dooi, all is (he hnsmess of this iinalu- 
ahlc prison, and he docs all equalh well JTc jots e^c)y- 
thing down in Ins hook, oi on Ins shnt-slee\e, and noicr 
lests till the oidci is earned out. Ho has the stables 
\er,N well arianged, and the ‘Inins out ’ aie \o)'v hand- 
some. The carnages aic plain, without gddmg oi oina- 
ment, hut wo iicaih alwa\s dine with four hoiscs, 
postillions, footmen, outrideis, and escoit, all in scailct 
and gold li^clles. 

The piiiicipal sonants in the house also weai scailet 
and gold The ‘ khidmatgars,’ oi men ^vho wait at table, 
ho^ e long i ed cloth tunics, white trouscis, bare feet, w'hite 
01 red and gold sashes wound lound their waists, and 
white turbans The sraaitei ones have gold cmbioideied 
breastplates, and the lowei ones haie a D. and coionet 
embroidered on then chests We each have a ‘jemadar,’ 
or body servant, who attends to us at othei times Mme 
stands outside my dooi and sees to all I want, goes in 
my caiiiage wfith me, and nevei leaves me till I am safe 
inside my room. I daien’t move a chan imless I am 
quite suie the dooi js w’ell shut, else he would be upon 
me, and I am sme he would even aiiange my papeis and 
my photographs for me 

Nelly and Eachel ^also have then jemadais, and all 
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the houflemaidfl (and they are legion) are men mth long 
red tnmcs turbans and gold braid — oh so smart 1 — 
while every now and then m one s best drawmg room 
or m one b most private apartments, a creature very 
li^tly clad m a dingy white cotton rag makes his ap- 
pearance and seems to feel as much at home there as 
his smarter brethren do He is probably a gardener 
and he most likely presenta yon with a bouquet of violets ! 
Then we each have a magnificent sentry m the passage 
near our bedrooms — they are very tall men m handsome 
uniforms and then there are heaps of eervants some 
m rags and some m tags and some m no clothes at alL 
One caste arranges the fiowers another cleans the plate, 
a third puts candles mto the candlecticks, but a fourth 
lights them one dlls a jug of water while it requires 
either a higher or a lower man to pour it out The 
TTifln who cleans your boots would not condescend to 
band you a oup of tea and the person who makes your 
bed would be dishonoured were he to take any other part 
m domg your room- The consequence is that msteadof 
one neat housemaid at work, when you go up to my 
lady's chamber you find seven or eight men m vonous 
stages of dress, each putting a hand to some httle thmg 
which has to be done and you may imagine the energetic 
Blackwell s feelings and how her ayah tells her that ehe 
much too strong strong os four Hindustani womcn- 
I have wandered away from my day to give you an 
account of tho houBohold- As I said before I have been 
attendmg to our comforts and my room really is pretty 
now The furniture is pink silk end I have made tho 
room look homey with little tpbles screens, plants. 
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photogiaphs. The guls have a veiy nice httle boudou 
next dooi, and I also have a second small drawmg-ioom, 
which I open mto mme with thiee big doois when we 
have any dinnei party These lOoms aie, to a ceitam 
extent, my cieation, foi theie was no piivate house befoie, 
and aftei dinnei the paity sat m the long, dieary thione- 
loom This I have conveited mto oui usual dming 
room , it has caipets and curtams, and is decidedly pie- 
ferable to a baiien marble hall, wheie we should shivei. 
We still lunch m that cold place, but it is very nice m 
the middle of the day. 

Off my loom theie is a dehghtful balcony, hequented 
by wild paiiots and ciows, and soon to be mhabited 
by aU soits of captive cieatuies I am going to have an 
aviaiy made, and I aheady have seveial buds 

All these aiiangements fill my moinmg, and at two 
we lunch We sit at lound tables, and aie usually 
foul teen m numbei 

When I diive, I go out at 3 30, and so get a httle 

sunshine, but the fashion heie is for no one to ventme out 

until it IS damp and dark, which it is aftei five o’clock 

We have some difficulty m findmg an object foi om* 

drive Sometimes we go to the Zoo, and sometimes 
\ 

theie IS a game of polo gomg on, which we sit and watch. 

We chne at eight, and the Staff comes and spends 
the evenmg with us, oi does not come, as it chooses 
On Satuiday, 20th, His Excellency had his first levee. 
It was veiy laige, and though the people passed at the late 
of twenty-five a mmute, which was qmckei than usual, it 
took twenty mmutes longei than any levee for the last ten 
yeais >> D. liked the end of it veiy much, when the native 
VOL I c 
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officers •were presented He says they are Tery fine men, 
and that they came forward m a smihiig, frank way 
they salate and present the hilt of their sworda, which 
the Viceroy tenches and then they pass on 

I think there were abont i 800 men at this lev6e- 

Hifl Excellency ■was very smart 1 He wore his Lord 
Lieutenant b uniform with four stars and the Indian 
Empire (a sort of medal a flat rose) on his coat and 
the diamond medallion of the Star of India hangmg from 
his throat with the grand cordon of that Order It is 
a "very pole blue with a white border The medallion 
ifl a portrait of the Queen on a cameo Burroraided by 
diamonds 

'We got our first mail from home on Fnday the 19th 
a very great pleasure 

On Sunday we went to our parish church m thf) 
morning and to the cathedral m the erening and Pnnee 
Oscar of Sweden with his Commodore and on AJ)^0 
lunched with us 

I cut my fingers very badly takmg a knife out of a 
sheath and am bandaged up by the doctor I fear I 
shall not be able to wear a gloTO at my drawmg room 
I am not to wear a tram lest I should encourage extra 
•rngance and so a Smart one I had brought from England 
has to be packed awav 1 

Monday 22nd — I paid my visit to the wife of the 
liioutcnant-Govcmor JXra Bivers Thomjiflon They 
have a very pretty place just out of Calcutta, witli a 
capital house and one of the largest lawns m «Indui. 
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Lawns aie piecion^ tlungs m hot countiies They have 
an aitificial iivei in then giounds, so have we, ouis 
having been inadehy LoidLytton Then iivei isiathei 
laigei than ouis, and they had a piedecessor who was 
inteiested in plants, I think they have moie to show 
in that lespect than we have They gave us tea on the 
balcony, and we saw the youngei gnls of the family, and 
had altogethei a pleasant httle visit 

Tuesday, 237 — We spent this day in a veiy official 
mannei The Yiceioy was to hold a dmbai m the 
afternoon , that is, m plam Enghsh, he was to leceive 
three Eajahs, who pay then moinmg visits m state, 
every paiticulai of the leception being caiefuUy aiianged 
befoiehand Geneial Wilkmson and two of his Staff 
weie to be inesent, so they lunched with us, and then 
the Maible Hall was piepaied foi the aiiival of the fiist 
.-'Eajah, His Highness the Mahaiajah of Jodhpoie, whose 
lank lequned that ‘the Mihtaiy Secietaiy, the Undei- 
Secietaiy m the Foieign Lepaitment, and an A D C 
to the Viceioy’ should drive to his lesidence to fetch 
him. Scailet cloth was laid down foi him, a guaid of 
honom was at the dooi , a band played on the steps, 
und between each piUai down the hall stood a gigan- 
tic troopei of the body-guaid, m his scarlet uniform, 
holdmg a 'lance m his hand. As the Mahaiajah 
■arrived a salute of twenty-one guns was filed horn the 
Foit. 

We ladies weie hidden behmd a scieen that we might 
look on 

A s,till giandei thione than usual was placed foi the 
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Viceroy — it \Tas a silver one, ■with large gold lions for 
arms an attendant -with a white yak s •tail m his hand 
stood by lest a fly shonld trouble His Excellency’s com- 
posure a gold embroidered carpet was laid before the 
dftifl and chairs were arranged on either side of it. Some 
attendants held bunches of peacock feathers set m gold 
and others had ■very big gilt maces m their hands 
General NVilkmaon and the Sta^ and one native AJ) 0 
who wore a large turban and a broad band of red on his 
forehead sat on the left of the throne When the 
Maharajah reached the door the Viceroy got np and 
walked to the middle of the room to meet him shook 
hands with him and motioned him to a ohair on his 
right while his followers took lower plaeee on the same 
Bide The Maharajah s dress ■was green and gold he 
spoke through an mterpreter and the dialogue with 
him went on pretty weft No one else attempts to speak 
After a short conversatiOTi, say the r^ulationfl the 
Maharajah b attendants are preeented to ■the Viceroy 
and each one holds out to hrm one gold mohur ■which 
he touches thus politely exprcaamg You may keep it 
though you ore so onxiouB to give it to me. Then 
there ■was another short conveTsahon before the leave- 
taking At a signal the Viceroy s attendants brought 
in two sflver vessels one contamod attar of rosea the 
other some very sticky leaves wrapped np in silver and 
gold poper I behove that when carefufty unwrapped 
a small piece of betel nut is found m each The Vice 
roy puts a small spoonful of attar of roses on the Mohn 
rajah s hand and gives bun a sticky tlung to take away 
with him and they sit-down agnjn, while the Under 
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Secictaiy m the Foieigu Depaitment does the same 
foi His Higbucss’s attendants, and then they make 
a final move The Viceio}’^ agam takes a few steps 
to conduct the j\[ahaiajah to the middle of the loom, 
ho^^s to his follovcis, and they depait with the 
* same ceiemonies as those obseived on Has Highness’s 
ai rival ’ 

Foi the second one, ‘the Maharajah of Bhuitpui, 
GCSI’ twoAD C.s vent, se\cnteen guns weie filed, 
and His Excellenc}" stood at the foot of the dais to leceive 
His Higlmess, vho had to ofiei ‘ loi gold mohuis ’ to be 
touched 

His Highness the Eaiah of Faiidkot vas fetched by 
two A D.C s His Excellency lemamed on the dais to 
lecenehim The salute was only eleven guns, and he 
only piesentod eleven gold mohms to ‘be touched and 
remitted.’ All the othei ceiemonies weie the same 
I have not told you much about the di esses, as we sat 
belnnd the native guests and could not see them well. 
It was veiy curious and mteiestmg to see this once 
m a way I don’t suppose we shall want to look on 
often 

His Excellencj" went and unbent himself ovei a game 
of tenms, but I lested all the afteipoon with the pio- 
spect of seveial bundled curtseys to be made m the 
evening. 

We dmed alone and diessed afteiwaids foi the 
diawing-ioom When all was leady, a piocession came 
to fetch us, and pieceded us mto the thione-ioom. 
I) and I stood on the dais, and we found m the room 
the gentlemen who have the entree , then ladies passed 
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us first and also remained m the room till the dramng 
room was over I told yon I was not allowed to wear 
my tram but I found ntunbera of ladies had them on 
to say nothing of lappets and feathers 1 

Most of the ladies were very smart and I think 
everything went off as well as possible I got rather 
hot with the exercifle of making so many curtseys but 
otherwifle I did not feel the fatigue much- "When it was 
over the procession formed agam and we went upstairs. 
This was the first time we had seen the large reception 
rooms peopled. They were qmte fnD and looked v er y 
mce There was a buffet with light refreshments at one 
Bide of the ball room, and the band played there too 
■We walked about for some tune making new ac- 
quamtances and epeakmg to Bome of the people we 
have already met and then when I began to feel very 
tired vre went away 

Wedmtday 24(h . — Prmce Karl of Sweden arrived 
from Delhi thiH morning to jom his brother Pnnc© 
Oscar who ib m a man-of war here. The one stays m 
the house, and the other came to meet him at breakfast 
Prmce Charlee is very nice looking and extremely tall 
We Bhall not see much of our guests for they have to 
keep Chnstmas on the Swedish ship and it takes two 
whole afternoons and evenings to do that properly 

The Calcutta racea began to-day Wo went to sco 
them pnvately bnt next Thursday week wo go in Htnto, 
The course 18 very pretty and the stand is mcely arranged 
with plants and flowers. The races only go on between 
the hours of four and six. There will bo polo and racing 
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foi alternate days all the "week The ladies weie Yeiy 
smartly diessed, and it was a gay and pietty sight 

Tlmi sday, 2^th — We should have spent a veiy pleasant 
Chiistmas Day indeed butfoi the absence of the childien, 
who have hitheito always helped to make it ‘meiiy, ’ 
and I thmk that aU the httle piesents they had pio- 
vided foi us, and which, accoiding to then dnections, 
weie laid out foi us this morning, only seived to maik 
the blank. The missmg of them was an nndei-cmrent 
lunnmg thiough the day. But it is of oui domgs, and 
not of oui lepmmgs, I must tell you 

Loid WilhamBeiesfoidhad suggested that we should 
go and see Baiiackpoie m the afternoon, and as we were 
veiy glad to find some way of spendmg oui Christmas 
with an appeal ance of gaiety we arianged to do so. 
We staited m the steam launch as soon aftei church as 
possible, and enjoyed the tiip up the iivei very much. 
With Baiiackpoie we weie qmte dehghted. I suppose 
you know that it is a place the Viceioy has about twelve 
miles from Calcutta. It is situated on the rivei, and is 
qmte hke an Enghsh park, with beautiful smgle trees of 
difieient kmds, and it is all so pietty and so completely 
m the country that I long to go and stay theie. It 
reminds me of the Duke of Westmmstei’s place on the 
Thames, Chveden, and we happened to have two of his 
sons with us, who thought so too On landmg, there is 
a short walk arched over by bamboos , then comes a 
pietty garden with a httle fountam m it, and quantities 
of large blue convolvulus creej)mg ovei everythmg, then, 
to the light, lawn a»d shrubs, palms, and strange plants. 
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and a gigantic banian tree covering a great apace of 
ground its branches and oflshoots forming arches and 
gallenee and a fine dming room which we osed for 
luncheon The scarlet livenes looked very beautifal 
moving m and out of thiH natural arbour and we fell 
in love with Barractpore on the spot 

Quantitiee of hawks collected m the branches above 
and when we had finished our meal we threw up soma 
bits of meat which they swooped upon and caught before 
they fell, m the most graceful way 

I had heard the house was a perfect bam but I was 
delighted with it It is simply famished, but there is 
quite enough m it for the httle visits we pay and I 
hope we shall often spend Sunday there. The Staj? 
have bungalows m the grounds. I took the two maids 
down there, and they were pleased, which is a good thing, 
as they are the people to whom the constant packing 
up to go there will be trooblesome. 

We drove round the park and saw the rose-gardens 
and the monument to Lady Canning It was designed 
by Lady Waterford, her sister and is placed over a 
favounto spot of hers where abe used to mt and draw 
Coming homo we had tea on tho launch, and saw a fine 
sunset in which the temples on the banks and the queer 
shaped boats, with thar picturesque rowers looked 
lovely against tho brilliant sky 

I sat down to write, so full of Barrackpore that I 
omitte<| to say that the family has received into its 
bosom a monkey ! I confess that when NeDy oipre«‘v>d 
her intention of sotting ap a monkey I was bomCod 
but I must say that the pleading oyes and gentle 



1884 


CALCUTTA— TBE BACES 


25 


maaineis of the httle cieatiue she was given to-day have 
quite won my heait Eachel has a paiiot, and I le- 
ceived a httle deei Haj)pily mme is not ahve, and 
IS only a beautiful specimen of Delhi enamel, the spots 
on his xnecious back being diamonds, his body bemg 
blue, and the giound on which he stands bemg gold m- 
laid with gieen 

The day did not pass without a misfoitune The 
wi etched hawks, of whom I wiote a few mmutes ago 
with enthusiasm, came down upon my balcony and, 
seizmg a smaU cage, managed to abstiact one of my 
canaiies The details weie haiiowmg, but I have le- 
fused to heai them 

We had the gieat good foitune to leceive om mail 
to-day, so all the Chiistmas good wishes came exactly at 
the light moment. Fiom England, Canada, and Tuikey 
Chiistmas caids and letteis aiiived, and all weie veiy 
welcome. 

Fi iday, 26tli — We have been to see oui stables 
They aie acioss the load and next to the kitchen Did 
I evei tell you that the kitchen is somewheie m Calcutta, 
but not m this house? Theie aie fifty-five hoises m 
the stable, and each hoise has a man to himself, who 
hves with him and sleeps at the foot of his stall I 
went ovei there m a bath-chan, drawn by two men, 
which is one of my Simla carnages 

Saturday, 2ytli — We went again to the races and 

saw a very excitmg dead-heat, and also a steeplechase m 

which ^oid Wilham iode 
■» 
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So for Tve look Bomewhat isolated in the Grand 
Stand for even the people we know don t come and 
Bpeak to ufl and I can t wander about after them They 
think it ifl not proper to come up, bat I hope they will 
Boon lose that idea 

We had a small dinner in the evening We sat 
down thirty bit people I was pleased to find that 
everyone highly approved the throne-room arrange- 
ment and told me they hft/^ never seen it look so 
habitable before 

Thnrtday January 1885 — I think mv New Year 

really began on November 1 3 It was then we tamed over 
a leaf and 1 am not ready for a fresh epoch ! However 
we had a long and hard day s work with which to open 
1885 for m India January 1 is not only New Years 
Day it IS also * Empress Day and as such, is kept aa 
a great holiday 

At eight 0 dock m the morning we began onr dubefl 
I began them m a carnage and four and the Viceroy on 
horseback- We went to the Maidan, and there assisted 
at a renew Although D took the salute and rode up 
and down the Imea and was the principal figure there 
I consider that I had much the most trying part to 
play for I was in great terror of my horses and suffered 
much m anticipation of the /cu-de yozc They behaved 
very well, and nothing happened The morning was 
lovely and the mflitary display went off well Tho Staff 
was of course brQliant the native regiments looked 
very fine and especially one which has buff facings 
there were Volunteers too dressed in brown (kli/iki) to 
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matcli the glass, some aitiUeiy, a ‘legular’ legiment, 
and a veiy small company of irregular sailois I know 
they volunteei, and that they diess as seamen, but 
whethei they evei go m a boat, oi know the how horn 
the stern, I can’t tell , stdl I feel qmte suie that H E. 
the Vice-Admual of TJlstei took gieat mteiest m them 

We got home to breakfast before ten, and the next 
pubhc peifoimance was a state visit to the laces to 
see the Viceioy’s Cup lun foi We had two carriages 
and four, and a stiong escoit and outrideis, so that the 
procession must leally have looked veiy pietty dnvmg 
up the course. There were crowds of people, and 
D was very well received mdeed We are no longer 
so sohtaiy on the stand, as we are rapidly making 
acquamtances, and people begm to understand that we 
don’t wish to be cloistered They have seen a great 
deal of us this gay week 

In the evening we made a great innovation There 
was to be a large official dmner for lOO men, and D. 
thought he would like his three ladies to dme at it, so we 
broke through all traditions, and did so, and I think the 
experiment was successful, and, at any rate, we made 
it appear less of a pubhc dinner and more of a private 
entertainment We also took great pams with the 
loom, put down a carpet m the Marble HaU, and got 
out our plate, and ornamented and hghted the table, 
so that it leaUy looked very handsome NoweU was 
quite excited over his first dinner of lOO, and all his 
talents for oigamsation came mto full play I forget if 
I told ;^ou that he is now put m charge of the household, 
and we find it the greatest comfort to have oneEmopean 
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head The natives are excellent servants, but they want 
a master hand over them. 

Saturday ^rd — There are three ways of getting to 
Barraokpore, by road, by nver or by rail and we settled 
to try the road this time We drove for about six miles 
through the town and throngh native basaars and than 
got on our ndmg horses for about six more The whole 
way there were splendid trees on either side of the road 
a perfect avenue and as I had gamed confidence m my 
pony The Duke I eryoyed my nde extremely We 
reached Barraokpore about six o clock and found it 
lookmg quite lovely A splendid sunset, reflected in the 
nver added to its natural beauty and our Chnstmas 
Day enthusiasm suffered no diminution. 

Sunday 4t]i — We ore if possible still more en 
chanted this morning Everything here seems to be 
perfect — the weather the air the treee flowers shrubs, 
creepers sunshme 1 

The place is beautifully kept The trees are very 
fine and of infini te variety roses ore m the greatest 
profumon and some of them ore qmte onrmoous the 
large blue convolvulus climbs all over a long low wall 
which surrounds a little garden full of Lehotrope and 
other sweet flowers and whore a httle foontam plays m 
a marble beam , there arc bushes of rod and porplo 
blossom and a lovely orange creeper covers tho balcony 
near which I wnto. I am silting m a sort of open room, 
which 1ms tho drawing room behmd it and tho square 
uncovered balcony m front Thisj you must roujembor 
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is the depth of winter > I beheve that once upon a time 
I used to skate in Januaiy, and that a fur cap and 
sealskm weie necessaiy to my well-bemg then ; but now 
I have to ‘ mmd the sun * and to weai a double felt 
hat, and to cany a white umbiella. I am glad to be 
able to say that I have thoioughly eipoyed both exti ernes, 
and that, although I dehghted m a Canadian wmtei, I 
have the gieatest pleasme m dimkmg m the sunshine 
of an Indian one D and I took a little stioU eaily 
m the mornmg, and gieatly admued oui demesne, and 
then we sat under the celebrated banian- tiee foi bieakfast, 
and Nelly’s monkey peiched on a bianch and enjoyed 
itself too Latei we walked on and looked at Lady 
Canmng’s tomb, and exammed the plants that weie new 
to us on the way. Theie is a maible monument ovei 
the giave, with an msciiption wiitten by Loid Cannmg 
on one side and a text on the othei. The enclosure is 
laige, and the laihng lound it is composed of twisted C s 
with a coionet acioss them. 

As we spend Sunday heie, it is well to find that the 
chmch IS as satisfactory as the lest of the place It is 
close to oui gate, so we walk theie, passmg a piece of 
water, on which lovely led watei-hhes grow The 
seivice and seimon weie both very nice, and the whole 
thmg felt home-like, simple and quiet 

There is absolute pleasuie m existmg m a place hke 
this, and I am always wishmg I could show it to those 
at home 

I have not taken much exeicise lately, but I made 
up for it to-day. Directly aftei lunch, m despite of aU 
Indian '\ules and legifiations, we began to walk about. 
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and we walked the whole afternoon, Timtmg firet a temple 
in the grounds erected to the Memory of the Brave. 
It ifl built m Grecian style and on the wallfl inside are 
tablete on which are mscnbed the names of the ofBcers 
who were killed m an Indian war Then we looked at 
the Flagstaff Bungalow and made our way over to a 
place where elephants were to be seen They are used 
for commiBsanat purposes and it was very interesting 
to ufl to come upon thirty an of these animals at home 
each one bemg fed by hia speoial attendant or mahout, 
who makes up his food into httle bundles and insists npon 
his eating it so for it eoems that when left to htmaplf, 
the elephant wastes hia provender and does not make 
the most of it He used to be given noe of which he is 
very fond but alas I these are economical days and now 
he has to content himself with sugar cane and straw 
It IS funny to see how while munching up a mouthfol, 
the elephant takes up a wisp of straw and brushes 
away all the flies which annoy hum We asked the man 
m charge to sand an elephant over for us to nde in 
the morning 

On our way back we explored the plant houses and 
the garden then bad tea on the verandah and started 
off on a still longer walk to viflit a Hindu temple. 

The people there received us most civilly and wo 
found the old gentleman in char^ could speak En gliah 
very well. He told us ho built the temple but I tbmtr 
he must hove been mistaken We conld not enter the 
sacred procmcts but from outmde we were allowed to 
peep at the ahnno where under a silver canopy a metal 
goddess Bits, a crown on her bead and a plate ok nco m 
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}in innd. fhc trod, ^\ho is mn<Jo of kinds of 
nn'{-U. stands In and liolds out Ins lumds (o ]ici, askin^ 
for pf{s Theic ^^cle si\ ninio small (omples lonnd, but 
AC did not tr\ to look into them, asweaio not quite siiic 
nlitilicr the people like it 

We disi'0\eied a Incplaco in oui house, and as it. is 
latliei chillv in the e\oinn" \\e neie glad to sit b} a fiic 
nlien avc came in 

MonthiUf 5^/f — AVe\\ontfoi a nieo iido on mu horses 
at 730 this morning, and aftei bicakfnstwe mounted 
our ckpliant * ITe knelt down, and a laddei was jilaecd 
against his ^ule for us to mount, wliile the sonants 
made a loop of his tail and climbed up b> it. AWien we 
were shut up in the howdah, the elephant was told to 
use, and as he got on Ins fiont legs it seemed as if o\ciy- 
thing must shp oil behind, and we had to hold on ^cly 
tight until he had reached an e\en keel , then he looked 
^e^ grand with his scarlet cloth and the how’dah full 
of people, marching ovei the glass and toweling above 
the shrubs, and we felt quite coinfoi table and en]03'’ed 
oiu elevated ride very much The mahout sits on the 
elephant’s neck and gmdes him with his feet 

We leturned to Calcutta by iivei and diove on to 
the polo grounds foi a httle The Viceioy was away the 
whole day openmg a small lailway. He enjoyed the 
expedition veiy much He tiavelled up twenty miles 
of new hne, lunched m a tent, and visited a shime, 
The stoiy they tell of this sacied jilace is this A man 
found that his cow nevei gave any milk, so he watched 
hei pioceedmgs, and saw hei pom it out as a hbation 
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before a certain stone and henceforth all people foDow 
her example, and come and present offerings to the god 
there bo that the pneat m charge makes his fortime out 
of pflgnmFL This man had jnst been let out of prison, 
having oommittod a senoua crime and it was explained 
to the Viceroy that he must be very civil to him because 
he was a great man, but not too civil as he was a bad 
TTiflTi I beheve D managed tbia dehcate ‘ nuance 
perfectly 

Don t suppose that we all came home to rest. No 
we had to go to the theatre and thongh everything else 
is early here, the theatre is late and we did not get 
home till one o cloak. ArtfnI Cards was rather nicely 
played but the artists are starving and we must go 
again to help them 

Tuaday, 6du — During my absence I bad my balcony 
wired in for I found the impertinence of the crows was 
becoming intolerable and you should have seen the fear 
ful excitement of the green parrots this morning when 
they found their ocoustomod haunt closed to them 

TVednesday yth — Colonel Euan Smith the Eoaident 
at Bhurtpore, breakfasted with ns We sat a long time 
and ranged over many suigeots from heutenant- 
govemors down to tigers and frrom elephants to the 
weather Talking of the English spoken by natives, ho 
told us ho once received a letter beginning Honoured 
Enormity The wnter had ovidontJy looked m tho 
dictionaryondfound this expression suitable. One man 
during an oiamination was told to wnto an csttoy n]>on 
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the lioisp, 'wliicli lie did in the following hiief teims • 
‘ The hoise is a veiy noble animal, but when nutated, 
he ceases to do so.’ Anothei had to wiite upon the 
diffeience between iiches and poveity, and he ended by 
' saying — ‘ In shoit, the iich man welteis on ciimson 
velvet, while the pool man snoits on flmt ’ 

Colonel Euan-Smith also told us of an office! ’s ad- 
ventuies with a tigei, by which he lost an aim He had 
chmbed along the tiunk of a tiee which was slanting 
ovei a pond, and had filed at a tigei horn the end of it , 
the tigei was woimded, but, to his honor, Captam X. 
saw the beast walkmg acioss the tiee towaids him He 
dropped into the water, the tigei feU on him, and he was 
pulled ashoie by the animal, who was just well enough 
to he on him and munch away at the aim which he put 
up to piotect his face Presently the tiger, feelmg veiy 
bad, letued a httle way, and Captam X had sufficient 
piesence of mmd to loU gently back mto the water, where 
some men came to his rescue 

In the afternoon I visited the General Hospital and 
the Lady Canning Home The Clewei Sisteis hve at the 
Home and tiam nurses Most of the women are Hma- 
sians, and they seem to make very good sick nmses 
when once they have learned by precept and example 
that it IS not beneath them to hand a glass of water to 
a patient, and that such httle offices may be performed 
wrthout the mteivention of a coohe The climate at 
this time of year is a great help to hospital management, 
for when you can have all the wmdows wide open and 
a blight sun stieammg m, you reqmie fewer comforts, 
less fnnnituie, and everythmg looks cheerful for the 
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patiente. There were some very ead cases of accident 
and illness it is so hard to be laid up far from home 
and we saw several man who having femfliee to provide 
for have lost with their health all means of making a 
living for them, and don t even know how to get back to 
England themselvea 

We dined at the Lientanant Governor s and they had 
a party after They have each a nice house and we 
spent a very pleasant evemng 

Thurtday %th , — We had one of the usual dinners for 
about Biity four people I don t think there was anything 
remarkable about it. It went off very well and Mrs 
Euan Smith played the piano for us We let the 
guests go instead of retiring ourselves it is lees stiff 
and besides I never can get His Excellency away, bo it is 
much shorter and easier to let faun be left 

Friday gth — We went to eee Lady Stewart m the 
Port It IS a very large one and we wound m and out of 
arches and drove over many drawbndgos before reaching 
the Commander m Chief s quarters. 

Saturday xoth — *I consented heroically to dnvo to 
the races on Lord William s coach and I bore the ordeal 
with fortitude, I must oDow that the horses wont like 
lambs, and that he is a first rate whip He oven retomod 
my confidence after ho had put out hia loft shoulder 
Tiding m a stoopleohase and when crowds returning 
home and darkness coming on mndo the Joumoy beck 
much more pcnlons. There ware three stooplechascs. 
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and in each one theie weie falls, bnt happily no serious 
accident to anyone Loid Wilham’s was the woist, hut 
he does not mind such a tiivial discomfoit as havmg 
a shoulder dislocated, and, as I said befoie, he drove 
us through the most populous streets safely to the rail- 
way station There we met Judge and Mis Cunmngham 
(^Loid Lawrence’s daughter), who were commg to stay 
with us at Baiiachiioie, and we had a nice httle dinner 
•of ten 


Sunday, iith — Su Auckland Golvm and Mr. Lyall 
(Eesident at Mysore) came out m time for breakfast ; 
then some of us walked to chmch, and afterwards we 
sat under the trees till lunch tune 

We agam fed the hawks and agam visited the 
elephants, and on oui way home looked mto an Bnghsh 
eemeteiy. It is crowded with rather large and very 
dilapidated monuments. Two of the msciiptions rather 
amused me One began with the French words ‘ Ici 
repose,’ aU the rest being Enghsh, and another had on 
it — 


‘ John Taylor, 

A wretched, poor and helpless worm. 
Into Thy kind arms I faU 


Elected as a mark of respect by his wife ’ 

The word ‘respect ’ seems to come in funnily after the 
melancholy description of him given above 

I gathered one anecdote horn Judge Cunmngham 
which IS amusmg. It is an lUustiation of true native 
pohtehess A judge^ who was a very bad shot, had been 
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out for a day’s sport, and on his return tte man who 
went with him was aeted — *WeIl, how did the judge 
shoot to-day ? Oh 1 he replied the judge shot beau- 
tifoUy but God was very merciful to the birds. 

Monday i 2 th — D and the rest of the party went ofi 
in the launch directly after breald^ — for the Viceroy is 
hard at work all and every day, and has to hurry back 
to hiB office early on Monday morning — but I remained 
behind for a couple of houre which I spent m arranging 
all the rooms for the Ihike and Duchess of Connaught 
who come to stay with us next week. I returned by 
cram 

jTuwday i3fh — My aviary being finished, I went 
early m the morning to look for some birds to put m it 
There were such ounooe beasts at the place and one 
monkey which looked as if some Bomum had been at 
work upon him so extraordinary was his complexion 
and general colourmg He had a good coat of brown 
fur and his hair stood out round his head TTih nose 
and mouth were a brilliant scarlet his cheeks a bright 
blue and on his back he had two large patches of purple 
opalescent colour os if the sun were ahmmg through 
Q purple gloss wmdow on to his fur I never saw any 
thing so strange. 

On my return I did much housekeeping hung pic- 
tures arranged rooms and saw that all was m opplc-pio 
order for to-morrow 

In the afternoon I wont to visit two hospitals one 
the Medical College, tbo other the Eden They aro 
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Tery laige and any, but I don’t think it will piofit 
you much foi me to desciibe them Medical students, 
swathed m sheets and with haie heads, stood on the 
steps to leceive me ‘ Sistei Lucy ’ and hei nmses 
weie theie, and native women who have taken nuismg 
diplomas weie m attendance, wiapped in washmg silk 
sails, and m the Eden, which is a lymg-m hospital, 
theie were some veiy tmy blown babies to be seen In 
the othei aU sorts of ills are rmxed up together, and 
even the choleia patients aie not isolated I suppose 
that, bemg able to have the air lushmg m on every side, 
the danger of contagion is not so great as at home 

Wednesday, i^tli — I was down at 7 30, looked at all 
“the looms, saw that my balcony and my charming new 
ioy, the aviary, looked nice, and then, when the salute 
began, I went out on the steps to receive the Duke 
•and Duchess of Connaught They weie very kmd m 
their appreciation of the efforts we had made to make 
them comfortable, and they seemed to notice every- 
"thmg that had been done for them They breakfasted 
with us 

After luncheon we looked on from behind a screen at 
a large deputation of Mahometans who came to present 
an address They were all m fine costumes, and wore 
great varieties of headdresses 

As soon as D was fiee, we started off for the Botani- 
cal Gardens. We had settled to go up m the steam 
launch and to drive back When passmg the Kmg of 
Oude’a Palace, which is opposite the Botamcal Gaidens, 
we saV a man stanSmg on the top of a house wavmg 
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a flag with which he waa directing the movements of 
htmdreds of pigeons. It was very pretty to see them 
wheeling about and executing manoeuvrea in the anr m 
obedience to his mgnalfl 

The Botamcal Gardens are very beautiful and inter 
eatmg and we went round them with Pr King who is 
an enthumaatio gardener We had tea under a large, 
but very much lees pretty banian tree than our own, 
and then drove home m the char ^ banc, 

A small dinner of forty three ended the day — a 
mflitary dinner the Duke told me he bad not been m 
the room with so many Generals for a long time, 

Tliurtday iJtA — There is nothing like energy The 
l>nke and the Duohees and all of ns except D were on the 
coach by seven o clock a.u and on our way to the paper 
chase which we found a very amusmg scene. There 
were crowds of spectators in carnages and on horsebaok, 
besides the hunters themselves, who were arrayed m 
most sporting costumes The double puaxled many 
ol them and I never saw anything funmer than the 
knot of unwilliiig horses who remained for about five 
minutes refusing and causing the greatest anxiety 
to their nders The chase was very fast and Lord 
Wniiam came m first but he Iiad missed a fence and 
80 Mrs Cooke was declared the winner We got home 
for breakfast, and then the energetic Paclioss said she 
required exercise so I took her all over the house. After 
that she went out shopping till lunch time and at four we 
drove out to see a game of polo 

Wo had a state dinner of sovchty throe and a great 
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reception aftei Tlieic weie many natives m fine di esses, 
and I thought it all looked veiy inetty and gay. The 
Duchess enioyed it veiy much, and of couise she vras a 
gieat attiaction The pait}’’ filled all the leception looms 
upstans, and the buffet uas m the Maiblo Hall ivheie 
ive had dmed 

Fuday, i6th — Moie eueigy! Mihtaiy manoeuvies 
at 7 30 "We veie all out agam, and D. and the Duke 
lode, the Yiceioy haiing to take the salute, then theie 
■was a maich past, and a sham fight As v^e weie m 
the thick of it with foui hoises I felt it moie piudent 
to descend fiom the caiiiage, and the Duchess walked 
about "With me, and we mspected the killed and wounded 
who lay in our path, and who looked very pictuiesque 
and comfortable A laige squaie led flag repiesented 
the enemy, and weie pleased to see it utteily louted. 
Not until we felt sine of victoiy did we retmn home. 
The Duke went on to see an Aimy Clothmg place, and 
we came home to bieakfast and to lead om letters 

We were just gomg out m the afternoon when a 
dreadful dust-stoim came on unexpectedly, and I feared 
that it would be followed by lam Happily it cleaied, 
and the Duke and Duchess jilayed tenms, and we had 
tea m the gaiden. We dmed a httle eaihei than usual, 
and dressed afterwards for the ball. It began about 
ten o’clock, when we all met m my rooms, and went up 
m procession to the ball-ioom, which was aheady fuU of 
people. ‘ God save the Queen ’ was played as we came 
m, apd we immediately danced a state quadrille I had 
managed to get a great deal more hght mto the room ; 
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the floor and raamc ^ere good, and I thnik on the whole, 
it was a very nice ball pretty and gay and bright 

Saturday 17th — I was very tired, and so took the 
day easy but the Duohees in spite of a headache did 
the moet febguing things She and the Duke with 
Nelly in waiting, went and honted about in the hot sun 
for the ChineBe Baraar which it appears does not enst , 
and after luncheon they all wont with D on the coach 
to the flteeplechasee Lady Downe, the Bishop Major 
Oooper and I going op in the launch to Barrsckporo, 
I was auDoua to see that all was in order for our guests, 
and I was rewarded for giving up the races by havmg 
a very nice quiet afternoon^ The others arrived at 7 30 
and we dined a httle later thflp nsual so as to give them 
tune to dress, I was glad to And that no accident hap- 
pened to Lord William, who had agam ndden m a race. 

Sunday iBth — We spent our day as usual here, and 
the Duke and Duohees seemed to enjoy it thoroughly 
We asked the clergyman and his wife and the Com 
manding Officer and his wife to lunch and the only 
variety made m the hawk amusement afterwards was 
the experiment, tried euccesefully of putting a bit of 
meat on the top of Dr Scott s hat as he sat at table 
under the banian tree Twice a hawk came down and 
earned it off and the birds swarmed round us as they 
saw that there was food to be had. When however the 
gentlemen oil went and sat m a row their hehnolfl but 
mounted with tempting bait, the hawks sospocted ^ tnck 
and would not come down • 
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Monday, igtli — To-day we visited Fiencli teiiitoiy, 
and weie leceived by the Goveinoi and given a giand 
lunch by the authoiities. It took us about an houi m 
the steam launch to get to Chandeinagoie, and when 
we landed and had climbed m safety ovei a dangeious 
pathway of caipet and led cloth, ve found ouiselves m 
the tmiest and most unmteiestmg of httle towns The 
possession is only about thiee mdes m size, and the 
Fiench have to keep up a goveinoi, magistiates, and a 
mimatuie aimy theie, aU of whomaie excessively boied, 
havmg neithei busmess noi pleasuie with which to fill 
then time, and not sufficient space to supply mischief 
for then idle hands. Then wildest dissipation is sittmg 
on a ghat looking at the sunset to the accompaniment 
of a glass of sheiiy. They weie aU veiy kmd to us, and 
the Goveinoi diank the healths of oui Queen and coun- 
tiy while we diank piospeiity to the Eepubhc 

The lunch, which was veiy good, took longei than we 
oxpected, but the sights took no tune at all, and so when 
we got to Calcutta the sun had not qmte disappeaied, 
hut was sleepily gildmg the iivei, while the appioachmg 
daikness gave to aU the ships and baiges a soit of 
beautiful mysteiy. Aftei this httle gleam of poetiy 
came the piose of diessmg foi a baU, and then the baU 
itself. 

It was given by the city to the Duke and Duchess of 
Connaught, was aiianged m the Town HaU, and was a 
gieat success. Bveiyone had lent things to help the 
decoration, and m addition to the ball-room, which was 
hung mth white and yellow, and which had a mfiitaiy 
trophy, at one end and raised seats covered with blight 
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carpets at tlie other there ■were Beveral beantifaUy 
furnished sitting rooms The supper was m a great 
hfl.1] with columns on each one of which was a shield 
with arms on it The whole was brilliantly lighted 
The Duke and Duchess did their duty thoroughly in 
the dftnmng way and stayed late so that everyone was 
pleased 

Tuesday 20 i]i — I took the Duchess m the morning 
to see the Economic iluseran Perhaps some day when 
I have less to say I may do a httle Murray and tell 
you about it but now I will only say that one can see 
spemmens of the commonepr Indian materials there and 
that I ahall certainly return when 1 have more tune to 
go through it 

The Maharanee of Each Behar came to see the 
Duchess and stayed to lunch She is very nice and 
seems so pleased to come here, and keeps teDing me 
she feels so at home. She brought the httle boy who 
is BO early to be made on En glish schoolboy he is a 
most precoaous httle creature not three years old but 
ho already speaks English and ndes a pony 

We all drove to the Zoological Gardens m the after- 
noon and a monkey there was a great success. Ho 
IS qmte a character, and goes on in such a human 
fnahion and docs such absurd things with such a solemn 
face that it is really very RinTitnng to watch him We 
gave him a newspaper which he appeared to read and 
which ho opened and turned over and smoothed and 
studied and then ho put it on lus head and looked nt. 
Ufl from under it, chewing a tooth-pick meanwbilo 
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Fiom tlie Zoo to the Bishop’s Palace' — a veiy 
fine house We had tea there, and then -went to see the 
monuments in the cathedial and to heai the oigan. 
This closed the Boj’al visit, foi we dined m moimng 
dress, and they left aftei dmnei We veie all quite 
soil} to pait vith them The}*^ aie both so nice, and 
seem to enjoy eveiything, and no contietemps of any 
hmd occuiied to spoil thcMsit I must mention that 
we all wiote m each otlicis’ books, that we evchanged 
photogiaphs and vcie photogiaphed m a gioiip, and 
weie weighed, all oui lightnesses and om heavinesses 
bemg duly lecorded , and that, m addition to all I have 
told you, theie wcie some little iidcs and walks and 
games of lavn tennis to fill the spaie moments 

Wednesdaif, 21st — A complete day of lest foi me, 
hut the Yiceioy, who is always at voik, gets none. I 
did not go out at all until the e'^ ening, when we went 
on boaid an old ship to attend a conceit given foi the 
sailois It is a soit of mission, and the place is called 
‘Bethel’ The chaplam is veiy eneigetic, and seveial 
ladies smg and take tiouble m gettmg up these weekly 
concerts We thought it was a good thmg to encouiage, 
and I heheve the Viceioy’s presence gave gieat pleasure 
to the ‘ iivei ’ I was given a lovely bouquet with an 
anchor in the centre made of white roses, and a pietty 
programme was pamted for us, and flags covered m and 
ornamented the place The sailois jomed m the chorus, 
and they sang a song themselves m which the solo part 
was, ‘lyiieie are you gomg to, my pietty maid ? ’ and the- 
choius^always lephed^something about ‘Eio Grande ’ 
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Saturday 24th — In the afternoon out new gneete, 
the Date and Daohess of Meoklenbnrg Bchwerm and 
Bon Carloe went to the races B stayed at home to 
work^ and I went to give pnaee at some native schools, 
Lord Eadfltook presiding 

It was rather an mtareeting sight There was a 
little platform pat np for me m a garden on one side of 
which were the Hinda Christian girls belonging to the 
Normal BchooL Many of these become teachers and 
some of them looked abont sixteen years of age They V 
were dresaed in white, the older ones wearing white veils 
over their heads. Near them, and on the other side of 
the dais, were three more sobools JQl the girls m these 
ware small and wore native dresses that is to say, 
oolonred wraps and lots of jewels — bracelets on their 
wnsts and anides eamngB and no 8 a>nngs. Their hair 
was drawn tight back and was done np in a large knob 
nature e deficiencies being made np with ribbon tbiH 
knob was sometimes covered with a coloured net and 
sometunee the whole bead and ears were hidden with 
gold ornaments bat the teachers discourage the wear 
mg of much jewellery at school as the responsibihty is 
too great for them None of these girls looked more than 
ten or eleven nor are they more developed m appearance 
than children of that age at home , and it was sad to 
give n doll aa a prize to some poor httle creature who 
young 08 she is, is probably on the very verge of matn 
mony who may any moment leave her own parents for 
the tender mercies of a mother in law or of on elderly 
husband or who as n child widow may be copdomnod 
to a sort of ontcost existence all the rest of hor*dayB 
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The ceiemonies consisted m smgrng hymns and 
songs m vaiious languages, then an inteiestmg lepoit 
was lead, and Loid Eadstoch spoke Aftei this came 
my pait of the pioceedmgs, and I dealt out dolls, httle 
boxes, and pictui e-hooks, as lewaids foi ‘ Sciiptme, 
Geogiaphy, Liteiatuie, Ben gab, and Usefulness ’ 

We all met at the station and came to Baiiackpoie 
by tiam. 

Sunday, 2$th . — Su Thomas Bakei, the Adjutant- 
Geneial, is with us heie. The Bougainvilleas, a lovely 
pm pie cieepei, and the Biguoma, an oiange one, aie in 
peifection, and a laige cotton tiee, which looked dead 
ten days ago, is now coveied with beautiful laige 
bunches of a blight flame-colomed Idy-shaped flowei 

Mojiday, 26th — I thmk that m this climate one 
should lecoid a fog, and we went outiidmg this moinmg 
m the thickest and dampest mist possible, and had to 
hght a lamp foi bieakfast > It cleaied off soon aftei nme, 
and we had a pleasant voyage back to Calcutta by the 
iivei. 

Tuesday, 2^tli — I shan’t lecoid fogs any moie, foi 
they appeal to be common enough at this time of yeai, 
and this moinmg agam we had to move the bieakfast 
table mto the house , my balcony was drippmg, and I 
felt anxious as to the health of my buds ’ 

D was happy this afternoon m opening his own 
^paiticulai tenms comt It has been made m the 
space between two wings of the house, it has a led 
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composition floor and wooden wallfl whicli are eventually 
to be covered with creepers Several gentlemen in scarlet 
nnifomifl attend to pick up the balls but they are to be 
exchanged for small boys lightly clad D p aiiistio eye 
IB in perpetual dehght her© either over the muscles 
exhibited by those who wear few garments such as the 
Bheesties or over the miyeetio folds of the Boman 
toga for that is the name we ignorantly give to the 
costume of the ordinary native of Calcutta I tbmb it 
was to their brown colour and to thear muscles that the 
Viceroy was looking forward when he ordered bis httle 
boys, but a higher authority has cominanded that they 
shall be draped 

Havmg menhonod him casually I must I tbmb 
introduce you formally to the Bheeetie He is qmte 
a character and a feature m every landscape Look 
where you will out of your window or out of your 
carnage you are sure to see a bronie athlete with a 
large turban on his head e short garment round his 
waist and a heavy skm full of water over his back, 
laymg the dust on every aide and defying m his own 
person all such modem inventions as water-carts or hose 
His 18 real hard unintarrupted labour TTih calling is 
honourable his caste high — everyone wiD accept water 
from a Bheostie and those attached to regimonts have 
served so well m time of war that now they ore eligible 
for decorations given for service in the field- 

I fear I sec too distmctly to share His EicoUonoy s 
admimtion for tho ' Boman toga. I hko bnght colours, 
handsome stufls and bcantifui jewels — in my frivolous 
foniininc way — and although spotless sheets ^an occa- 
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onal lam el vrieatli, and the piimitive sandal may have 
dded somethmg to the dignity of the heioes and em- 
perois of ancient days, I am not veiy sanguine on the 
subject, foi m my expeiience classic and asthetic diess 
always loses by tianslation fiom theoiy mto piactice. 

In the evenmg we all went in diffeient dnections I 
patiomsed a conceit m aid of Eoman Catholic schools, 
D. went to the cucus, and otheis attended a party at 
the Bishop’s 


Wednesday^ 2Sth — I saw a very hoi i id sight this 
afternoon It was the last day of the laces, and Loid 
Wdliam was to iide m some ‘ consolation stakes ’ which, 
I thought, sounded like an easy little lace foi unlucky 
hoises We went to the course m time to see him iide, 
and at the very fust fence, stiaight m fiontof the stand, 
he had an awful faU I shut my eyes through part of 
it , but when I looked up he was lymg perfectly motion- 
less, and when he was lifted his face was covered with 
blood He has hmt himself badly, but the doctors think 
his head is uninjuied We shall not allow hun to iide 
steeplechases any more I had had qmte enough of the 
races after this, and came home 


Tliwsday, 2gtli — I took the Duchess of Mecklen- 
bmg-Schweim to a great jeweller’s shop by way of enter- 
tamment, and I was much mteiested myself by aU we saw 
theie The jewels set m Europe for the Eastern market 
aie a cmious mixtme of splendom and childishness 
watches encrusted with diamonds, and with such com- 
phcated^^mteiiois that ^besides telling you all you can 
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possibly want to know about the time of the day or of 
the year they play yon a tune and give you a repre- 
sentation of the conductor waving about his b&ton as he 
Bits somewhere on the face mixed up with the seconds 
and the hours Then thecre are ornaments for turbans 
on which the diamond flowers bemg wound up whirl 
round and round till you can no longer see their shape 
It would be difficult to keep up an argument with a 
man whose jewels were behaving m such an eccentric 
manner 1 

We also saw a fine colleotion of native jewels which 
are to be sold by auobon m a few weeks. To our ideas 
they are positively ugly and one can only wonder at the 
way m which the preaoua etonee are treated — enormous 
rubies emeralds and pearls bored throngh and strung 
together like ordinary beads diamonds cut perfectly 
flat and looking like very common glass There were 
some buttercups the petals of which Trere diamonds cut 
quite thin and utterly destroyed There are ornaments 
set double — that is, with rubies on one side and emeralds 
on the other and there are precious stones m all sorts 
of useloBs things such os small boxes mouthpieces <SLc- 
When we had looked at all these things the jeweller 
took us mto the workshops to see the silver repouss6 
work done. The men draw the pattern on a flat piece 
of Bilvor and then beat down the background. 

Tlio day ended with a large dinner hero and a 
pretty cheery little dance 
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CHAPTER H 

FIRST SEASON IN CALOTJTTA 
JAXtrAHT 31 TO Maiich 18, 1S85 

Satin day, January sist . — The Duke and Duchess of 
Mecklenhuig-Sch-weim and Don Cailos have left us. 

The gnls and I came dovm to Bairackpoie eaily 
hy tiam, as I v'anted to see the ‘ mstitutions ’ here. 
They aie of a mce small size, so that a httle tea and 
tobacco and a plum cake aie sufficient to give pleasme. 
Fom veiy old women are entnely piovided foi, and 
theie aie a few othei pensioneis and a school foi 
native Chiistian childien Theie weie some fascmat- 
mg mfants theie, and the teachmg seemed wonderfully 
good The pupils, who had only been leaimng a yeai, 
wiote English and Hindustani chaiacters remarkably 
well, and they sang m Enghsh, pronouncmg it most 
distmctly 

The afternoon was lovely, and we enjoyed it much, 
as we sat undei the baman-tiee waitmg foi D. and 
our guests This week Sir Donald and Lady Stewart 
and their two daughters, and Captam Hames their 
ADC, came to us 

We are a party of twelve, and we only brought the 
young members of oup Staff with us, so m the evemng 
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they play gftmea and enjoy themselves though I must 
say that no one is more lively than Sir Donald himself, 
who ifl not young He la auch a nice man 

Sunday February ift — Heavy mm thiB morning 1 
One has to be glad because it is good for the country 
and because it la right to be unselfish othenvise I should 
complam bitterly This place is only mtended for 
outdoor life for ua none of the rooms have real mn 
dowB they are extremely dismal m the daytime. Some 
have akyhghta and some have windows op enin g on to 
■verandahs. 

Happily the day cleared and we were able to get to 
ohuroh and once more to eit under the trees and the 
girls insisted upon having a net dragged through a sort 
of tank winch I have once before described as being 
covered with red water Iflies and to our surprise ten or 
twelve very large fish were taken We put back some 
and ate others This seems a good place to give you the 
practical information that there is only one flah to be 
had m Calcutta, and day after day ‘ becti appears upon 
the hill of fare — bech hot beoti cold becti of course In 
April one more comes m the mango fish by name but 
by that time wu shall be at Simla where there is not 
even the becti. I have eaten him too often to be able to 
tell you whether he is good or not but I will remember 
to consult some tourist on the subject 

A few new birds have jomod the company of hawks 
at Barraekpore. I can t say they amg hut they are not 
dumb The copper head s coo sotmds exactly Uko a 
blow upon a piece of metal. The bramfeVer bird 
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repeats his name ovei and over again until he neaily 
gives you the malady itself The ‘ mynas ’ make a 
soimd like mtensified ciickets, and I am sme that 
I have heaid a hud that says ‘Baccaiat’ constantly, 
but he does not seem to he known to fame The oiiole’s 
lovely golden plumage is sometimes to he seen flittmg 
thiough the hianches, theie aie also squuiels m the 
tiees, and at mght theie aie jackals ‘ piowhng aiound ’ > 
So much foi the zoology of Bariackpoie as fai as I 
know it 

Aftei church I looked at the Zenana Mission House 
/ and the Sunday School. Widows aie the most numeious 
of the conveits, which is easy to undei stand, foi gomg 
ovei to Chiistiamty means the saciifice of home, and 
theiefoie those who have the fewest ties, and whose 
position at home is unhaiipy, natmally leave it moie 
w illin gly than women who have husbands to consider 
It IS a cmious thing that thei e is no opposition what- 
evei made to the teachmg of the Bible m the schools, 
and aU the childien aie mstiucted m it and m no othei 
lehgion. Some iieople say that the paients do not object 
because they feel that caste piejudiceis too stiongto pei- 
mit of many conveisions , others that the childien lose 
their own superstitions and do not gam a new lehgion, 
while some persons beheve that the ground is prepaied, 
and that it leqmies very httle to brmg the people ovei 
to Chiistiamty m a mass. 

Monday, 2nd, to Fi iday,6th . — I do not think the events 
of the lest of the week have been mterestmg enough to 
give them to you m detail D paid his letum visit to the 
^ * E 2 
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Maharajah of Jeypore and 'was hung with gorlondfl of 
flo'uera and gold braid Admiral Sir W Hewitt amved 
with tsvo ships and sleeps m our house but spends moat 
of his days on board- 

Sir James and "MiRfl Fergusaon, Mrs- Dean and two 
AJ) C.8 have also come and as we e3:pect Lord Eon 
dolph Churchill on Saturday we have had to put up 
tents m the garden for the accommodation of some of 
these TisitorB. 

I have had a httle durbar of my own and have re- 
ceived the Maharajah of Jeypore m solemn conclave 
The girls had taken Fergusson and Mrs. Bean out 
for a dmo and I was alone m my boudoir when Mr 
■Wallace sent to ask when I could receive Bos Highness, 
Now I rephed and so he was ushered in and, qmto 
after the manner of the Viceroy I advanced to meet him 
on the threshold waved bun to a pmk sQk chair paid 
Turn all the compliments of the season mentioned the 
satisfaction it gave me to see hm and to find him well 
said how much I had heard of Jeypore and how much 
vanouB guests of nune had spoken of his kmdnoss to 
thorn accepted an invitation for myself to go there and 
accepted His Highness s photograph m return for my own 
whicli the Viceroy had given him 

His remarks and miuo were interpreted by a sombre 
Babu nil in black while the Maharajah wore a pmk 
moIr6 frock coot pompadour trousers white satm waist- 
coat diamond and emerald necklace and a turban made 
of red silk cortl put on so as to show a good deal of his 
lon}^ black hwr I must warn you that the 'words frock 
coat and trousers when apphod to the costume^ of the 
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j\Iabaiaiab, might not be accepted as coiiect by tbe 
gieat Ml Poole, but if you can imagine tbe fiist to be 
old-fasluoned and sboit-iiaisted, and tbe second to be 
tiglit and in wimbles, and finally to be lost m a pair of 
Euiopean boots, you will bare a veiy fan idea of His 
Highness’ s appeal ance His manneis weie quite as 
beautiful as my oini, and be made bis exit most giace- 
fully 

Tbe dmnei \\as foi about seventy people, but tbe 
dance was a bttle laigei than usual m bonom of Sn 
James Feigusson It ended neveitbeless at twelve. 
Happily tbe eaily boms aie veiy populai with tbe men, 
and even with tbe ladies, who aie veiy gaybeie and have 
to sit up almost too many nights of tbe week These 
jsmall dances have been most successful, but this is tbe 
jast of them, as we have a baU next week, and then 
liomes Lent Dm mg tbe evenmg tbeie was a gieat 
ibimdei and badstoim 

Please to lemembei that I am in India, foi if you 
(.on’t keep that fact befoie yom eyes you wiU not find 
-me following desciiption of a flowei show at aU mteiest- 
jiig You will only imagme that I am m tbe County 
T)own, and will wondei why I should teU you anything so 
gbrnmonplace. 

On Piiday afternoon I, bemg at Calcutta, staited 

foi tbe Agii-Horticultmal Gaidens, aimed with an 
^nbieUa and a mackmtosb A few steps from tbe gate 
j put up tbe hood of tbe coinage , a few steps faitbei I 
pAt on tbe mackmtosb , and on abgbtmg I put up an 
-jjJibiellgi and pioceeded to walk tbiougb a veiy damp 
Wt, Idokmg at tbe.vanous exhibits which bad been 
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more or leas damaged by the Treatber last night then 
made a rapid passage across the wet grass to another 
tent to look at cnt flowers^ bat was entreated to hurry 
through my inspection, as the tent was likely to come 
down and so made haste back to the carnage and home 
Of course it is forty years since snob a thing happened 
before, but I can only speak firom experience and it is- 
very unfortnnate for the weather that I happen to keep 
a jonmaL 

I really was very sorry for the people interested as 
it quite ruined the show and I wanted myseU^ from 
practical motivea, to see what ought to grow here 

By the evening wet streets and very beantiful snmmer 
lightning fitfully iHummatuig the sky were all that re- 
mained of the storm and I was very glad of it for it 
was one of our outgoing nights "We were patronising an 
amateur performance of Pygmahon and Galatea given 
to aid the advancement of dramatic art in India which 
means m plainer English than that of the programme, 
that the amateurs wished to act, that they originally 
intended to look out for a chanty to act for bat that before 
that object was decided upon it was discovered that their 
three nights performances would completely empty the 
already nearly empty theatres of the place, and there 
fore it was arranged that the money should go to them 
and wo saw some of the unsuccessful professionals throw 
mg bouquets at these self sacnficing amateurs 

Satunlai/ jth — gave a Barmckixin; garden and 
children s party Had two elephants with smart howdahs 
on for tho infants to ride a bind playing a htUc 
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to shoot fit, ami ton If it tlocs lain in India it 
a!"'! can dn up. and niv p:iit\ \\as not at al! spoilt hy 
;\t‘-ttrdji\’s donnpom 

SniKhif, Sth. — Sii C'liailos and Lad,\ Mac’giogoi. Sn 
Auckland CoImii, Loid Ihimlolpli Chmtlnll, and t^^o 
I'nm Innen —tho Maitpns dt la (liangt and (lio ‘Piinco 
dc Lucignc. Count do 3 ‘\'tnc)/pn * — all caino to lunch. Tlio 
foi<‘)gnti - lia\<. I'llC" of letters of introduction, and Mill 
coniv’ and stay with us as ‘'Oonaswc luuciooin fortlioni 
Lord Ihindolph unianis In 1C, and the i<‘st of tll(‘pal(,^ 
rctuincd to Calcutta in the evening. Tliejy all liked 
then d.n in the counliv.and all thought Baiiackpoie 
jicrfecfh lovch 

Moufhn/, g(h, — I had an aftoinoon visit fioni Mi. 
Broughton, ‘ Admiinstiatoi-Goncial licic, and son of 
a veiy old friend of oins ITo told me what he was 
doing, and how lie had httle ventuies in silk and tea, 
and, while discoursing on local topics, he mentioned 
casually that ho was tiustce for an idol, to which he 
paid 250 lupees a month. This ‘idol ’ is a sacred stone, 
and can iieihaps scaicely be digniiicd with the name of 
‘ god,’ but the account of it was lather inteiestuig A 
deputation was sent to look foi two sacred stones in 
some iivei, and when they weie bi ought back, a meetmg 
was held to decide whethei thej’- vveie really sacred 01 
not Ml Broughton had to be present, while a Palcir 
and some other learned personages squatted on the floor, 
vyith a, book and the stones before them, and compared 
them ‘’with a real, ,old, undoubted ‘ idol ’ which was 
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Drought in for the purpose This jury gave it against 
the new candidates but 1 suppoae the stones appealed 
for the verdict was somehow or other reversed and a 
suitable throne was procured upon which the thfee now 
at and receive their monthly stipend 

We had a very pleasant dinner at the Fort all the 
famO y (the (Commander m Chiefs) are bright and cheer 
ful and everyone seemed to be happy ^7^ Stewart 
took our profiles on a blank wall and I hear my portrait 
IS admirable She has qmte a gallery of these heads 
The shadow is thrown on the wall and the ontline is 
done in peuoil and then filled in with black the effect 
IS very good The netim s head rests against a wine 
glass to keep it steady and the artist has after the 
manner of photographers to put the cbyi a httle more 
up or a little more down which process of arrangement 
as performed by a lovely young lady seemed to amuse 
and gratify the gentlemen much Lord Randolph raised 
his eyebrows a httle as he sat under this treatment the 
day of hia first mtroduotioa to society here 

Tueidaij loOi — 1 am afraid yon will begm to doubt 
my veracity if I tell you that the ram rather interfered 
with tennis this afternoon and qmte prevented the nso 
of a refreshment tent at the Lieutenant Governor s ball 1 
But I assure you it is true 8o wo did very httle m the 
day at night we had a small dinner of people Bpecmlfy 
asked to meet Sir James Fcrgusaon, and then put up 
an umbrella and dashed into the carnage to dnvo to 
Belvedere The ball was verynice indeed and I encored 
it for at last I do beheve I am mokmg a few acqeamt- 
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ances. Hitlieito it has been most uphill woik I may 
talk all thiough a dmuei on Monday to some peisons, 
hut when I see them on Tuesday, they not only don’t 
speak to me, but I can’t feel sine that a gleam of lecog- 
nition passes ovei then faces, and all the labour of 
lemembeimg them and of tiymg to bow to them or to 
speak to them falls upon me. I am told it is shyness, 
tiammg, feai of what othei people wih say, &c , &c , 
hut, whatevei the leason of it may he, the lesult is that 
it makes this the most difficult of aU the societies I have 
evei had to do with Well, last night I saw a glimmei 
of impiovement, and at any late a few of the gieat 
loids and ladies (Buna Sahih and Buna Mem Sahib) 
did speak to me without hemg dnven to it I assiue you 
this sense of piogiess made me feel qiute cheeiful 

Wednesdaij, nth — NeUy took Miss Feigusson out to 
Xmy visits m the moinmg, and they played tennis in the 
afternoon 

I went to give pnzes at a Zenana klission This one 
is managed by Miss Hoaie, a veiy eneigetic lady, ‘with 
no nonsense about hei ’ She neaily made me laugh by 
noddmg at me aftei I had distnbuted a ceitain number 
of doUs and boxes, and saymg, ‘Those aie the pnzes, 
now these are the bnbes ’ 

The httle Hindu guls aie most atti active ' They 
do look such miniatuie women with then coil of ban 
(or nbbon), the jewels on then heads, necklaces, biacelets 
and anklets , and then then diapeiy of diffeient-colouied 
mushns^ vanously put on 

It wh,s most amusjng to see them come up foi then 
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pniea, but I gneve to say that eymptoms of European 
costume are to be Been amongst them I had just dealt 
out a reward or a bribe to a real little Onental picture 
when a homd calico frock of a purely English pattern 
appeared before me ! And alas I even some who began 
well ended m patent leather shoes over which seven or 
eight silver anklets fell m the most incongruous manner I 
One ohfld ooming forward appeared so lame that I 
inquired about her and found she was only BuSenng 
from new shoes I Is it not dreadful ? — ^jewels and green 
and gold garments wound round with crimson mushn 
and then atnped cotton stockings and shoes I — and I 
was made a most unwilling accomphc© for I had to give 
out English cotton jackets, end dolls dressed m the 
' height of the fashion and well calculated to spoil the 
taste of the rising generation. These atrocities are sent 
out by kind people at home I wish they would get 
patterns of Indian garments and make them both for 
the ohildreD and tbe dolls 1 Unfortunately the latter are 
manufactured with chignons and boots, and I suppose 
they can t be bought without them. 

Prom this function I went on to a party at Mrs. 
Ebert s On driving up to the house I found two girls 
ID bright native dress playmg badminton. Everyone 
was mtrodoced to me. I was most interested m the 
two medical students who wore there, and in a girl who 
has taken a degree and is now a teacher m o large 
school 

Our guests from Bombay left us after dinner to 
return homo and we went to the circus which ru wore 
patromaing ' 
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The lam came thiougli the tent and patteied on the 
backs of 0111 chans 

"When I hcELT the famdiai sound, my mmd leveits to 
the ‘ crops,’ and to the effect it will pioduce upon tuimps 
and mangold wmzel, but then I lead of 'labi ciops,’ of 
‘lahai, hnseed, mdigo, and poppy,’ of ‘the haivestmg 
of paddy’ and ‘the thieshmg of jowaii,’ and these new 
n/ mes make me reahse, m spite of the homely lam, that 
I m m a new world. 

Thursday, 12th . — The gnls and I went on board 
t) e Ew'yalus to see Admiral Hewitt and his ship. He 
b' the decks ‘ cleared foi action,’ worked the guns, and 
gave us tea. He also showed us the Order given J n m by 
King John of Abyssima It consists of a gold Masonic 
cross set with jewels, and worn round the neck with a 
silken cord, and a great hon’s mane by way of a collar. 

We had a baU m the evenmg About 1,000 people 
were asked, but I don’t think there can have been more 
than 600 present, and there was plenty of 100m foi 
dancmg — almost too much, I thought, for at supper 
time the room was nearly empty and never filled agam 
Like a good chaperon I stayed till the very end, and 
Nelly and Lachel and then partners danced the last 
galop alone D havmg had hard work aU day was tued, 
and disappeared before supj)ei 

Fuday, i^iJi — I fear the subject of Zenana Missions 
wiU begm to bore you, but this is the pi ize-givmg month, 
and even to-day does not hr mg me to the end of these 
functioijs This afternoon the schools were seated m rows 
on the grass at Belvedere, and very picturesque the\ 
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looked I am never tired of seeing the onnous little girls 
■with their strange garments stranger life and mystenoua 
future and find aH that I can see and hear of them most 
interesting There ■was a very striking child whose cos 
tume really deserves to be deeciribed Bhe looked about 
twelve Her hair ■was elaborately plaited at the back and 
had worsted flowers stuck mto it in the form of a high 
oomb A broad band of gold covered her parting and 
ended in an ornament falling over her forehead with 
similar bands from each side and similar ornaments cover 
mg the ears She wore a jacket of blue and gold with 
short sleeves and a thin black scarf with green and red 
stripes and broad gold edges came over each sboulder was 
confined to the waast by a belt and was arranged m such 
a way as to entirely drape her figure covering her to the 
feet m graceful folds On each brown arm were at least 
fifteen gold bracelets anklets on her feet and a pearl drop 
in her nose. She had a very mteresting face and was 
dignified to the verge of being cross I None of the chfi 
dren really understand English but they repeat ‘I love 
little pussy and Mary had a htUe lamb in monotonous 
and tragic tones 

Lord Randolph ChuTLJiill left us m the evemng 

Monday i6tU — There was an afternoon dance on 
board the Euryaltts "When we arrived the yards were 
manned and then wo found ourselves in a beautiful room 
covered in with flags. The party was a great success 
and the ship is off to-morrow Icavmg behind a Inon 
tenant Lmdsey who is going to join Sir Gerald G“aham 
at Suokim 
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Tuesday, lytli — have been giving new coloui’s, and 
making a speech, and assistmg at a gaiden paity m the 
Eoit 

The legunent I gave the colouis to is known to you 
as the 8th, but is now the ‘ Kmg’s Liveipool Eegnnent,’ 
commanded by Colonel Le Mesmiei. The solemn ‘ bemg 
oh with the old love’ is mdicated by the maichmg of 
the tatteied lags down the hne, salutmg them, and le- 
tnmg them to the music of ‘ Auld Lang Syne ’ Then 
follows the equally seiious ‘ coming on with the new^’ 
when the Bishop conseciates the colouis, which lest 
agamst the diums piled m the centie of the squaie; 
then they aie unfuiled and an officei leceives them horn 
me on bended linee , and then comes hei ladyship’s 
speech to this effect — 

‘ Colonel Le Mesuribe, Officebs, Non-commissioned 
Officers, and Men op the King’s Liverpool Eegi- 
MENT, — I confide these colouis to youi keepmg, m the 
full assmance that you will guaid them faithfully, and 
that a legiment already so famous foi its distmgmshed 
conduct on the histoiical battlefields of Europe, and m 
many an Indian combat, will not fad to add fiesh lustre 
to the glorious record msciibed upon then folds, when- 
ever called upon to defend the honour of oui Queen and 
countiy ’ The Colonel’s very mce reply follows, the le- 
ceivmg and salutmg of the new colours, and a maich 
past to fimsh with. 

The officers had a garden paity afterwards, which 
was most successful. Veiy few of the people had ever 
seen coloms presented before, so it was qmte an event. 

I ielt lathei nervous ovei it, but was especially glad 
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to do it remembering that it ttes George b regiment, 
and that he had served under the old colours. 

Wednetday i^th — I went to tea with the Maharanee 
ofEuchBehar and had a very pleasant visit Her house 
is extremely pretty and fomished m the European style 
She herself wears native dress but has very smart ahoea 
and stockings, while her sisters and Bister m law had 
bare feeL Three of her aisters were children very 
pretty with such lovely eyes and sweet expreamons, 
and her sister in law who spoke English perfectly was 
a remarkably nice person. 

I was very glad of the opportunity of seeing them 
The Maharanee herself is very cheerful and pleasant 
laughs very merrily and must be very intelligent— ehe 
has so quickly and completely got into Enropean ways 
and never seems the least awkward or put out 

D lets me send you a copy of a letter he received 
from one of the two great Llamas of Thibet The style 
IS delightful, the translation is literal — 

To the great and most opnJent Governor, who 
turns the wheel of power all over this wide 
world Euler of Ams and Pillar of the Eaith to 
his Throne, 

"With reverence and with the foil three mundane 
essentmls (the heart the speech, and the body). 

This most humble and msigmflcant self who from 
luB mfenoy applying himself to study has acquired only 
a minute jot of learning, such os may be compared with 
an insect s mouthful of water has been fivvm^red with 
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a golden lobe of honoui m the shape of a piesent of 
Es 2,500 foi him, for which he piesents his most cordial 
thanks 

‘This year theie has appealed the mcarnation of 
that di^e personage who is the ciown ornament of 
this world of men and gods. Next yeai His Hohness’s 
incarnation will be identified This humble self has 
been dischaigmg with the utmost zeal and devotion all 
the lehgious duties of the Penchen Bimboochay as the 
Munster of the great Buddhist Chuich, and moieovei 
as the representative of the late ah-lmowmg Penchen, 
m upholding, piotectmg, and piopagatmg the lehgion 
of the Victor Together with this piece of news he 
respectfully sends scarves and the mitie of the late 
Penchen foi acceptance 

‘ Dated Tasbi Lunpo, the 5tli of the loth Lunai Month, Wood-moniey 
year ’ [Corresponding with the 22nd November, 1884 ] 

Fi iday, 20th — I visited the Loietto Convent Orphan- 
age this afternoon, and, on enteimg it, felt myself tians- 
poifced back to Canada Theie were the nuns, and there 
was the Aichbishop, and theie were the good little guls 
‘ Vouees au Bleu,’ and the indifieient httle guls all in 
white, and there was the httle song of welcome, and the 
flattermg address, and the bit of convent embroidery 
as a Bouvemi, and myself on a platform and the purple 
piiestly lobes beside me — aU exactly as it used to be. 
What wonder then that I fell back naturally mto the 
ancient groove, and obtamed a hohday for the whole 
array of little pupils — who appear to me to have gone on 
cuitse;^g at every mention of my name for the last 
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twelve years — or that I felt quite sentimental over this 
sudden return to Canada and all its pleasant memories ? 

I also viHited the establishment of the Little Sisters 
of the Poor thie afternoon They do much good and 
a home for abont fifty helpless old people Then 
on. to ejLother pnte-gtvmg The sohools were all 
squatting on the roof of a long verandah and looted, as 
usual, very picturesque- Several of the dolls had to be 
kept baok, as the girla for whom they were deetmed were 
bemg married 

I saw three European hate and feathers m one 
school that was almost too much for me and I was glad 
to look away m the direction of a child whose attention 
was greatly distracted from the Bengali prajer by the 
diffioultiea of arranging its yards and yards of muslin 
into the proper drapery 

We had what I call a small dinner thirty people 
The difference between the small and the large is not 
only in numbers I choose the guests for the 
and really know who they ore and we sit in my room 
and dine m the throne-room instead of uMng the 
state apartments I sat by Salar Jung, the Niaame 
^Minister 

In the evening P went to a Mahometan con- 
versaiiono where they had scientiflo amusements 
and exhibited various things, such aa telephones and 
phonographs 

Saturday 2Ut — ■! gave away priaea at some athletic 
sports It was a pleasant afternoon Wo sat out and 
then drove back on the coach ai^d look Sir Fftsdoncl. 
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and Lady Roberts, two of then A.D.C.s, and two Miss 
Stewarts up to Bariackpoie. 

We spent a qniet day (Sunday, 22nd) undei our trees^ 
oui party being enlarged by the arrival of Mr and Mrs, 
Lelves Biougbton, who came by an early moinmg tiam. 


Monday, 2^1 d — Invited by Eai Juggodanund 
Mookerjee, we went m the evening to a native enter- 
tamment m bis house. To get there we drove through 
the bazaars — long streets of mud and bamboo hovels, 
where native colour mg and local smeUs were rampant 
Groups of people were standmg about, and greeted us 
with clappmg of hands as we passed , near the gate of 
the house there was a great crowd, and a military band 
was playmg there. 

Oui host met us and conducted us through a bit of 
garden biiUiantly illuminated, a sort of roof bemg made 
to it by quantities of large white lotus flowers, which 
were, I suppose, attached to a net , this led mto an 
enormous tent hned with flags, blazmg with candles 
and electric lights, full of all the ‘ beauty and fashion ’ 
of the neighbourhood, and with a sprmkhng of smart 
native dresses to orientahse the scene. We were seated 
m front of the stage, and when the curtam diew up, 
some very substantial fames were revealed standmg on 
equally substantial flowei s, and they sang the foUowmg 
Imes m Bengali — 

As stars round Luna’s bright tin one wait, 

"When the blue vault from clouds is free, 

■’j Thus girt with officers of State, 

Our nobleoViceroy here we see 
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“We Ue« our EmproM Queen who pant 
A Fear so just this realm to sway 
With hearts end fealm^ reTerent 
Let us to him our homa^ pay 

And gladlj now twiD he our task 
Bj art dramatlo to begude 
Hus noble andienoe — we bnt ask 

Tofor kind applanse, yonr lenient smile 

Then the play began It tvaa called the Matnmonial 
Fu and we were provided with on English rhiimi of 
the plot. It IB a farcical satire npon the native who goes 
to England for ten months, and who la snppoeed to come 
back dressed in Enropean clothes and having forgotten 
his own language and upon the educated female who is 
represented os giving her husband a scientiho lecture 
upon heat which dnvea him out of the house whfle she 
during his absence makes love to a kindred and educated 
soul with whom m the lost scene she absconds The 
dress and absence nf dress look more remarkablo on the 
stage than off it. D still saw anacnt Bomans m their 
togas I still saw ordinary men in cotton sheets. In one 
scene a bridegroom appeared naked to the waist, with a 
red lom-cloth as a costume while in the next ho was 
clothed m a full suit of broadcloth the match maker was 
hghtly clad the bridegroom s father wore the sheet or 
toga, the women were fully draped 

Tlio best actor was a maid servant, who seemed to 
say very sharp things and when she and her mistress 
had a disagreement the scolding on both sidoe was loud 
and stormy 

As a study of manners and customs, the f)Iay was 
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most intciestini; It A\as in two acts, and at the end of 
thefii^t ^\c wcie taken into the house and upstausj’wheie 
n nc\N .loy a^\aited us 

* A Kautcli m the Uppci Hall,’ says the piogiamme ’ 
The old and An^lo-Indian despised tins one, and 
Mhispeied something about music-halls, hut as ^^c aie 
not Wasc, it amused us \ciy much. Thcie i\eie about 
li\e musicians, who stood pist behind the two gnls, and 
who seemed always to ha^e to piompt them about some- 
thing These placed little stimged mstmmenis of the 
inaiidolm older. One of the women was veiy good- 
looking, and was licaMly clothed fiom head to foot in 
vehet and gold, and a gieat scaif of gieen and gold, the 
othei woic rathei shoit pink petticoats, but when she did 
whiil lound, one saw that she had on a legulai suit of 
aimoui, cloth of gold down to the ankles. Nothing could 
be moie stiictly piopei, and nothing could possibly be 
raoie languid and gentle and almost motionless than the 
dancmg, if dancmg it can he called. The Sistpeifoimei, 
without moving fiom hei place, squaies hei elbows 
shghtly, and with her two hands, palms downwaids, 
then fingeis almost touching at the pomts, moves them 
almost impel ceptibly, and manages giadnaJly to ghde a 
few steps forwaid, then to make one tmn, to laise hei 
arms and wave them gently foi a moment, to ghde the 
few steps back, and to end abruptly. The second does 
the same, while the fiist performei, come to hfe m the 
backgiound, shows that she is hot, and kies to cool hei- 
.self much moie vigoiously than she danced. There 
leally^is so veil/ httle movement that theie is scaicelj 
.evidence sufficient tq decide whethei it is gi aceful or not- 

r 2 
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The elder one Imd an uncanny way of hfiinq her throat 
from Bide to Bide as if it was diqointed which was more 
m the Egyptmn style than the rest of the performance 
The girls then sang and a eong m English with a good 
deal of gesticulation and some play with the eyes was 
•very amuHmg It related how the band was playing and 
how the lady peeped out from her cnrtam at the 
* captam (he apparently played the drum m that 
regiment) and how he with his whiskers and tattooing 
all the time cast side-glances at her window 

In addition to this Nautob there was native musiC' 
of vanouB kinds — a man who played on bowls of water 
accompamed by on old gentleman wbo held two small 
drums and played upon each with his fingers one who 
made two trumpets sound by placing them against the- 
mnsclee of his throat (I can i explain further) and one 
who played well on a sort of metaflic bones At tbe end 
of tbiH part of the entertainment a great supper awaited 
us a thoronghly European meal which we played with for 
a while and then we were admitted to the senana- I 
thou^t that nothmg in the male line lower than a 
heutenant-govemor would be allowed to enter but 
several inferior mortals did There were four ladies 
waitmg to receive us— our host s wife, daughter and two 
relations — and a crowd of females peeping m behind 
The ladies wore very smart drapencB and numbers of 
bracelets and rings, and seemed very pleased to see us 
but a httle Bby Over the chimneypieco hung an oil 
immtmg of mo done from a photograph and really von 
good After talking a httle the lady of the hoo^e pro 
w)ntc<l us with bouquets, hung us with garlands, Baturated 
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our hamllvGi chiefs with loscwatcr nud atfnr of loses, and 
picsentcd us each with one of the stichy parcels of betel- 
nut which I ha\c before desciibed. 

After this, begarlandcd as wc wcio, we i etui nod to 
the tent, and saw the last act of the ploy, and then home, 
feeling that we had been well cntcitaincd 

JJVdacsdrtv, 2 ^ih — This afternoon we had a garden 
party by adtcitifacmcnt — a notice in the papers an- 
nouncing that I should be at home to all those who had 
the entiee to Go\ eminent Uouse tahing theiilace of any 
invitation. 

We put up a laigc awning as a soit of diawing-ioom 
on the glass, had tents foi leficshinont, chans placed 
two and two all oici the giounds, a band playing, and 
nn assortment of coniuiois who appeared to me, when 
I had a moment to go and see them, as the feeblest 
specimens of the genus wizaid that I had evci seen I 
ariived at one peifoimance in time to leain that a girl 
who was sitting with hei head back and hei mouth much 
smeaied with biickdust had just had hei tongue cut off, 
and a bit of meat on a skewei was bemg earned about 
pieparatoiy to being put on again as the missmg piece. 
Aftei a veiyclumsy pietence of peifoimmg this opeiation, 
the young lady got up and exhibited the uniuly membei 
w^hole and umnjuied I was decidedly unlucky, foi I 
believe there were some bettei tucks , but it took time to 
see even one, foi they w'ere peifoimed m a soit of Arabian 
Nights way, one tuck mside another, so that one never 
knew wjren the origmal one would be fimshed The party 
itself was pretty and l^right, and went off very well The 
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afternoon tviis perfect and I stood m the shade and 
Bald How do you do ? to everyone before going to see 
the eights 

Friday 27th — D had lua first long Counofl over 
the Bent Bill, about which yon are all being so trouble- 
some and so agitating m England 

The BittangB are public but I was unable to attend 
tins tune aa I had a httle engagement of my onn, one 
•which had m my eyes the additional merit of obtaining 
for me an extra dav at Borrackpore My destmation 
was the old Dutch settlement of Chmsurah which is- 
some way higher up the nver than Barraokpore and 
therefore it waa decidedly convenient to stop there on 
my way down and to be met by D who came on after 
Bitting m hifl CoancQ from eleven to six The Council 
will sit four timee a week and D will hare all this m 
addition to his ofirual heavy worL 

My expedition had for its object more tenana ptixe- 
giTings, We left Calcutta at twelve taking with us Mra^ 
Wilson the wife of a merchant m Calcutta We lunched 
at Barrsckpore and than wont on our way again to 
Ohinffurah The entertamment was m a large house- 
borrowed for the occasion AH the school children sat 
in the open central court a raised passage ran all round 
it on three sides of which the fathers and the brothers- 
and the low caste maid servants were grouped and on- 
the fourth I sat literally in the seat of the gods, sup- 
ported by tho quahty of tho place. Lady Lytton hud 
been there seven years ago and the people had refused 
then to remove thoir gods Now either gods have gout 
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down m the world, oi ‘ Vicei ernes ’ have gone up, for 
unasked they removed the former to make way for the 
latter I suppose this is called ‘ bemg more enhghtened ’ , 
and a fmther proof of progression they gave, for the 
married women were on the top of the house looking 
down upon the com't, and although a sort of screen was 
put up, it was very defective m places, and they made 
large holes for themselves m others I was glad they 
were able to have this amusement, though I am not a 
very great advocate for ‘ progress ’ m such matters, for 
I thmk that Eastern women cannot be too slowly brought 
forward, and that gods, so long as they are objects of 
faith, should be distmbed foi no one. There was also a 
passage round the second floor of the house, where 
Emopean school children sat. 

The function consisted m hstenmg to much Bengali 
poetry repeated by httle gnls, who stood up, one by one, 
on a chair to recite it; m heaimg a repoit read, and m 
givmg away the prizes The report told us that the 
exammei thought the children said then poetry ni 
rather a smg-song manner, ‘which should be dis- 
comaged, ’ that he found these small native gnls ‘ very 
well up m the history of the Jews,’ that they were 
‘ mtimatdy acquamted ’ with the multiphcation table, 
and were bemg ‘ mitiated mto the mysteries ’ of grammar 
and geography After this satisfactory accormt of the 
pupils I stood on the steps and dealt out dolls, the small 
and ugly ones bemg received with evident dissatisfaction. 
The children only consent to attend school on condition 
that they get a prize, and they naturally feel aggrieved 
if the line is not worthy of the labourer. To do lessons 
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a whole year and then to b© fobbed off with a very in 
fenor doll to that yon see in the arms of a not more 
indnstnonfl neighbonr must indeed be imtatmg ! One 
very discontented child returned to the charge at the 
very end but I had nothing left to give her 

I wae allowed after this to go up and eee the lenona 
ladies, who had oome down from the roof to a room m 
the house, and when I got there I was very sorry only to 
have a few momente to spare They all seemed so pleased 
to see me crowded round to shake hands with me made 
me sit down and held my hands and were delightfully 
cordial but darkness comes on so quickly that I had 
to be off, and had there not been a moon I should have 
met with difficulties on the nver 

Mr "Wilson jomed his wife at Barrackpore, and they 
both stayed the night They are very pleasant people 
He has something to do with the Zoo and told os that 
two tigers there had just committed suiade. It ii a veiy 
ounouB thing They came in large cages m which they 
remained for some weeks but directly they were moved 
mto the parmanant cages ttiey refused to eat The best 
mutton could not tempt them and they actually died 1 
The travellmg cages had been sent away ebe they 
would have been put back mto them, to see if thit would 
core thexr home siekness 

1 

Sunday March i si — ^Whenever during the las* month 
wo have ventured to feel chilly we have been Issurcd 
that by the ist of March we should be gasping under 
punkahs but no I have put on a woollen shawl — the day 
IS dull and dork and the akyhas decidedly tears|ili its 
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eyes, foi they biim over occasionally. What a mysteiious, 
ehangeable, incompiehensible, and disappomting thing 
is climate I 

Circumstances were too strong for D. in spite of his 
desue to keep Sunday as a hohday, and he had to do 
some busmess to-day with Mi. Hope, who came out foi 
the purpose. The wmd changed m the evening and 
made all thmgs pleasantei, and I) and I took a nice 
walk m the paik We came across a large pepul- 
tiee, which had a veiy big pahn growing straight up 
from the centre of it, the pahn’s roots bemg wound 
round the pepul’s trunk and branches. There is another 
m the place which has four fine straight palms giowmg 
up through it, but their loots are m the ground. 

Mond<xy, 2 ncl — The gnls and I came home a new way 
to-day We rode and drove back to Calcutta before 
breakfast. The moimng was lovely, and we hked it 
very much. 

After lunch we went mto the Council Boom for a 
little. The big table forms a ‘hollow squaie’ The 
Viceroy sits at the top, with the Lieutenant-Goveinoi 
on one side of him, other CoimciUois at the sides, and 
reporters at the bottom, spectators behind them. The 
speakers mostly read then speeches, and they sit while 
dehveimg them It is not easy to heai, and the pio- 
cecdmgs are dull The room is a veiy good one, and, 
with the passage leadmg to it, is hung with the 
portraits of old Viceroys The most mteiestmg picture 
is that of Warren Hastmgs, who looks lathei hlce Shake- 
speare I was sorry that I did not stay longer at the 
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Council, for all^the epeechefl -^ere over at five and 
D eaid a few words This ends the prelumnaiy pro- 
ceedings of the Bengal Bent Bill, and now the 193 
amendments have to be difloassGd 

"We are all very Ml of the great durbar which is to 
be held at Rawal Pmdi for the Amir Out big camp 
will be out about 20 000 troops will be collected there 
and it will be qmte an hiatoncal event. The CounoiUorB 
their wives Evnd several other people come and we wonder 
whether’the present Amir will agree with Shere A 1 i, who 
after aeemg alFthe beauty and fashion of our soaety 
said You English are very proud of not shuttmg up 
your women but you ore very clever about it for I see 
you only let out the ugly ones 

Wednesday 4t/t — I had a small garden party for 
lawn tennis and badminton and succeeded m getting 
people to come m the necessary flannels I played 
badmmton D showed off bis new court with wooden 
walls and Nelly played tennis with the best of them 
We bod the bond discoursmg, and spent a very pleasant 
afternoon. The Ckiuncil was only just over m time 
They ait almost every day and all lunch with us with 
the exception of Mahometans and Hmdus who sit m 
different chambers downstairs and eat sweets and dnnk 
cold water 

In the evening wo went to a Porsee theatre A beau 
tiful box was made for us m the very centre of the stalls 
close to the stage The piece was an operetta called 
‘ The Padlock. Tlio singing was of the most sipg-song 
monotonous and unmusical clia’Ticter All the per- 
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foimeis, including the heiome, woie black Telvet tunics 
and ti ousel s coveied ivith spangles She was a man, 
and not lovely, weie amused by it, but the oichestia 
was a melancholy moan lesembhng bagpipes The 
second piece was called ‘ A Fancy Ball ’ One man kept 
the stage, while the guests at the ball peifoimed the 
well-known stage-aimy tuck, and, aftei passmg thiough 
one way, leappeaied agam m a diffeient diess, but with- 
out any attempt at disguise The piece ended with a 
loyal song and a most unflatteiing tianspaiency of oui 
giacious Queen 

Tlmisday, Sth — The theimometei now is about 85° m 
the shade I don’t find it at all too hot , but befoie we go 
on the 23id it will piobablybe 95°. We had a plague of 
flymg ants m the diawing-ioom just befoie dmner , they 
weie swaimmg lound a lamp and lying m Jayeis on the 
table They made such a mess that the 100m had to be 
shut up. They diop then wmgs, and appeal as ciawlmg 
things, and m every stage of then existence they aie 
extiemely disagieeable 

Fiiday, 6th . — Goaded on by my family to take exer- 
cise, and having no engagements foi the day, I lode m 
the moimng and played tennis m the afternoon, and 
found it lathei too much for me 

Sir Samuel and Lady Baker aiiived. They come 
on a shootmg expedition, and aie so full. of all then 
preparations that they actually do not appreciate the 
prospec^ve dehghts of Baiiackpoie, and elect to remam 
heie for Sunday. j 
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Saturday yth — The Oalmitta Yolonteew were m 
■flpeoted by the Viceroy this afternoon He went m 
uniform, and walked up and down their ranks and then 
made a speech to them while I renmmed on the dais, 
and afterwards gave away the prmes D is honorary 
colonel of the regiment The small company of Naval 
Volunteers was also there. 

From this functioD we drove straight to the tram 
and were at Barraokpore in an hour s tune 

Sunday 8 th — A perfectly heavenly day the air 
delightful, and the temperature agreeably warm the 
stm was however hot enough to make drmng to church 
more prudent than walking "When we got there we 
found the whole upper part of the building swaying 
about — from north to sooth from east to west swing 
swing, swing, the punkahs. As I got into my place I 
heard behmd me a very audible These homd things 1 
from D and he immediately had ours stopped, a pro- 
ceedmg which the punkahwaUah found difficult to under 
stand and he stood all through the service grinning 
and expectant, with the rope m his hand The rest of 
the sky however kept waving and I felt doubtful for 
some time whether the surrounding oeciUations would 
produce sleep or sea-aickness Punkahs are very ugly 
things — heavy bars of wood with very thick and un 
ornamental flounces of brown holland, swung by ropes 
from the coiling and just high enough to escape a short 
person and to disarrange the curia of a tall one Next 
Sunday midday scmccs will bo abolished, ani^ jf we 
don t get up at 7 30 wo must wmt till the evening for 
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oui cliurch. Aiid 5'ct so fai the tbcimometci is soldom 
o^el So° Decidedly we make a gieat fuss ovei beat 
liere. 

Tuesday, lOih — Tbe Yiceioy bad another deputation 
of zemmdais piotesting against tbe Bib, wbicb wiU 
piobably be made law to-moiiow. I don’t tbmk they 
can ba\e expected to gam much by it, but they are veiy 
sanguine and ba^e gieat faitb in agitation. 

Wednesday, nth — Tbe Bengal Bent Bill was passed 
to-day. I went into tbe Council Boom to bear tbe final 
oiations D. spoke last and veiy well. 

Havmg beaid that tbe Bill bad become law, I went ofi 
to lay tbe foundation-stone of a home for gnls studymg 
medicme Tbe money foi it bas been given by tbe 
Mabaianee Suinomoyee, wbo seems to be a most cbaii- 
table lady. Tbe ceiemony was tbe same as usual, and 
I was given a veiy handsome tiowel. 

In tbe moinmg I bad an mteiview with a high 
autboiity about domg up some of tbe 100ms m tbe 
bouse I wiU teU you moie about that when I have 
qmte decided wbeie I sbab begm. 

Thursday, 12th — I got a gieat deal of woik into this 
day. I went m tbe moinmg to see tbe Economic 
Museum, which I have mentioned to you befoie, and 
aftei lookmg tbiough tbe two rooms of which I thought 
it consisted — tbe one contammg pretty tbmgs bought 
from tbe exhibition, and tbe other models of various 
natives from Assam, the Nicobar, and tbe Andaman 
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Ifllandfl with their fiahmg ehoohng and honflflhold mi 
plements — fcrand that there were two more rooms m 
this part of the bmldmg, and that b^ond there was a 
great mnsenm of which I had never even heard before 
though the gentleman with me told me it waa of world 
wide celebrity I just walked through it and was very 
glad to find there was such a place, for there is not very 
mnoh to see m Calcutta and here one could spend many 
days in looking at all the things This morning I did 
not attempt to do more than find out that there was a 
big room full of minerals one of etufifed AUTmtila one of 
birds, and large coIl&ctionB of sbells insects foesHs 
carvingB, musical lustniinente Lc die Two of the pma ll 
ideas 1 carried away were gathered over the insecte and 
the poisons The butterfliee exactly representing green 
leaves were quite new to me, and I could not have believed 
that the resemblance could be bo exact between on 
Animal and a plant The poison of the cobra was shown 
us in a small bottle on which was written that the 
quantity contamed m it would till 7,450 chickens or 46 
dogs The gentleman who ahowed it to us had himself 
■collected it, and the process most have been exciting 
One man held the snake by the head and the tail which 
naturally imtatod it and our friend presented a spoon 
covered by a palm leaf to its mouth the angry snake 
bit tiirou^ the leaf and the flmd fell into the spoon 
Another external iwison is a small red berry which 
goldsmiths use here as a weight when mixed up with 
water it can be worked into a pomt, and a pnok from 
that pomt is certam death. 

The sun was very powerful this morning and one 
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ielt obliged to get veiy quicLly into the coveied carnage 
so as not to be exposed to it foi a moment 

In the afternoon I paid my fiist visit to a zenana. 
NVe diove tbioiigb the native town to the house The 
mastei of it met us at the dooi, and conducted us up 
to the loom wheie the ladies weie. The vhole space 
seemed to be cut up mto veiy small looms furnished m 
the Emopean ivay, and with punkahs swmgmg so low 
that one had to be peipetually dodgmg them His wife 
woie a violet and gold silk gaiment ovei hei, a black 
velvet jacket underneath, and jewels eveiywheie, a 
quantity hanging ovei hei foiehead, enoimous imgs 
unending and dependmg horn hei eais, a veiy big one 
m hei nose, eight oi nme fine necklaces, at least sixteen 
biacelets on hei aims, and a laige ornament on the 
hack of each hand, to which chams and a img foi each 
fingei were attached A giown-up daughtei-m-law 
swathed in black and gold was veiy shy, and kept hei 
face coveied, but the father -m-law kej)t saymg, ‘You 
may look at liei,’ so we hfted the veil and peeped. She 
was lathei a fme-lookmg gul A httle granddaughter, 
also magnificently bedizened, and a man red daughter 
completed the party We spoke a little, and fingered 
and admired the jewels, and then the veiled lady was 
sent away m oidei that her bi other -m-law might be 
admitted 

The second part of the entertamment was ‘Five o’clock 
tea,’ m the shape of coeoanut and other cakes made 
with ghi (a sort of melted butter, which lenders them 
almost ^uneatable to us), champagne and ices I boldly 
fasted aU the cakes, which had been made by the lady 
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of the house but I did not get very far with them 
Then we returned to the senana and the wife put 
wreaths of very strong smelling flowers round our necks 
then ahe put a still stronger odour on onrhandierchiefe 
and gave us each a large bouquet of roses omamanted 
with tinsel and so adorned we drove through the streets 
of Caloutta I am sure we must have perfumed the 
whole town and I know I was glad when I could escape 
from my wreath my pocket-handkerchief and from the 
whole carnage foil of scent 

In the evening we had a big walk round, that is 
a drum of great dimensions We opened the first 
floor of the house right through from verandah to 
verandah, had the band and a boffet in the Marble Hall> 
and mnted everybody I thought it a very pretty 
party there was so much space, and the Onental 
dresses always beautify the crowd I walked and talked 
all the tune bat D was obliged to mu some budmesa 
with his pleasure and to ait out with a man He 
only comes in at the end of onr dinner has his breakfasts 
and luncheons cut abort and is altogether busy What 
peace the two-tou boat on the Bosphorus was to be sure t 

Friday — I had been most annous for D to 
SCO one of my picturesque Hindu schools and had 
persuaded him to engage himself for the pnae givmg at 
the Bothuno School which is a seoalor one for girla 
where they teach the higher branches take degrees 
lo BO I was much disappomfcd to find that it woa not 
at all picturesque "Ulth education nnfortunatclv comes 
a toflto for English miUmery and^a deporturo the 
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good taste geneially mbeicnt; to a national costume, and 
I could leally nwan ylien piinccss fiocks, maiabout 
feathcis, and othei shabby finely aie flaunted befoieme. 
P.and I sat on a dais with a veiy big table m fiont of us, 
ylneli intoifeied with oui \ic\v, and the piize-winueis 
y]io appealed bcfoie us had to oveicome feaiful obstacles 
to icach us many a foot of native aiiangement was 
displayed undei the Eiuopcan vaiinsh as the imfoitu- 
natc y eaiei stiuggled up on to the platfoim It gave me 
time, hoye^el, to considei the costume question fuUy, 
and to come to even stiongei opinions upon the subject 
than I held befoie , it also made me look at the needle- 
woik in a veiy unsjonpathetic spiiit Why should we 
intioduce into this countiy the ciochet and woolwoik of 
which we aie so sick at home? But we do, and take 
gieat tiouble to dm it uito* the fingeis of these pool 
childien mstead of encouiagmg then own beautiful 
embioide.iies 

We listened to seveial ‘ tunes ’ on the piano, to some 
songs, and to a lepoit , but the most pleasing thmg to 
me ui this paiticulai function was the nice face of the 
fiist ‘ B A ’ She IS a teachei m the school now, and 
happily keeps to hei own gi aceful gaiments A veiy 
excellent education is given to gnls at this school, and 
I hope to visit it some day when the pupils aie at 
woik 

Satmclay, 14th — We weie to have gone to Baiiack- 
poie yesteiday, but put it off? as NeUy had hint hei foot 
andcouli notmove To-day I was obhged to leave hei, 
as I had a school feast^to see aftei Eachel and I went 
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Tip m the launch and lunched under the banian tree, 
and then soon after four the children began to arrive. 
The object of the feaet ttos what I call ray own httle 
BohooL I told yon about it once before and I will joat 
say now that it contama the most delightful mfent of 
four years old that I ever saw She is such a very 
pretty httle thing with a brown skm such white teeth 
pretty brown eyes and ehort black hair, and with her 
mnahn garment over her head and covering her down to 
the feet she looks a regular httle woman She clung to 
Rachel or me all the day chattered away m her un 
known tongue played games most merrily and tied 
up a quantity of sweets m the comer of her muslin to 
take home to her mother which sweets being full of 
hqueuT soon came to gnef and when Raobel put a rose in 
front of her drees she looked so amused and so pleased 
with it and then at tea she managed the nnacoustomed 
food and sQtgt spoon most cleverly I never saw such a 
duck as she is — ShusQ Bala by name. The children m 
thiB school are mostly Christian the boys who were 
Hin du could not come lest they should break their caste 
by catmg but the girls did and the teacher let them 
cat thinking that if tho parents were very particular 
they would not have allowed them to come. The other 
gueetsweroBunday-school children somcRoman Cathoho 
children and some xiensioners. It was a feast indeed, 
and I hope no one is tho worse for it. Tho most showy 
cakes and shapes of various kmda hod been saved up from 
our last big party and you never saw such a quantity 
of pink and white sugar jams and all that isfunwholo- 
some wliilo theway in which thoigucsta mixed OTorything, 



1885 


SCHOOL TEE AT 


83 


and ate chocolate, and lelly, and ice, and bonbons, and 
plum, sponge, and seed cakes all togetbei, made one 
sbuddei 

The pensioneis A\eie given meat and beei — and 
tbeieby bangs a tale, foi the beoi latbei elated a pool 
old man, who says the ‘ Ameus’ loudly m cbuicb eveiy 
Simday, and be began to pi ay foi me and foi eveiyoue 
else m such an obstiepeious mannei that be bad to be sat 
upon and sent borne We thought it bad also latber 
excited some soldieis’ wiies who slipped m, and one was 
beaid entbusiastieaUy to declaie ‘ that she wished she bad 
come beie without bei cbildien > ’ We bad elephants, 
which weie extiemely populai, eveiyoue wanting to have 
a iide, but unfoitunately the animals got cioss oiei the 
constant bneelmg down and gettmg up agam, and I bad 
to stop the iides foi feai of accidents Loid Heibiand 
Bussell (who was most good-natuied the whole day) began, 
at my request, to buiiy down all the cbildien bom out of 
a bowdab, and was woudeimg bow on eaitb one bowdab 
could bold so many, when be discoveied that Majoi 
Coojiei was as lapidly bftmg them up on the other side 

My bttle school played games veiy nicely, but the 
Eiuopeans were latbei giand and dub I dealt round 
more cakes befoie they went, and they ab looked very 
happy and pleased The band was nearly as attractive 
as the elephants, and the soldiers’ wives danced to the 
music, then performance m that bne helping to amuse 
the bttle ones. 

D. came out m the evemng 

Monday, i6th . — Ygsteiday was the warmest day we 
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np m the launch^ and Itinobed under the baman tree 
and then soon after four the children began to amve ^ _ 
The ol^ect of the feast woe what I call my own little 
school I told you about it once before and I will just ^ 
say now that it contains the most delightful mfent of 
four years old that I ever saw Bhe w suoh^^ very l 
pretty httle thmg, with a brown akm, such white teeth 
" pretty brown eyes, and short blach hair and w^h her 
mnahn garment over her head and covering her down to 
the feet she looks a regular httle woman She clung to 
Rachel or mo all the day chattered away in her un 
known tongue played games most morrily and tied 
up a quantity of swoets m the corner of her mushn to 
take home to her mother which sweets being full of 
liqueur soon camo to gnef end when Rachel put a rose m 
front of her dress she looked so omnsod and bo pleased 
with it and then at tea she managed the unaccustomed 
food and silver spoon most cleverly I never saw such a < 
duck as she is — BhnsQ Bala by name. Tho childron m “ 
this school arc mostly Christian the boys who were 
Ilmdu could not como lest they should breaLthcir casto 
by eating but tlie girls did and tho tcoclior lot Ibcjn 
cat thinking that if the parents wore verj particular 
tho} would not have allowed them to come The 
guests were Sunday school children BompnonianwC|jiTlI^o 
cbndrcn and some pensioners It was a fcajt md(^ 
and I hope no one is tho aorpo for it Tlio most 8<|ou^ ' 

cnkt'^ntid sliapcsof vanouskimlshad been savtxl up f-oni 
our last big party and von never sau such a quantity 
of pink and wlnto sugar jams and all tiint isfunuholo- 
f rnu whilo tlicwuy m whicli thcctucsts milt'd everything 
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and ate chocolate, and jelly, and ice, and bonbons, and 
plum, sponge, and seed cakes all togethei, made one 
shuddei 

The pensioneis weie given meat and beei — and 
theieby hangs a tale, foi the beei lathei elated a poor 
old man, who says the ‘Amens’ loudly m chuich every 
Sunday, and he began to pi ay for me and foi eveiyone 
else m such an obstiepeious mannei that he had to be sat 
upon and sent home We thought it had also lathei 
excited some soldieis’ wives who shpped m, and one was 
heaid enthusiastieaUy to declaie ‘ that she wished she had 
come heie without hei children’ ’ We had elephants, 
which were extiemely popular, eveiyone wanting to have 
a iide, but unfoitunately the animals got cross over the 
constant Imeelmg down and gettmg up agam, and I had 
to stop the iides foi fear of accidents. Lord Hei brand 
EusseU (who was most good-natured the whole day) began, 
at my request, to hurry down aU the children from out of 
a howdah, and was wondermg how on earth one howdah 
could hold so many, when he discovered that Major 
Coopei was as rapidly hftmg them up on the other side 

My httle school played games very nicely, but the 
Euroiieans were lathei grand and dull I dealt roimd 
more cakes before they went, and they aU looked very 
' happy and pleased The band was nearly as attractive 
as the elephants, and the soldiers’ wives danced to the 
music, then performance m that hue helping to amuse 
the httle ones. 

D. came out m the evening 

Monday, i6tli — Yfsteiday was the warmest day ve 
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hare bad, 90^ where we sat all the monung A very 
big snahe OTfir six feet id length fell ont of a tree on to 
a sentry who killed it and showed it to us 

We went to ohoroh in the evening, and our bonnets 
were perpetnally swept by the punkahs They are 
dreadful things I think There is a sort of confuflion 
Tvhich IS bewildering Some swing across you, and 
some to and from von and they are polled bj different 
men who keep different bme and one feels as if one 
never could get accustomed to the unsteady appearance 
of cTorytlung overhead They made the church qmte 
cool and I was not at all conscious of having felt the 
heat, but I suppose I did for when I got up tins morn- 
ing I found myself staggering about and was really for 
from woU all day The doctor kept mo l)ing down and 
gave mo Q great deal of stimnlnnt end as I am not 
8 upi)Osed to liavo behoved m tho heat I am tnumphed 
oicr I have not rcoUy/cf/it but one molts m tho most 
rapid manner at night, and I suppose that takes it out 
of one 


'Jitrtilaif tyth — Vto ore still somewhat of mvahds 
NtlK having made her foot worse bv over-oxorfaon has 
to U careful and I found that a few guests at dinner 
lirwl mo much We dined out on tho Imlconi but it 
won mail day and I) wnsftobusi that ho ran in and out 
of diniur and did not manage to dress for it 


II f Inrt Imj iSlIt — TIio packing lias Iieguii jand our 
rrwm<J ore onct mort iltnudtd ^nd I feel that before 
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going I ought to give you a shoit letrospective account 
of oui hfe heie as it appeals to me at the end of the 
season. 

The house I like very much, and we have been veiy 
comfoi table m it, and hope by degiees to do it up and 
make it veiy pietty My own looms aie chainung, and 
the balcony delightful, and, though I nevei go mto it, 
theie IS a veiy nice gaiden The tenms comt I do 
hequent sometimes, and D iilays almost every day in 
his He woiks all day, with the exception of this hour’s 
play, and only appeals at bieakfast, luncheon, and 
agam at dmnei, but happdy he seldom does anythmg 
aftei that The gnls have then httle boudou and veiy 
nice big looms upstaus, and aie very happy and meiiy 
iogethei 

Though we hve m the same house, and have oui 
meals togethei, I do not really see much of the Staff 
heie. They aie all young, and all have then own 
friends and amusements , and as they have nothmg to 
do with the Government business it is qmte diffeient 
iiom an embassy 

I don’t thmk I have qmte enough to do, and theie 
^eems a difficulty m Calcutta m ever gettmg hold of 
u^nythmg one can do I have, I hope, got the society 
on lathei a better footmg, and I have managed to have 
some small enteitamments, mstead of always askmg 
eveiybody to eveiythmg, and the paities have been 
pleasant, and not stiff. 

Foi my day, I write moie oi less all the moinmg, 
■occasionally gomg out on my balcony and commun- 
ing with my bnds , and in the afternoon, if theie is no 
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ftmchon I sit on the tennis ground and then come m 
and read till dressing time Now that it is hot we dine 
on a verandah and aometnnes we sit out m the evening 
eometimes manage to get up a game of Bome kmd and 
always go to bed early and go through a proceee of 
melting till the mommg 

This afternoon I had a final email garden party to 
aay good bye to a few people here I had meant to play 
badminton but was not np to it 

A native gentleman aent me what they call a Dolly 
which iB really a tray foD of little presents It was a 
very intereBling one t«id he wrote a nice letter with it 
Baying that w© hod evinced a bndly feeling towards 
our Eastern customs and (he welfare of our women 
therefore I venture to aend these presents at the earnest 
request of my wife The greater part are hold 
auspicious by our women as conducing to the success 
and long Ufo of their busbonds. Ono tray conlamed 
bouquets and wronths of flowers and then tlioro were a 
quantity of puailo boxes, bangles cut in bono two toDot 
brtshets covered with cowne shells and containing small 
mirrors combs rod powder Ac — moUiora present thcEO 
to their dnugbtors on Iho occasion of mamage two 
largo conch shells ono of them a ancred blowing instru 
ment used at marriages births Ac and one used at the 
time of coronation by pouring water from it on tho head 
of the king It di«pc)s all evils whoro water is drunk 
nut of it or poured on tho head Tlio red powder is 
used by Tlindu women from the day of their mamage 
Tlie lindogroora with his own hand puts fins poWer on 
bis bndc B forehead where the luir Is parted and slio 
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always weais it until she becomes a widow With these 
thmgs weie some models of fish, hogs, seipents, &c , 
made m clay. 

We aie going to ask the Duke and Duchess of 
Connaught to come to Eawal Pmdi. We had not asked 
them befoie, as we thought all then plans foi gomg to 
England had been made. 
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At Allflliabad the Lieutenant Governor Sir Alfred 
Lyall the local goveminent and a number of natives met 
us An address tvob read and D took the opportunity 
of saying with what pnde we had heard of the gallantry 
of our Indian troops m Egypt 

Allahabad la very unmterestmg there is not hing at 
all to see and there is nothing very charactenatic about 
it The crov d is rather more picturesque than that of 
Calcutta but all we saw of the town was brown and 
dusty and muddy looking — mud houses a tank with 
mud banks and two mnd lalands m the ■centre of it 
with a muddy looking tree and httle temple upon them 
a long dusty road and a bit of park — the gross part 
etnigglmg to bo green but only managing it by contrast 
mg itself with the aspbalte tennis courts which out into 
it—tbtn the Government House which is mce It is of 
the bungalow typo but has high and large rooms 
opening on to the prettiest flower garden I have seen m 
India The dlnmg room is rather like a church 
especmll} when a church is bong with punkahs Lady 
Lyall IS m England and one daughter is loft with her 
fatlicr licro There wos a big dinner and a party m the 
evening I was rather sleepy after my journey, but 
I was earned off to l«d just as I had found Bome one 
I knew something of — Mr Ilackott a missionary "Wo 
Imd begun to talk of Bray, and then of his work 
hero when the party cndwl "Wo had better nows of 
■Nelly before dinner so I shall not have to go back to her 

Ilrr/ncx/fav — p Iwd a durbar for the Vabarnjah 

Holkar and a pniatc conversation witli him afterwards 
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and later in tlic dai the Yiceioj* letnined Ins visit. 
I dioic to sec the Foil The onh points of inteiest 
tlicic aic the viciv fioin the laiup.iits of the junction of 
the Jumna and the Ganges, and a sin me Thousands 
of pilgiims come heicto bathe in the sacicd inci and to 
piopitiate the gods at the shiine The mow, as a laev, is 
an ugly one , theic is no evcitement oiei the meeting of 
the livers, and thcie is much sand, and no high giound 
to he seen The shiine is an undeigiound place sup- 
poited b}' small columns and thickly populated vith gods. 
One IS a hiass face, anothei is a lump of stone, the 
favouiite one had se-^eial bits of money and some imgs 
hung befoie hei , and a piece of stone with a split in it 
is shovn, which a gicat king said was no god, but when 
he stiuck it vith his svoid, blood iiiocceded fiom the 
wotmd, and then he said it was a god 

The an heic is hottei, but much diiei than that of 
Calcutta, and mosquitoes aie plentiful, but not veiy 
lioisonous T 7 e ha'se just heaid that the Duke and 
Duchess of Connaught will come to the camp, and theie 
IS veiy little time to make piepaiations foi them We 
left Allahabad late in the evenmg, and had a cool night 
in the tiam 

Thui sday, 26tli — Anothei day and mght of tiavelhng, 
but the an is gettmg soiefreshmg that it leally does one 
good I won’t say much about oui journey, as I shall 
have so many things to tell you m this lettei Nelly 
leaves Calcutta to-mght 

O 


Friday, 2ytli — We had a perfectly delightful day m 
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the tram ram had fallen in the neighbourhood, and 
everything ■was fresh loofang no dust and no heat 
I feel BO very much better than I have ever done at 
Calcutta, and qmte free from a Bort of depreesion that I 
auflered a httle from there The scenery waa very mte- 
restmg os we came along, the stations gay with flowers 
the trees -with their freah spring foliage on and the 
country peopled ■with a new more piotnresque and much 
more stalwart sot of beings than one sees m Bengal 
There were great strotchee of land so carved out by water 
that the mud banka looked just bke the volcamo rocks 
at Aden only that we were on a level with the tops of 
them and could see the patches of grass growmg on 
thoir sumnuts then there were mud villagefl just like 
the Eg}'pUan ones and at last the mountams and 
glimpses of snowy peaks and trees in the foreground 
and all toned down by the recent ram mto blues and 
purples and mj-stenous tints 

As wo approached Bawal Pmdi wo could see a whole 
town of tents before ns and wo kept passmg groups of 
stmngo figures sittmg on houeo-tops or gnpmg up at us 
from the wa3*8ido irapromptn stables full of horsoe and 
mules yard* full of camels and fine white cattle and 
when wo actually reached tlio station there was a mag 
nificont army of Bntish uniforms — the Commander m 
Chief Sir Ikinnld Stewart, General Ilanhngo from 
Bomltav Sir F Boborts from Ifadras Sir indiad 
Biddalph the General in command here many more 
officers heaps of aides-de-camp governors members 
of Council Ac and Wlimd them a long lino of native 
pnneoH the Punjab dnefs Tlioy were prcBcnttxl ono 
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by one to the Yiceioy, -which gave me time to admue 
then clothes and then splendid je-welleiy One had a 
gieat Clown on, something hke a bishop’s mitie, but, 
magnificent though it looked, it is by no means his best 
one ' We walked on ahttle, and weie met by the ‘ Mayoi 
and Aldeimen ’ of Eawal Pmdi m full Oiiental costume 
They lead the addiess fiom the mumcipahty m Hindu- 
stani, His Excellency iej)lymg m English Then we got- 
mto om o-wn carnages, which have come down heie, 
and, pieceded by om own magnificent body-guaid and 
escoited by the 9th Lanceis, we diove to oui camp It 
was a mile fiom the station, and the whole wa}^ soldieis 
stood shouldei to shouldei on eithei side of the load, 
Enghsh and native legunents alternately, ten thousand 
men, and as the caiiiage apinoached each new legiment 
saluted, and ‘ God save the Queen ’ went on fiom band to 
band aU down the hue The meie fact of seemg all these 
difieient umfoims and laces of men was most mteiestmg 
Seafoith Bhghlandeis, Light Infantiy, Lish Fusdieis, 
Eifles, Bengal Cavahy, Hiagoons, Caiabmeeis, the cele- 
biated Guide Coips, the Mooltan Horse, and the waihke 
andbeUicose little Gooikhas, weie aU there , and behmd 
then hnes weie crowds of natives , camels weaimg smart 
led saddlecloths and led Maiie-Stuait^caps upon then 
heads, with then eais commg coquettishly and becomingly 
out of them , a big caiiiage drawn by fom camels be- 
longmg to Sn Charles Aitchison, and mule batteries, 
and occasional groups of Enghsh people— such a 
combmation of mihtaiy and Oiiental pomp as I feel 
it impossible to give you any but the very famtest 
idea of And as -ne^ reached om camp came the 



04 Otis nOBSEGAJj LIFE IE IE VIA ok. in 

last honooi m tte shape of a Balnt® boonung m our very 
care 

The Viceroy's camp conmats of thirty-eix tents for 
Staff and for guests and these fonn a street eighteen on 
each mde with a broad strip of grass m front of them and 
two Wide roads with another mde stretch of grass down the 
centre the length of which is broken with fountains and 
rockenes and femenea At the top of this double street 
la our tent palace. The first room m it is an enor 
mous drawing room then comes a stQl bigger durbar 
tent and then — always under cover — yon 'pass on to Her 
Excellency s boudoir HisExcoUency s office her bedroom 
his room with dreaaiog rooms and bath rooms and then 
there IS the young ladies boudoir and their bedrooms, 
and a tent for ktiss Blackwell one for Mr howell one 
for Miss M Donald and ono for His Eicehenoy s bearer 
(or under ralet) and ono for onr nyahs (or under maids) 
and my boudoir opens on to a square, full of pots of 
flowers where a httlo fonntam spnnUea a bed of maiden 
hnir and m all tho rooms there are Persian carpets and 
sofa* and anncbairs m tho bedrooms pier glasses, 
cheats of drawers and wardrobes Tho street has lamp- 
posts all down it and water laid on tlicro are tolcphonce 
and a post-office messengers on camels and six extra 
aides do-enmp in waiting on as — and that is the way vro 
ore ' rougbing it m camp ( 

In addition to this yoa mast imagine the kitchen 
department cmd our band and our numbers of sen outs 
and tlun onr guardil I bthcro no ha\o rows oiid rows 
oflKxly guard and policemen and Bcafortli Hjehlandera 
kfijimg watch over us here And this that I have 
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been desciibmg to you is only our ovrn camp The 
Commandei -in-Chief ’s camp is a mile away, and theie 
IS the Lieutenant-Goveinoi’s camp nearly as far off, and 
the native camp stdl faithei, and the Civil camp some- 
wheie about, and then all the vaiious legiments qmte 
out of sight of oui establishment, some of them mne 
miles off 

The only diawback to oui comfoit is that aftei the 
heat of Calcutta we find the tents cold D and I dined 
alone and sat ovei a httle stove, while all the guests dmed 
in the mess tent 

Satin day, 2 Sth — Fiom eleven till one o’clock the 
Viceioy sat m duibar, while I managed to see all 
that was mteiestmg and to omit what was tnesome 
He leceived seven of the Punjab chiefs one by one, 
each one with all the ceiemomes I have desciibed 
to you befoie As each Eajah ajipi cached, a gun at 
the bottom of the ‘ stieet ’ announced his aiiival, 
while his depaitine was signalled by anothei at the 
top These gentlemen all came m then piopei oidei 
of piecedence 

Fust Patiala, a boy of twelve, who aiiived m a won- 
deifid sdvei and gold caiiiage Then Pahawalpui, the 
ownei of the two ciovns ' He was woitli seemg He 
woie white tiouseis, a heavily embioideied gold coat, 
and then such a tiaia, encuclmg such a jiictuiesque 
head ' His haii is long and black, and the lowest 
pait of this diamond ciown must be thiee inches 
high, vlnle the fiont of it cannot be less than seven 
Theie is a black cap msi^e of it, but beuig the same coloin 
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afl hiB it doOT not ahoir Jhind Tvas a fine old man, 
also with some splendid jewelB and then there came 
Nabha, who disputes mth Jhind the third place and 
therefore it is arranged that while Jhind visits the 
Viceroy firsti the retom nmt is paid to Nabha first 
Kapurthalla is twelve years old, but he weighs fourteen 
stone and is at present learning English Persian 
Urdu and Gurmukhi So in the hst I watched 
their amvals, and was amused and interested in their 
‘turns out Some had scarlet runners before them 
carrying loncca some bad mounted lancers and gentle- 
men ploying the tom tom as they rode. Some had 
great state umbrellas over their heads AH had four 
horses and Patiala and Kapurthalla both drove in silver 
carnages Each had a European gentleman with him 
who knl him by the hand into the presence of the 
Viceroy There eat D on his golden throne during 
seven long visits making conversation touching and 
remitting mohurs giving attar and pan It was a 
hard morning a work followed by a hard afternoon 
when Ijo had to return all these visits The number of 
guns fired during the day was 499 that is 127 for the 
Pajahs who came and 372 for the Mcoroya rotom 
%'iait'^ 

I received a few people (withont guns) at four 0 clock 
and then went for a drive taking Iiaily Poberts and Hire, 
Paget with me Tlicre is a icry prottj pork hero and 
the 1q\x1v mountain iitw nnd bracing air made it very 
pleasant In the evening wc Imd a small dinner of 
fmrloen nnd nftcnvnnls 0 liad a Icvuc at which i loo 
pri'M'ntnlion^ were made 
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Sunday, 2gtli — We aie cold, veiy cold indeed It 
lams and blows, and we sit ovei om little stoves, and 
put on extia gaiments and wmtei undeiclothnig, and 
Ml Balfoui, who does not take these piecautions, im- 
mediately iaUs ill D and I thought the chmch veiy 
diaughty, foi m India it is always sujiposed to he hot, 
and windows and doois aie dealt with accoidingly 

This IS a good moment just to teU you about oui extia 
Staff We have Colonel Fitzgeiald and Captam Gubbms, 
both of the Hydeiabad Contmgent, Mi. Lawience, 17th 
Lanceis, a son of the late Loid Lawience, Mi Goad of 
the Bengal Cavahy, and Colonel Feigus-Giaham, who is 
always an Honoiaiy ADC Om guests aie Sn F and 
Lady Bobeits, Geneial Haidmge, Geneial and Mis 
Paget (tiavellers), the Hopes, Bayleys, Mi Gibbs, Geneial 
Wilson, and Mi Ilbeit, Councillors 

In the afternoon D and I went ovei to see the house 
and carnal aiianged for the Amu If it contmues to be 
so chilly, I am sme he will appieciate a house Foi 
dmbais he has two magnificent led tents hned with 
Kashnm shawls which have been lent by the Maha- 
rajah of Kashmu They aie supported by silvei pillars, 
and aie altogether beautiful We had a few young men 
to lunch, have a small number of people to dme, and 
expect NeUy andEachel to arrive about ten o’clock 

Monday, ^oth — ^We weie awoke this mornmg by the 
lam patteimg on om tent, and were kept awake by the 
noismess of a ciow who sat on our loof and discomsed 
to the suBiounding colony. It is really dreadful that it 
should be so damji and cold • 

VOL I 
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TVe could do nothing all day on account of the 
Tveather and when the Dohe and Duchess of Connaught 
came late at mght I had to get into a waterproof to go 
across to their tent 


Tuesday 3iif— Alaal alas’ Snchanightl Thunder 
and pouring ram, and such torrents in the morning that 
there was no use m getting up to see the Amir a entry Aa 
it turned out there was nothing to see for under the 
circumstanceg he naturally preferred a cloee carnage to 
a state elephant and the procession had to be given up 
The fifty elephants were sent home and the troops in 
great coats looted nusemble the only choerful and ap- 
propriate port of the proceedings was the tone to which 
the Amir was marched to Uib bouse — He might have 
boon a Bosaian he might hare been a Prussian but m 
spite of all temptation he is an Englishman I 

Our condition m our tents is rory bad oil the pas- 
sages botWfon one room and another are wet, and one 
lias to rush past ovory jom to avoid receivmg a cold drop 
down one s back The great Shanuana (a fiat roofed 
tent) is 80 destroyed that it is impoBsiblo to have the 
durbar to-day and tbo prospects for the renew ore very 
bad ns the ground is m snoh a fearful state of mud 
■^Ticn once it was decided to postpone the durbar it was 
arranged tliat tbo Amir iboold come and see the 'Viecroy 
j^nvatclv I was taking the Duchess a drive between 
i-honcrM find saw him both going and coming IIosecrQS 
to bo a \trvfinc loolcrngmau and his uniform ligg some- 
thing of a Bus lan ciraracter D asked thcDuko of 
Connaught to bo jircsont at tlnp visit as it was purely 
compbrntnlary 
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A\i* lia<i an (nminon-. ilmin i in tin ‘(]nil):n Iniif,’ 
tin in-' (I n‘ in linir it n loii” and iiaiiow. liiud 
\.j:h l>la( ami \Unt' , ninl < nnv.i(l, 1, (1 V smiul. Thoia 
>r. >t (InmhlniH tlia and wiiifa 

lullii-'. ’Mid tin -o ntnif up tliioindi Ilia 1 ilil<‘ ^^(’ll^ld 
Itrou 'Id <nn «tniMmn;>l plali , and tin lalda InoKcd 
\(i\ UK' 'Mid tin* lonin K'd « ciufoi tabh wuni — Im( oil t 
tin liitiai tolii of 111 . -^it 1 111,^' loom ' And tin dnpjmipts 
\\a pot to li ’ \Vi all nl foi \\<uilkn ^lianls and 
wrajijnd n]> 


ihtr/,J)>/!l I t '1 liiii"'- pot \\oi s(> and uoi se 
.ill da\. until it I'mt. win n dinnai-tmu* aamo, wo woio in 
' lio{K‘k‘-‘- (onditnnpand dunkd to po into housos at 
once A\i‘ did not aifimpt to clianpi* mil diosso^, and 
t\on to pa^*- from .me mom to lliu oiliei wo had to put 
on w.itti janof.- .ind tliiok hoots, and ovoi.\ tune an\ 
■one attiinjikd to come (luouph a dooi lio had to 
put up an iimhiella and pimp a ditch, and when I, clad 
.IS if foi a tounlr,> walk, put in} foot out of my hed- 
loom, I sank in the mud and had to go back to change 
The Duchess and Lad> Downc liad to bo earned acioss 
to dinner, the giils w'eie told to pack then tilings and 
to slceji in the sitting-ioom as a diiei place tliau then 
owm tent The Downes and Bayleys weie w'aslicd quite 
out of thou tents, and eveiyone w'as m a moic oi less 
dismal condition 

You can scaicely imagine how dieadful a w'ell-soaked 
camp is — how' eveiythmg you touch is w'et, and how' 
odious the diippmgs aie Eaily in the day we had 
hoped foi bcttei thing*, and had settled to iide at live, 

H 2 
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bst by that tune the ram ras coming down m torrente 
and a thnnderHtonn was m foil swing The Commander 
in Chief managed to nde over to dine with us and we 
had two other officers and Colqnel Bradford and Major 
Ijang who traveDed with ns from England, to mate np 
onr party but we ore all getting depressed by this 
odiouB weather It is eitraordmary how the servants 
manage everythmg and brmg the dinner nnhanned 
through the seas of mud— but one feels very sorry for 
them and for their muslin covered legs, for they all 
wear white trousers. One of the fnnniesi sights is the 
mnn who attends to my stove His duty is to ait outside 
and to come creeping m every few moments to poke it 
np and to pnt cn more foeL He le anything but smart 
his garments consut of a torbon a jacket, a loin-oloth 
and a sheet oh of a very dir^ white thus h^Oy clad 
I cannot bear to know that ho is eqaatting in wet and mud 
outside so I request him to hoitbo in the room — that 
IS to roll iJimself in bis sheet and to sit huddled up m a 
comer there bo squats eyemg the pnncee, governors, 
commonders'in chief and ladies into whose society ho 
finds hunself mtrodaeed and every now and then bo 
throws off his shoot and stalks with his bare brown legs 
over to tbo tiro then rotums to ruminate in his warm 
comer Tins is a Bpecimon of tbo murturo of slmbbincss 
and finery which one notices so much m Eaatom hfo 
for wliat would tho most modest httlo householdor m 
Enpland think if ho saw a beggar coming in to do up 
his gmte during an evomng party ! And yet boro wo 
ate with seoTvB of K^rvants m gorgeous hvenes^at hand 
con uhnng this quite a nntnml apparition and no Wot 
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day I could not forgive them for eipiesamg this preference, 
x^hiob. aeoBied to me absurd 

The Amir la m great good humour and eJmoet wants 
to go on to En^and. He would like to dine here and 
altogether wishes to enjo> himaelf He wa*^ to come and 
gee Hifl Eioellanoy at three o clock bo we stood near to 
Bce him arrive our own carnage had been sent for iuro, 
and he had two othera behind fuU of his followers He 
Uimflelf iB a stout roan not very tall and snffenng either 
from gout, rhenmatigni, or fineo&n boots bo that he 
walks lame. 


He and the Viceroy, an interpreter our Foreign 
Secretary and his, aat m a tent carefully guarded cm all 
rides and there they dmeuaaed matters for three hours 
The Acuir took a good deal of enuff but had no other 
refreshment though hfs pipe-bsarer duly omved by 
Uuneelf m a carnage to prepajro hia Hubble bubble 
for him should ho wont it AD that paseed is wrapped 
in mystery and D only told ub that after he had ex 
plained the Eoghah intentions and propounded our 
news upon the Afglian «iuestion he said to the Amir 
And now what arc yourpropoaolB and opinions ? upon 
which the great man replied I don t think that ib a 
fair question 

Tho Amir has a veiy ennous guard which came to 
ndo Imck with him The etoeda are small and thin and 
tlicir little mts tails nro tied In knots tlio ndcra are 
fljiluidid spocimens of tho (tonus mgamuffin They wear 
bnghl oranfiB tumes tall Rasaian boots and on their 
heads an iraitation of our guards bearskin only made 
m the loose long wool of the black sheep Wo walked 
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lound them to look at them, and the odom that pervaded 
then neighbomhood was teiiible ' I must tell you one 
nice gentle little tiait m the Amu’s chaiactei He spent 
three horns yesteiday moinmg aiiangmg cut floweis 
in forty vases, and he expressed a wish to ha'^e large 
supphes sent him daily > And this is the man who cuts 
off heads and hangs people when at home, and who is 
accompamed heie by his executioner, who, dressed m red 
velvet, and weaimg his axe and stianglmg rope, helps at 
other tunes to put up the tents 

The Eajah of Bahawalpui sent us up (by request 
of course) his great crown to look at It is qmte magnifi- 
cent Some of the very largest are Cape diamonds, but 
as they aie arranged m alternate rows with the white 
ones, then yellow colom does not look anuss 

Another Punjab chief, Nabha, let his pipers play 
to us at luncheon It was veiy amusmg to see them, as 
the whole costume is Scotch, but pmk sdk tights have 
to he worn to simulate the dehcate complexion of the 
ordinary Highlander’s knee 

We have people to dinner and luncheon every day, 
and we iide, oi drive, or walk, and always spend much 
tune m consider mg the weather, which contmues to look 
imceitam We are quite fiightened when a gun goes 
off, lest it should bimg down the lam Sometimes, 
however, the sun shmes a httle, and the snowy range 
of the Himalaya looks qmte lovely 

Satin day, 4th — There was a dm bar m the Shamiana 
this moinmg for the smaller chiefs, who may not be 
able to lemam on for the great dmbar Even this one 
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■n-aB a fine Bight There moat have been over a hundred 
of thefle men each one in a different ooetume on array 
of beautiful coIoutb oariouB turbans, and different types 
of feces The Shaimana is a great room ninety feet 
square the throne -^ms placed opposite the entrance 
and one side of it was filled with these natives the 
other Tnth officers and spectators- Whan all were 
assembled the Yieoroy walked up the centre preceded 
by hiB Staff and seated himself on the throne, and 
then the ohiefB passed one by one before him each one 
offering gold mohurs to be touched At the end the 
A'lceroy told the interpreter what to say and be made a 
Bjiecch m HmJustam As soon aa this was over the 
tent was arranged for an evening party and then down 
come the nun again and the carpets had to be t-ftkan up 
and the fonuture removed- Don t let me speak any 
more upon tins odious subject 

Wo had a big dinner of seventy It is wonderful how 
well everything is managed all looks qb nice and is as 
good os it could be at home A dinner for forty is going 
on at the same tune in Uio mess tent and breakfests 
lonchoons for eighty persons and occasional buffets liavo 
also to bo prepared so the cook s post is certainly no 
sinecure 

Snntlafj 5M — A dreary showery Easter Day Wo 
got to church m the morning and managed to take a 
walk in tlic afternoon 

Ifon hiy Cih — As nil hope of having a real iTiviow is 
over oiling to the maddj state of the ground it was 
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decided to do the best that could he done with the loads, 
and to have a meie march past to-day It was a leaUy 
siilendid sight No one could have imagmed undei what 
difficulties the tioops made so fine an appeal ance Theie 
was the hoi 1 id wet weathei m which they have hved foi 
ten days, and the peipetual showeis actually gomg on, 
and there was the tactical difficulty of gettmg them aU 
to maich past m oidei and at legulai mteivals when 
they only had the loads to foim m Eveiything went off 
as well as possible Oui mihtaiy aidoin was greatly 
inflamed by the sight, and we felt very pioud both of our 
own and our najtive tioops 

The paiade was 20,000 strong, a larger number than 
has been got together here before, and there were the 
Yiceioy, the Queen’s sou, three Commander s-m-Chief, 
Sn Donald Stewart, Sn Fiedeiick Eobeits, General 
Haidmge, and the Anui to show oft before The march- 
ing lasted an hour and forty mmutes The elephant, 
mule, and bullock batteries mteiested us much. There 
weie fom guns, and three elephants to each gun, and the 
twelve enormous beasts looked very sohd and steady as 
they passed The buUocks stand fiie better, however, 
and have to take the elephants’ place m times of danger 
When om tioops had aU passed, the native contmgents 
came to the tune of ‘ We don’t want to fight, but by Jmgo 
if we do ’ They also looked extremely well 

The ram was not qmte sufficient really to spoil any- 
thmg, but just as we drove away it came downheavdy, 
and then suddenly cleared away and allowed a bright 
sun to ailpeai. 

The Amir wore a jvhite uniform, and was, I hojie, 
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impressed all be sa^ We thought his Comnmnder 
in Chief looked bored but that may have been his 
guile 

The afternoon continued lovely and His Bicellency 
took the \inir out for a drive and showed him the park, 
which IB really very pretty and firom which there is a fine 
■new The Duke and Dochesa of Connaught rode ac^ 
companied bv the girls and Lady Downe and I went out 
quietly together We visited the native camp and saw 
how very uncomfortable and miserable its inhabitants 
must have been during the mms, for the ground is low and 
looks quite swampy The general effect of the camp is 
that of a great show for at the entrance to each chief s 
own encampment is a bnght red arch these and the 
kannatfl to all their tents being guide of cotton printed 
in colours while some of the tents themsolvea have 
patterns on thorn Bands ware playing m all directions 
and the soldiers did not scan to have gmte settled down 
smee the morning The background of lovely mountains 
served to raise the scone in one s estimation and to give 
grandeur to it, hut 1 watched with anxiety a black cloud 
* no larger than a man s bond which grow and grew 
and stni hung over us oven nt dinner time I said 
fervently If it will only not come down Ull half past 
eleven —and that is exactly what it did 

There were two big dinners going on ono for the 
Amir in the durbar tent all the guests being men and 
ono for m tUc tent 

ThoofGciol dinner went off extremely well Tlie Arair 
watchwl D nil through nnd did as ho did »wlino his 
personal attendant a bov of lutcon who always goes 
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about with him, stood behmd his chan and smoked 
cigaiettes ' The mteipietei also sat behmd, and His 
Excellency’s conveisation was tiansmitted by him Aftei 
the Queen’s health had been dimik, D gave the Amn’s, 
when, to eveiybody’s suipiise, His Highness got up and 
made a veiy nice httle speech, full of the fiiendshiii that 
existed between England and Afghanistan, and of good 
wishes foi the success of the Biitish aimy eveijj'wheie 
The only way of letuinmg this civihty was by having 
‘thiee cheeis foi the Amn,’ and the Duchess and I just 
ai lived horn the mess tent m time to heai these tiiily 
national sounds 

The Seafoith Highlandeis walked lound the table 
playmg then pipes with tiemendous swaggei , and aU 
this time my evenmg paity was collectmg m the Sha- 
miana As it was quite full of people, the Duchess and 
I thought we might as well go in, but we soon began 
to wish the gentlemen would come to oin assistance , foi 
vhen oui guests saw that luti eductions weie bemg made 
to us, they all pushed foiwaid, and ve weie soon entnely 
suiiounded by the most pictuiesque medley of faces and 
di esses that you canconcene Theie veienatne otficeis 
of diheient legiments, fioin the veiy tall men m the 
Mooltan Hoise, with then gieat blue and white oi led 
tuibans, to the tmj' Gooildia, all m black There were 
guests dies^ed in gold biocades, otheis all in white, with 
big turbans and long black ban and beaids, and theie 
weie the Eaialis lesplendent with jewels But it would 
be quite hopeless to attempt to desciibe the diess of an 
assemblvVheie each indmdual is able to consult his own 
idiosjmciasies, wheie he, IS tic^ tc no pailicular coloui. 
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form,QtmatenaI and where every creature ifl pujtnresqne, 
whether in a loxnnone or in a aiinple fashion 

I wiU just describe one or two epeoimen costumes, and 
the rest you will have to imagine I have often mentioned 
the Bajah of Bahawalpor bat he is snch a magnificent 
looting Rajah that 1 must tell you again about ium His 
dark coloured face is handsome. He has atraight features 
and fine eyes a short black beard and long black hair 
resting on hia shoulders- In front of his gold-embroi 
derod cap he wore a most magnificent aigrette of Euro- 
l>ean-cut diamonds round his waist a diamond belt, and 
round ins nock about seren rows of splendid jewels — 
emeralds and pearls and rabies and pearls strung alter 
nately His coat was velTet and gold and the skirt of it 
stood oat a httle over large loose white trousers I have 
also seen him in a boautifol sage-green moird coat 
cmhroiderod in silver His taste for gorgeous display 
make® him as mlerestmg os a pnnee in the Arabian 
bights t 

Of tt very different type was a httle Sikh High 
pncflt, who was swaddled m shirts and sheets with a bit 
of black shawl to rehere the white and who went about 
producing from underneath bu wrappings a picture of 
8ir Donald McLeod, whoso memory he adores The old 
RajaU bablia, is another interesting man — wearing a 
light gtetn and gold tumo with short sleeioa to the elbow 
the long sleeves of some under garment also of rich 
mntcnal showing from underneath I have seen him 
on horbcback m llus dress with a shield on lus back 
and liu looked quite like on old knight m tho days of the 
Cniiindtrs, Jhmd too, w inngnificent, an old man with 
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veiy fine featmes and long giey beaid , lie'weais awhite 
close soit of tuiban which lathei fiames the face, and a 
handsome aigiette m it, the lest of his diess is hke that 
of Nabha Kapiuthalla woie a laige pmk and gold mushn 
turban, with big aigiettes and diamond biooches m it, 
and a loose led and gold coat Patiala also wears this 
diess — but that is enough miUmeiy foi the piesent ’ 

As I was saying, the Duchess and I weie begmmng 
to feel qmte oppiessed by oui suiioundmgs, when the 
doois hfted (they do lift m a tent) and the Viceioy and 
Ins guests came m The Amn was in a dull blown 
unifoim and giey Astiakan cap We spoke to him, ex- 
changmg a few compliments, and as soon as His Excel- 
lency had seen some of the pimcipal people we weie 
glad to make oui way to the front of the tents foi an 
and space A gieat bonfiie was burning theie, and we 
had a quantity of wild men to dance then own peculiar 
savage wai dance lound it It was a curious sight, that 
enormous cncle of natives and Euiopeans, all m full 
dress and unifoims, collected lound this fire, while a 
bundled most cut-tin oat-lookmg cieatines, mdiffeiently 
clothed and with long hau hangmg down, went shiiek- 
ing and jumpmg and dancmg and biandishmg then 
swoids to the sound of a hoiiible tom-tom and some 
woise pipes 

The Duchess and I went back to the tent agam aftei 
this, and made seveial touis of the room, and many 
moie acquamtances, and then by a happy mspnation, at 
a paiticulai moment, I suggested that we might letire, 
and we had scarcely reached oui own tent when down 
came my thundeistoim ' 
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Tuetdnij ytJi —Yesterday we had the march past 
today we had a real review, Cor the ground dries bo 
qmf'Uy that it was found to be possible to move the 
troops a httle. As we had to go over rough roads and 
ploughed field® our barouche and char-d banc had 
artillery horses put mto them and I felt very happy 
■with such well seasoned campaigners in my carriage 
As usual here the mountaina made a lovely bauLground 
to the picture while the foreground was well filled with 
Onontal and mihtary colouring There were elephants 
and camels, and nahve coatomea and beautiiul uniforms 
and carnages and nders and grand stands — quite a 
gala day it was— and than m the middle distance our 
long long Ime of splendid troops I The Viceroy with a 
very largo Staff rodo down the lines and I was allowed 
to dnvo after them so that I saw everythmg quite as 
well OB the Commander mdilhicf did and then I was 
placed close to the Staff at the saluting post and tho 
troops went by in brigade# — Infantry En^h and 
native, mule and elephant battencs, then nt a trof all 
tbo Cavalry and Artillery the latter passing once more 
at a gallop tbo whole ondmg with tlie royal salute 
Everything went off without s hitch the troops 
looted splendid and twico os numerous as thoy did ye* 
tcrdftj owing to tho different formation There was but 
ono opinion on tho subject both soldiers and spectatoT* 
wrre dehghtod to havo scon such a magnificent sight 
A\c onh got home at two ond were glad of a httlo time 
to rest before my garden party to which we had asbod 
tvenono btajing hero to come this afternoon " 

Oar slate elephants wero ordorod out and were ata- 
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■fcioned like a magnificent guaid of honom down either 
side of the appioach, the paity takmg place between the 
lines There weie twenty elephants on each side, all 
with scailet and gold howdahs on, while the Viceioy’s 
own elephant with its attendant small one, and two 
other pkrticulaily fine animals, stood opposite and on 
either side of onr tent door The state elephant is 
gigantic, and he is almost entnely covered by a scarlet 
cloth very thickly embioideied with gold The howdah 
IS silver, and is a gieat weight , the cushions aie scailet , 
one man sits behmd holdmg a laige state mnbieUa, whde 
the mahout, also m scailet and gold, sits on the elephant’s 
neck and guides it The attendant elephant carries what 
appears to be a sdvei ladder, and he also is magnificently 
clad The elephants have never been used m this way 
before, but they were considered to look so splendid to- 
day that they are to le-appeai at the duibai to-moiiow 
The same gorgeous dresses attended the party, and 
one could see them better out of doors than m a room. 
Bands from the various legunents played, and we had 
some Highlanders to dance reels and sword dances I 
had all the native officers presented to me, and touched 
the hilts of then swoids which they held out to me. 
This is the first time they have ever been presented to a 
‘ Lady Sahib,’ oi even to the Viceroy except at a levee 
We had a few people to dmnei, and so ended a very 
full day 

Wednesday, Sih — I hare now to tr}’’ and give ■^ou 
some idea’ of the gieat duibai For this occasion 
the diMSion between the dm bar tent and the gieat 
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Stamiana was down and they were thrown into 
one, A dais with three thrones on it was at the ex 
treme end, facing the entrance while the whole space m 
both tenta was filled with guests leaving only a broad 
paseage down the middle covered, with scarlet cloth 
The Punjab ohiefe had seats placed for them, and 
amved each under his own salute, and each one more 
splendid than the other Patiala sat first he had a 
canary coloured turban with ohams of emeralds and 
diamond drops hanging about it Bahawalpnx Burpaased 
himsolf. His white puggaree was qmte gigantic and was 
a mass of jewels the most enormous aigrettes of dia 
monds round it and strmga of emeroldB and pearls It 
camo qmte over his forehead and the height of the 
aigrette m the centre was gmte twice that of the &ce 
beneath it His coat was block Trivet embroidered with 
seed pearls and I beheve be was covered with jewels m 
front hut I could only get a general new of things and 
could not 800 all the details. Besides these chiefs, there 
were crowds of other durhanos (natives who have the 
right of attending duthara) officers in uniform and 
ladies and as the sun sbono brightly everybody and 
every tiling looked its best nnd wo all admired and sat m 
breathless expectation to see Ibo thrones filled ! At lost 
a boom sounded from a cannon nnd the Viceroy s 
SlaC was soon marching up, and then appeared the 
■\iccroy birasolf very gorgeous indeed in his Lord 
Licatcrmnts unlfonn tbe Star of India and the 
four collars of lua vivnous Orders omamenting him 
nclily Iwth back and front! Tlic Buko who‘wfilkcd on 
liiH left bad his stars and col?pra on and the Aroir on 
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Ills riglit ^voic a very dull plain biovrn uniform "Wlien 
the tbiee weie seated, the Yicoroy turned slightly to the 
Amu, and probably said that he Tras glad to see him, 
and that he hoped he had slept well , and the mteipieter 
havmg passed this on, the Amir most hlcely made some 
equally new lemaihs , and we all watched then nods and 
bows and ‘ wreathed smiles,’ when a voice was heaid to 
say, ‘ The Di esses of Honour foi His Highness the Armr ! ’ 
and then servants poured m with tiays full of veiy mce 
thmgs which we should all hke to possess, and each tiay 
was laid down on the liooi tdl the display reached right ^ 
down to the dooi, where horses and elephants, and 
cannon and mountam batteries jomed the company of 
presents Those on the floor consisted of watches and 
j^locks, guns, jewelleiy, cabmets, musical boxes, silver 
bups, and quantities of beautiful stuffs, and I par- 
ticularly hked a good ebony walkmg-stick with a watch 
m its ivory handle Well, these havmg been exhibited, 
the Armr takmg pams not to look at them, the tiays 
weie all removed, and then more came on for His 
Highness’s sons, and more foi His Highness’s followers, 
until we all got quite tued of seemg other people’s 
presents Though the Amn did not appear to notice 
these little offeimgs, I am sure they warmed his heart, 
for he suddenly began to make a speech, which was 
tianslated by the Foreign Secretary, and which pioved 
to be a hearty declaration of friendship for England, 
with a warlike flavour m the expression of it This 
quite ‘ fetched ’ the audience, which broke out mto 
enthusiastic plaudits, such as have probably never been 
heard m Aurbaa before I am sorry to say that at this 
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most critical juncture ona of the preaentfl behayod 
badly and, a birdcage baling been brougbt in ita 
inma tfl Bet Off at intervalfl to sing a bttle 
flfmg Afghanistan mil ever be a true friend to Eng 
land Chirp chirp chirp chirp said the bird and lo 
on 1 An effective present was a portrait of X) , which 
was borne in by two men who held it opposite to the 
Amir for a moment and then backed it out again and 
one beard a whisper all over the place The Viceroy 
the Viceroy aa it was recognised aH down the line 
Lost of all the sword of hononx was earned m on a 
cushion, and D taking it m his hand, said that he 
presented this to His Highness aa a mark of his own 
personal esteem and m recognition of the fnendahip 
for England which His Highness had just expressed 
•0 forcibly In reply the Amir was still tuore friendly 
to us and more warlike to others so the Bntish soldier 
again applauded vehemently 

The sword is a Damascus blade with a gold hilt set 
with diamonds the scabbard is red velvet and gold also 
with diamonds on it and it bears on mscnption which 
says that it was presented to the Amir by bis friend 
the Earl of Duffenn Viceroy of India This ended 
the durbar the chief actors marched away each 
member of Council was led down and bowed out by 
Foreign Office officers and each chief in his turn was 
handed to his carnage "We rushed to the door just to 
have a private view of the silver and gold carnages and 
the jewels and the finery, but wo wore called away to 
bo pbolographed m a group and had only iuno to uoo 
that wondcrfal head of Bohawnlpur s dnve away m a 
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baioucliG "Would not you like to sec a sight of that 
kind dm mg down Hcgeut Street ? 

D. and I and the giils went a family diive m the 
afternoon, the A.D.G.s following in another carriage 
This was a lest, as we both felt tiied with big and little 
anxieties, and we aie so glad that all is so well over. 
The last thiee days have been lovely, and it has all been 
so mteiestmg and so fine’ Those wild dancers came 
agam m the evenmg, and we sat lound the bonfires tdl 
bedtime I thought we were rather courageous, for 100 
swoids flouiishmg ivildly in the air, m the hands of 
comiilete savages, look rather teirific. 

Aiml loth, nth, 12th . — There have been no very 
sthring events the last few daj^s, so I shall be able to 
put very shortly all we have been doing. The Viceroy 
had a small parade one moimng to see Ins escort, which 
consists of the 9th Lancers, the Corps of Gmdes, the 
Seaforth Highlanders, the ist Bengal Infantry, and a 
battery of Aitilleiy, and with these the Native Contin- 
gent. They are troops kept up by native pimces 
There were about 4,000 men on parade 

At other times we have iidden and driven, and 
written our letters, and paid one or two visits, and the 
ghls have tried elephants and camels, and there have 
been laces and polo matches , only, as our camp is exactly 
in the centre of the racecourse, no one can see any- 
thing of the races This mormng the Armr left, and 
before D. was up he got a telegram from home telhng 
him to mtest His Highness with the Star of India 
So he very huiiiedly ^ot his own ribbon and stai. 
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collected A-D Oa and onaluoiifl and sent off a deputa- 
tion to present the Amir mth this Order He was 
delighted, and put them on to go away m. It poured 
n,gRin mth ram when he waa leaving but he eipreesod 
himself as truly grateful and pleased, and eaid he had 
not etpocted to ho treated with so mnch honour He in 
tends to remain some days at Peshawar, so we have to 
give up our tnp there as we cannot wait until he goes on. 
In the evening the Huhe and Huoheefi of Connaught 
went off, and to-morrow we start ourselvee and so ends 
our camp life at Hawal Pmdn 

Dtietday 14th — I told you that we had to give up 
our expedition to Peshawar but as we were detennmed 
to have one day s rest before entering upon farther 
duties, we demdod to go and see the Attook Bridge and 
to drop down the Indus m boats for about sixty mile*. 
In pnrsuanco of this plan we slept m our tram at Hnwal 
Pindi, and just awoke for a moment at four o clook to 
foel it gently moving on and again about eight in the 
morning, when wo found oorselvoa at our destination 
IVo walked across the iron bndgo which is very high on 
nccounl of the great nso in tho nver after the rams 
Underneath the railroad thoro is a subway for carnages 
The tram followed us acroes and wo breakfasted m it 
and then got into out boat*, tho Bcrrvanta Totoiuioiig in 
their eamagea and going by rail to meet us a journey 
of about 100 miles. Tho fortress of Attook was just 
opposite our breakfast place and wo wore sorry not to 
it for Ibo walls and towers climb up a great hill 
and enclose a largo space of gnjund looking very ancient 
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and pictuiesqne We had thiee boats, with six rowers 
m each, and a man m the stern, steermg with a long 
oai The river is extiemely swift, and, m spite of my 
Canadian expeiiences, I sometimes felt qmte hightened, 
especially as m om very first rapid a sohd wave came 
m and drenched Eachel and me completely. Nelly’s 
dress got wetted too, hnt the Viceroy was respected ' 
We were m such a condition that we were obhged to 
land, and, after talmig off as many clothes as possible, 
we got mto nlsteis and spread oui dresses and etceteras 
on the awmng of the boat, to diy m the sun as we went 
along By luncheon time we were able to put them on 
agam, and to enjoy oui picmc on the sand and a httle 
climb about the rocks. Then we proceeded on our 
perilous way, and had a most dehghtful afternoon m 
the sunshme and fresh an. The scenery was beautiful 
— the rapid river, and the high rocks, and the innumer- 
able httle bays, and the distant mountams — and all so 
bright that, even with my tmted spectacles, which I 
found it prudent to wear, there seemed a iieipetual 
blaze of hght on eveiything We landed at a pic- 
tmesque spot, where the nvei made a sudden turn, and 
where there was a budge of boats across it, and a road 
passmg between two immensely high rocks We drove 
up to the station m a tonga, and had tea there before 
our tiam arrived. We dmed, and then started off agam, 
and, tiavelhng all mght, reached Lahore at two o’clock 
next day 

Wednesday, i^th — There was an address at the 
station, and then we ,came on to the Lieutenant- 
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Govflmor’B touae where we are staying It is a rery 
onnonfl hone© bemg, m &ot an old Moslem tomb The 
room IS a square Moreeqne chamber vaulted and 
high, with a row of windows near the top It is all 
done m blue and red patterns which look very like the 
tiles m old mosques The rest of the rooms form an 
octagon round tbia so that on each side there is one 
good room and two odd shaped long ones "We found 
everyone oomplommg bitterly of the beat and fanning 
themselves, end shotting np the house to keep it cool 
bnt in my room to which I gave the sun free access, 
my thermometer never went above 8 S'* It ws* con 
Bidored safe to go out aboot five and then we started 
m two big chars d bancs to drive to Jahangir s tomb at 
Shabdera a distance of about five milee. 

My first impression of Lahore is one of luxuriant 
foliage and ilowors and cultivation I don t feel that I 
have seen any foicn but we drove through gardena and 
along roads with double avenues of trees and there were 
palms and noreenes of roses and fertile-looking fields, 
and then wo reached tho garden in which Jchangir built 
his tomb First wo saw tho Serai or great bouse of 
entertainment for men and beasts, a place such as the 
Amblon l^ighls Iravdlcrs used to put np in. These 
establishments existed about every fifteen milcB on the 
■grcai WgV» itdfij und Vhoy were oil bnht on the aomo 
plan Ibero aro three gatowaya, tho principal ono being 
made of rod sondsteno with marblo inlaid m patterns, 
and tho rest of tho baildlng encloses a largo square 
which must have looked very grand when it was filled 
with equipages and troveUenv In gorgeous Eastern 
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di esses These bmldmgs aie all m a veiy iiunous con- 
dition now 

The tomb itself is a veiy laige square buildmg, with 
fom high minaiets at the eoineis , the coveied passages 
aie much decorated, and all the entrances to the tomb have 
carved and perforated white maible doors The sarco- 
phagus IS white, mlaid with coloured marbles m the 
Itahan fashion, the sides of it bemg covered with the 
name of God nmety-mne times repeated m very beauti- 
ful chaiacteis The roof of this bmldmg is also tded 
with marble, and horn it we proceeded stiU farther, up 
to the top of one of the mmaiets, m order to get a view 
of the city Even horn this elevated position Lahore 
seemed too much enveloped m trees to show much tow7i, 
and we only carried away an idea of one or two mosques 
iismg out of the misty distance It was prosaic of us 
to have tea on the roof of Jehangii’s tomb, but we did 
both have it and enjoy it 

In the evemng there was a big dmnei and a lev4e, 
and oh • we were so sleepy, and so glad to get mto a 
quiet and stationary bed ' 

I must teU you that the roses at Lahore are thmgs 
to rave about. I never saw such a profusion , one drives 
through hedges of them, and there are great bushes, 
and arches, and trees covered with them , it seems to 
me to be a real city of gardens There are several 
pubhc ones through which one drives m a perpetual 
state of exclamation and admuation, and then there is 
a garden five miles long sunoundmg the walls of the 
city, so that whenever a Lahore cockney chooses to step 
out horn his close dwel^g and narrow street, he finds 
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lumsfilf Rinongst plAntama and roses and paJ m g and 
mangoes and pepol trees and lorely flowering pome- 
granates. 


Tkurtday, \ 6 ih — I have a great deal too mucli to tell 
you and I long for the pens of ever so many ready 
wntera to give you even faint ideas of all we see and all 
we do and all we appreciate and enjoy I In the after 
noon the ^ceroy received the Maharajah of Kashmir m 
durbar Be is such a fine old man, with a hanUBome 
and distingmshed looking face and courtly manners. 
He la very ifl I fear and bis eldwt son does not look a 
worthy auccesBor He and hia people all wear muslin 
petbcoatB and these look very well when a handjsome 
loose coat is worn over them but without the coat I 
think it IS on ugly dress 

"When the runt was over w© began some iight-eeeing 
and nsited the gaol where we saw the prisoners mak 
mg handsome carpets which arc said to be evtrrlaBting, 
and ttro sold for aa much as 2f lew a yard. It is on 
enormous place holding nearly 2,000 pnaoncra. Our 
inspection of it was very imperfect but it looked clean 
and cheerful in the blauog sun 

Then wo saw tho Moscom and the School of Art 
but there is no use telling yon about things which arc 
cverywhem much ohko and in tho latter place tho only 
uncommon sight was a row of juvenile carpenters about 
tiglit Tears of ago Icoming their trade They begin with 
earring and they iit on tho floor aa only on Oriental 
can sil working away with a cliiscl and hammer on a 
sort of woo<len copy hook and u'^ing their tooa almost ai 
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mucli as tlieu bands. I went borne aftei tbis, but D. 
visited tbe Oiiental College, wbicb mteiested bim much 
Now, bow am I to desciibe oui evemng enteitam* 
ment m tbe Sbabmai Gaidens? We staited off m tune 
foi dmnei, expectmg nothing m paiticulai, and only 
knowing that we were to dme m a gaiden, and that 
tbeie weie to be two addresses presented, and a party 
after*wards We drove about five miles along a road, 
wbicb was bgbted tbe whole way by torches, and as we 
approached om destmation, we formd tbe wall of tbe 
garden, which covers about seventy acres, designated by 
a hue of rllummation Then, when we got down fiom 
tbe carnage and stopped under an archway, we looked 
down upon a real garden of bgbt ’ Straight away bom 
us went a pathway of water, down tbe centre of which 
played a succession of bttle fountams, givmg a sort of 
misty mysteiiousness to tbe scene On eitbei side of 
this fauy-bke canal weie broad bands of fire, and walks, 
and great rows of large trees with quantities of Cbmese 
lanterns and various lUummatmg devices mteimixed 
These hues of fire and water crossed tbe gardens m every 
dnection, and at tbe end of the first terrace we found 
ourselves m a sort of open colonnade, where dinner -tables 
were spread, and on tbe otbei side of which we loolied 
down upon another great lUummated water -gaiden It 
was too lovely tbe water bom tbe first gaiden passed 
immediately under the place whereon we sat, and fell as a 
waterfall out at tbe other side down to tbe terrace below, 
and movmg about and standmg m tbe lUummated kiosks 
one could See tbe figures of tbe attendants addmg then 
J mite to tbe completeness^ of tbe pictme ' 
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In spite of the poetic nature of onr rorroundings ’?ve 
sat doTO and ate an ordinary dumer I Then the natiye 
gneflta began to amre — the Bajaha of Jhind and Fa- 
ndkote the ilahaiajah of Kashmir &c do and I need 
not tell you these finely clad men always add to the 
beauty of the scene "While they were assembling I 
walked round the gardens and saw how the beds of light 
were managed. There must have been hundreds of 
thousands of tmy earthenware jars fall of oil placed 
quite close one to the other and a wick burning in each 
The hues of hght round ail the buSdingB were done in 
the same way Then I returned to hear the addresses 
The first was presented by a deputation of five old Sikhs 
with handsome faces and long grey beards tamed over 
their ears and fastened away under their tarhans, Sikh 
&shion all of them dreased m their artistic Oriental 
garb and then came the representatms of the modem 
Bohool The young man of the period in India mely 
never looks in a pier glass, or he could not posaibly show 
himself in his block alpaca squareniut coat and trousers 
by tbo side of lui gorgeous elders The one dress is 
ugly and tmdistiuguiahod, the other all that u beautiful 
and comfortable and fine D spoke m answer to each 
and OB I watched (he two parties liatoning I was struck 
by the superior dignity of the elder group— thoir nmnners 
nro *0 good their ciprcssion so grave and scnaiblo 

VTo left this lovely scene with regret, and had a nice 
drive Immo the night being only pleasantly warm. 

Fnhn \yth — Wo Imvo had such a of sight 
ftoctng tbat 1 lake np my pen pith n fetling of despair 
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Bverytlung we saw was so inteiesting, and yet it is so 
impossible to convey to you a titbe of the pleasme we 
had in seeing, oi to desciibe at all mmutely, aU the 
wondeis and beauties that dehghted and suipiised us ' 

The sun was slightly veiled, and so we weie able, 
with unheaid-of audacity, to be out horn nme till 12 30 m 
the day. "We began by diivmg thiough many gaidens 
and shady loads to the Delhi gate, and, passmg thiough 
that, enteied immediately mto another woild We drove 
thiough narrow streets, where strange old houses and 
cmious carved wmdows were filled with crowds of 
people, and thiough which we could only slowly move 
along, until we passed another archway, and found 
ourselves m the outer court of a mosque, the face of 
which IS decorated with inlaid pottery m brilliant colours 
and beautiful designs The inner comt, the mosque 
itself, and the mmarets were once entirely covered with 
these splendid colours, and, though much has been 
destroyed, there is enough left to make one feel how 
supremely beautiful it must have been m its oiigmal 
state of perfection Leavmg this, which is the mosque 
of Wazu Ehan, we looked into a smaller one with 
golden domes, and had rose-leaves dropped upon our 
heads as we got down fiom the carnage After this 
came some modern waterworks, then another mosque, 
withm whose large and quiet comt sat a boys’ school 
learmng the Koran The decoration of this mosque 
is a white marble-lookmg material with a raised pattern 
on it, the whole havmg rather the effect of chmtz. 

Next we saw the tomb of Eunjeet Smgh. This is 
very beautiful mdeed , tjie tomb itself is marble, with 



124 OUB yJOBEBdAL LIFE IN INDIA ch m 

a IfiTg© ronnd coTered vessel on the top to contain lus 
ashes Bound this were eleven knobs of marble, some 
plain and some ornamented The latter hold the aehes 
of hifl queens the former those of his slave girls ah of 
whom were burnt as his widows , and at the comers were 
two more of those round tombstones over the ashes of 
two pigeons which had flown on. to his funeral phc. The 
roof of the dome iteeU was of gold very ahghtly orna- 
mented with colour and the colonnade outside had a 
lovely sort of decoration which we had never seen before 
it hod the effect of a beautifoJ soft grey and was made 
with smah convex pieces of looking glasa imbedded in a 
pattern of deheate white plaster leaves and flowers. 
Kuiveet Singh soems to have been fond of both these 
styles of decoration for when we went on to his palace 
in the Fort we found a great many rooms there done 
both with the gold and with the glass 

From a single now of these lovely creations one can 
only carry away a general impresaion and a great sense 
of pleasure and it is difficult to resolve the erpreeaion 
of it into any real deecnption One fools that the more 
recapitulation of jwrfomtod marble doors and inlaid 
morblo floors and carved marble pillars, and golden 
domes and arches docomtod with pointed fllnstratians 
of the stones of the gods and splendid coloured tiles, 
gives no idea ol a monmig spent in passing from ono 
tiling winch is beautifol and mteroetmg to onotlior which 
li «tni more so I Nor can I improfis you with my view of 
tlicso nights unless I can make you add to the actual 
thing! I am attempting to dcaeribo the croiM winch is 
always present loa have to picture to yourself tlio roost 
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curiously built and cbaiacteiistic stieets, and then to fill 
eveiy nook and coinei, and to covei aU the 1 oofs, uith men, 
■women, and cbildien, each mdividual bemg a picture in 
himself We pass tbiougb them gomg mto the mosques, 
and look out at them fiom the mosques, and as vre moTe 
on born one beautiful buildmg to anotbei there is 
always this swarm of human bemgs addmg to the 
mterest and j)ictuiesqueness of the scene 

The Foit and Eunjeet Smgh’s palace, which I have 
mentioned, came next, and then we visited a native giils’ 
school, which, at his own special request, the Viceioy 
was allowed to see It was m such a naiTOW stieet that 
the carnage could not go up it, so I got mto a palan- 
qum and followed D , who was on horseback We could 
have touched the houses on eithei side, and, as usual, 
felt much mteiested m the mhabitants I need not tell 
you about the school, as my foimer letters have given 
you some idea what the children look like m these 
establishments 

On om way home we had to see a modem buildmg, 
an Assembly Eoom built m memory of Su Eobert Mont- 
gomery, and a Eeadmg Eoom to Su John Lawience, but 
it was like descendmg bom ‘ Ivanhoe ’ to ‘ Auioia Floyd,’ 
and I could not appieciate either ^ This was the sight- 
seeing of the mornmg, and one felt quite ‘ exalted ’ after 
it We went home, and the Yiceioy immediately started 
ofi to pay a letmn visit to the Maharajah of Xashmir 
and to look m at the new cathedral , then came lunch, 
and good-bye’ At the dooi some people bom the 
Eajah bidught a beautiful bundle of shawls for my ac- 
ceptance, which I giaciously took, and passed on to the 
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Foreign SecJretary to bo sold for the good of the Goram 
ment 1 Bur Charlefl and Lady Aitohiflon our host and 
hostoee, have been bo kind to ns and have done every 
thing to make our vimt pleasant. 

This \rould Boem a good place to eiplam to you the 
Tnr^mn Bystem of gifts When money is presented to 
the "Viceroy, he always remits it but when presents of 
jewels, oriDB, Btn&, horses or other things of value are 
given him, they are aocepted and are immediately handed 
over to the Toah Khana or Government Treasury where 
they are sold, return presents of equal value being made 
to the donor 

A dolly generally consista of trays upon trays of 
Irmt and vegetables and sngar-candy these are o^ered 
at every placo and are accepted and divided amongst the 
sorvonts who enjoy the good things immensely 

We had an hour and a half in the tram, and then 
got to Amntsar for our oftomoon sight-Beemg More 
beautiful narrow stroeta, the houses almost swathed in 
Indian shawls brilliant phulkamefl and bnght-coloured 
cottons more overflowing windows and crowded house- 
tops and then the Golden Temple I The name is not 
at an too poetical for the place. There it stands a 
golden buildmg m the very centre of a largo square 
sheet of water only to be reached by a narrow marblo 
pathway Nothing moro fairy Hko can be conceived 
\iowing it from a distance you got its reflection in the 
water and see <01 the picturesque houses on the further 
side and the great minarets m the town beyond, and 
thiatomplc really does seem tobCQ dream! wonder 
tliat to approach it you most toko off your earthly 



.Lvnns in—siiiH CLh^ujroxiES 


127 


1SS5 

'^liocs and on cinluoidcicd &h|)i)eis, then 3011 
descend the staiis and '\\alk n long ^^a3' louud the banks 
of the water First .you visit a soit of chapel vhere 
the high piiest sits, and he shons you the swoids of 
the gloat Sikh wainors, foi this is the lehgioiis capital 
of the Sikhs , and still about, and above, and aiouud 
\ou are alva-^s the oinamental people, the nice old 
Sikh priests otlei you siJiei coins which 30U ‘touch 
and icmit,’ then they piodiice some puggaiecs and 
sugar-plums foi your acceptance, which you aic actuall}’’ 
allowed to take, then they jieifoim foi you the Sildi 
baptism ' It sounds stiange, but it seems to be quite 
withm theii customs to show oft the cciemony The 
son of a Sikh is not a Sikh until he has leceived the 
baptism of steel Two j^oung men weie the objects 
of the ceiemony They stood below the piiest, who 
stnied watei and sugar m a bowl with a steel dagger, 
this he pouied mto their hands, and they drank it; be 
pouied it on to their faces and over then heads , he 
eshoited, and they repeated vows, and thus the steel 
entered into then souls ; and they sat down together 
with a bowl of sugar -candy between them, and fed 
each other with it to show that they were brothers 
Henceforth they aie Sikhs, they will never cut their 
ban , and can easily be known by that, and by a pecuhaily 
shaped tmban 

While this was gomg on, there sat immovable, below 
a httle marble archway, a holy man m a pink tmban, 
who looked exactly like a caived god m a mche, and m 
the balcony above were some very holy Sikhs weaimg 
cmious yellow and black turbans covered with steel, and 
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everywliere we looted there seemed to be freah jntereet 
and not half enough time to realise it all We next 
parsed through a golden gateway on to the marble path 
to the Golden Temple, Pneata ait there all day fnngm g 
to most prumtive music and reading the granth (pro- 
nounced gmnt) which IS their bible. The book is covered 
with gold-embroidered cloth and over it is a jewelled 
arch m which diamonds and emeralds and mbiee are 
set and from which hang countless strings of pearls 
and again I mnst teU you of golden roofs and solid gold 
doors and silver doors and inlaid marble walls and yet 
you will have no idea of thia lovely (Jolden Temple 1 

We drove back throngh a different set of streets and 
out of the town to the Port and to a large garden and 
like Lahore, wo found here at Anmtaar a profusion of 
flowers and great spaces of green, and avenues of trees 
BO that when we got back to the tram we were really 
worn out admxnuu Our mmds had been on the stretch 
oil day and very delightful it was I 

Saturday i8tli — We breakfasted at UmhaDa which 
we reached m the night and then left railways and took 
to ojwn carnages and four We changed horses very 
often and in about four boura amvod at Pinjore where 
wo arc to bo the guoets of the Mohar^oh of Patiala 
for two nights Ho mot us near tho place and I) got 
into hiB camage, Thia is another fairy scene. Tho 
gardens oro just liko those at Shahmar but on a smaller 
►calo tlicrc is tho some succession of terraces, and 
straight iheoU of water and fountains and koab at the 
end of each terrace through which tho water flows. Wo 
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live in oue of these on the top of the wateifall, and you 
can’t thmk how pietty it is The cential 100m is 
entnely open, but furnished hke a diawmg-ioom , theie 
aie thiee gieat aiches on each side with muslin cm tarns 
lined with pmk, and gieat ciimson bhnds which can be 
diopped if necessaiy , at one end of them is a dmmg- 
100m, and at the othei a bedioom, and the gnls aie in 
tents. This is a leal Capua at the bottom of the 
mountams 

The Mahaiajah entei tarns us light loyally, and eveiy 
meal is a banquet his pipeis played foi us at dmnei 
and walked loimd the table afterwaids They aie leallv 
lathei good, but they played seveial difleient tunes m 
the loom, and the bagpqies gioaned m such a feaiful 
mannei at the begmnmg of each that, m spite of the 
Viceiegal giavity of D ’s face, I could not help laughing. 
Om host came m after dmnei to see some conjmmg he 
had provided foi us , he is such a mce boy, and speaks 
Enghsh veiy well It was veiy pietty, sittmg at the 
edge of oui drawmg-ioom, looking down the illummated 
gaiden at a wateifah which was hghted at the back, 
and watchmg the ciowd of letameis who looked on 
with us. 

Sunday, igth — ^We had lathei a heathenish Sunday, 
for there was no chuich, and there weie fiiewoiks in 
the garden aftei dmnei , but the most extiaoidmary 
‘fiiewoik’ was a natmal one. There came on suddenly 
a stoim of thundei, hghtnmg, and wmd, which m two 
mmutes dpset oui open diawmg-room and sent oui 
muslm cui tarns flymg all over the place, candles and 

VOL. I K 
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lamps had qtuokly to bo ertingmalied, s teni outside Tvaa 
burnt and for the space of ten minatafi OTOiTthing was 
confosion and dosolation 

With the exception of this pyroteohmo display and 
the boisterons and mauvau quart d'h^ure, wo had a Tery 
quiet, peaceful and nice warm day 

Tuatlay 2 ist — I have now to grrs yon my first 
impreasions of Snnla — nnpreasionB greatly tempered 
bv the consideration that it is to be our home for the 
greater part of every year We hreaHasted early and 
then Btarted off on onr long eight hours drive — D and I 
uj one •nctona the girls m another and the rest of our 
par^ m mneh lose comfortable machines c»Ded tongas 
Yesterday was lovely and we saw the mountains loohmg 
their very best 

We went at a great pace, ascending and descending 
and twiatmg and taming round the most fearful comers 
always at the odgo of a precipice I Somohmes our road 
was exactly opposite to ns either very much higher or 
very much lower on the other mdo of a ravine some- 
times it appeared to be altogether lost and was only to 
be found agom by pursuing it round some very sharp 
angle. There were patches of cultivation almost all the 
way up culminating in bointifal and enormous ihodo 
dendron trees hero For tbo rest tha scanery is tliat of 
IV real sea of monntams rolling hills of mnoas heights, 
With snowy peaks in tbo distance but no very striking 
range or particular peak to appeal to ono s imagination 
Wo changed horers crciy four nulca hut fcvon so our 
last pair socmed to feci tho ascent to Government House 
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Yeiy seveiely , indeed, the load had become moie pieci^ii- 
tous and moie angulai than evei i The only place that 
I have evei miagmed at all lihe this spot is Mount 
Aiaiat 'With the Aik balanced on the top of it, and I am 
sine that when the lams come I shall feel still moie hke 
Mis Noah 

The house itself is a cottage, and would be veiy smt- 
ahle foi any family desnmg to lead a domestic and not 
an official life — so, peisonally, we aie comfoi table, bat 
when I look lound my small diawmg-ioom, and considei 
all the othei diminutive apaitments, I do feel that it is 
veiy unfit for a Viceiegal estabhshmeut Altogethei it is 
the funniest place > At the back of the house you have 
about a yaid to spaie befoie you tumble down apiecipice, 
and m front there is just loom foi one tenms couit befoie 
you go ovei anothei The A D 0 s aie all shppmg ofl 
the hill m various httle bungalows, and go through most 
perilous adventures to come to dinner Walkmg, iidmg, 
drivmg, all seem to me to be mdulged in at the risk of one’s 
hfe, and even of unsafe loads theie is a hmited variety 
I have three leading ideas on the subject of Simla at 
present Fust, I feel that I never have been m such an 
out-of-the-way place befoie, secondly, that I never have 
lived m such a small house, and thndly, that I never 
saw a place so cramped m eveiy way out of doors I 
fear this last sensation will grow upon me There is 
one drive which I tried to take yesterday, but had to 
turn back on account of a thunder storm , mme is almost 
the only carnage allowed here, most people gomg about 
m jmiickShaws oi dandys The former is a sort of 
bath-chan pushed and pulled by four men, and the latter 
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18 an invalid chair earned on their Bhonlders AH these 
men have livenee and it looks so ftmny to see them 
coming along Sometnnes yon meet three ladies sociably 
m a row and their men in brilliant colonrs like a qnan 
tity of gaudy birds — bine breasts yellow breasts red caps 
(tc Ac They go at a great pace and I shall have to 
use mine whenever I forsake the one carnage road- 
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u '^tIJ^^)l^ Mou-'C, nnd Jiou'^ej^ giadu- 
nll\ light' nmg down to tho anKlo, is most unbecoming 
'llKir no-i'-rings .nc of (huk siImj, and aie ns Inigc as 
hanglt s 

We h'ul a small dinnci foi the lJuKu .ind JJuclicss of 
Onin. night, who nio to Ic.ue foi Kngland on Saturday 
I found m\ little house was mi\ comfoi table foi a paity 
of tw( nt\ -tlneo, hut ] fiai that when we get hewond that 
numhei peojile will gimnlde o\ei the ‘ hoiiihlc tiusheb ’ 
at Go\cinnicn( Jloiise 

iS'ioirhn/, 26(h — Going to elmieli is a inattci of dilli- 
ciilly liere, and I am not buie but that btiict Sahha- 
taiians would foibid onc’h attempting it, seeing how 
mucli laboiii it iinohes Theie aic two tun icKshaws 
foi the girls and one helwccii the maids = 19 men 
Theie is a pony caiiiage foi me, ahoise foi IIis E\cel- 
lenc3", and ponies foi all the A D C s, while at the chinch 
dooi the cougiegation of hath-chaii men m all then 
vaiious costumes standmg hy low’s of these machines, and 
the collection of hoiscs held by then syces, give moie 
of a festive than of a seiious chaiactei to the outside of 
the buildmg, and a lady stejiiimg into hei pew, booted 
and spuiied and habited, distuibs all one’s conventional 
notions of a ‘ Sunday gown ’ 

We walked up to the Mihtaiy Secietaiy’s bungalow 
foi tea The lucky man has leally a chaimmg house, 
and I wish the piopei ownei was m it We miss Loid 
WiUiam veiy much He is at home on leave. 


Monday, 2yth — The guks and I eneigetically got up 
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early to Boe the snow monntamfl They ro^o all the 'way, 
and I drove to the bottom of Jokko a very high hfllt 
and wM earned np it in a jhampam I tried to Tvalk a 
httle but one le bo easily pot out of breath here that I 
could not manage the climb Besides the vierw of the 
mountamB, we were to see on old Fakir Burrounded by 
all the monkeys of the neighbourhood, who UBeemble at 
his call, but we were most unlucky — the snows were not 
visible and the monkeys were otherwise engaged, so we 
saw nothing and must make the expedition again while 
the weather is still cold^ 

In the afternoon Captain Harbord drove me to tea 
with hoAy Stewart and we were going on to a Monday 
Pop Fancy having a * Monday Pop in the heart of 
the Himalayas 1 The tea we managed bnt on our way 
from it we were caught by the most temfio dust storm 
Anything more completely disagreeable I never felt. It 
quite frightened one by its nvaaty and both blinded 
and choked us We drove on ns fast and ns well os we 
could to the nearest shelter t^)eiung one eye at a tune 
to peep nt our aituahon coughing, and holding on to our 
flapping gonnonts, and altogether miscmble Wo just 
got mto the photographer b shop when the dost ceased 
and a bad thunder and ram storm succeeded it Wc 
did not mind this so much and thought the mud only 
too delightful after the dost 

Tlio night was still worse and there was a equal! o. 
Wind and rain in the nuddto of it wldcli made one quit( 
trcmblo for tho roof The cold returns after nil tbu 

weather and wo want our wuruiest cloUica and fires f( 
keep OH nt all comfortable 
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Tiu^idav, 2 S///. — 1 wns to icccnc m'sHois to-clay be- 
t\\ecn the faslnoiinblc lioms of twchc and i\\o, Init tho 
fir^t dolacliincnt lind onh iii^t aimed 'wben iniii, hail, and 
tluindei cninc on Mith snch ‘ inipetuons ingo’ that those 
Mho had come wcie obliged to stay, and those Mho had 
not ‘^taited could not come at all The hail lattled on 
oui iron roof in the most deafening fashion , the giound 
Mas quite Mhitc mIicii mo loohed out aftci the sloim, and 
Mc picKcd up lumps of icc as laige as cheiiies on the 
laMU '\^’e thought that this must lealh he the chma\ 
and the end of all oui incteoiological tiouhles, and m 
this mistalvcn idea mc stalled out iidiiig and Malkiiig m 
the aftoinoon Those on hoisehack got Met thiough, 
and D and I had a ^cly nd\eiituions Malk, the onl}^ 
lnlillo^emcnt since the nioimng hemgthat the hailstones 
Meie noM' no huger than cuiiants, pelted by them, 
enveloped in cloud, da;5zled by lightning, and listen- 
ing to the gioMhng tliundei, mc plodded on, gieatly 
admiimg by the May the big tiees of ciimson ihododen- 
dions, vrbicb Mill be sadly dashed by the ice-ballmg the}’’ 
ba%e leceived , and, on the Mhole, mc quite enioyed the 
tempests ' 

The StcM'aits came to tea Math me, and mg bad Mis 
Cmmmgbam, Geneial 'Wilson, and Geneial Goidon to 
dme Math us The lattei has come to lepoit the safe 
depaituie of the Amii He leceived horn His Highness 
two Oideis — the one a little gold medal with ‘Hououl ’ 
wiitten on it, the othei an extiemely pietty* ornament 
with laige flat diamonds set m enamel As the Amu 
calls it an ‘ Oidei,’ Geneial Goidon is allowed to accept 
it, but Ins daughtei wall weai it He told us that the 
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football oftTv be played It is called Annandale, and it is 
the only place I haye seen in Simla from yrhioh yon don t 
loot dom) npon the -world it la so snrronnded by biDa 
that for a moment yon can forget that yon are yonrseH 
upon a mountain This playground is a creation of 
Lord William b and our AJ> C s are the principal 
promoters and eupparter® of the sports there, so we went 
down to haye tea and to -watch them practiBing for a 
gymkhana, -ffhils the girls wence to try tdtmg at -the nng 
belly noA yery aucceeefnl, and enjoyed It immensely 
The two IGas Stewarts wore there and they all galloped 
about lancos m hand their hats tolling o2, and their 
hair much dishevelled looking very energetio and very 
much amused The men meanwhile were tenfc-pegging, 
or nding wildly round tho course leading one ot two 
pomes gomg over hurdles, or simply racing Lady 
Stewart and I eat and looked on and ‘ Begum -was led 
out to tilt and covered herself -with glory, N^y hemg 
her nder 

The descent to this playground is of conrae -very 
steep, hut the road hea through a lovely forest of deodars 
and rhododondronfl with several of our moat piocioua 
femfl growing at their roots The most common tree 
nl)oat hero is a white oak -whoeo only chum to relation 
fillip with our oak is that it bears acorns. In other 
diatritlfl near there ore green oaks and hrown oaks 
hut none of thorn really rescmhlo their English narDe- 
finko Tins while one covers many of tho liilla it looks 
grey m tlio distnnco ond is not a pretty trc<^ 

I am nt Iiotnc one morning a week from twelve 
two tho'^o being the cxlmordujfin hours at which visits 
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aie paid all OYei India As houses heie aie so difficult of 
access, people Lmdly put up httle ‘ Not at home ’ boxes at 
the bottom of then hiUs, and you may imagme how the 
unsociable iide about m seaich of these ' 

Om daily life is much as follows We bieahfast m 
a httle loom upstans, which at other times selves Nelly 
as a studio, and then we step out on the balcony and 
admne the magnificent lange of snow mountams, which 
at this time of yeai aie neaily always visible Aftei that 
we aie all busy tiU lunch-time m om vaiious sanctums, 
then come these ndes or walks, and in the evenmg the 
gals manage to have some game, while D and I geneially 
sit qmet enjoymg a book We found an old bagatelle 
board here, on which they play a most simple game of 
ninepins, but it appeals to afioid all the young paity 
endless mteiest and excitement 

Captam Harboid and Mi Balfom have gone down to 
the plams to shoot tigeis 

We do not begin to enteitam until the Queen’s Bn th- 
day, when a levee is held and a dinnei and baU given , 
to the lattei eveiybody heie is asked, and om house 
aiipeais m aU its mcompetence I have not mentioned 
D ’s work, which is contmuous I am wondeimg whether 
a settled peace will dimmish it at all Thunder stoi ms 
have come on agam, and we begm to heai foi the fiist 
time of ‘httle rams,’ which may possibly precede the 
ceitam deluge 

F) iday, 8th, to Ft iday, i ^th — I am Sony to wiite about 
the weather^ and I would not do so weie the subject com- 
monplace , but it leally is such lemaikable and mini ailed. 
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Tveather it obtrudes itself bo much upon one s attention 
it interferes 'with so many pl^ns it is bo noisy and ob- 
atreperouB bo mdustnouB and inde&tigable in pounng 
and thundering and making itself generally disagreeable 
that I am compelled to take some notice of it — more 
especially as 'when the weather permits itself suoh 
vogonee it prevents everyone else from doing anything 
A gymkhana meeting church the Sipi Farr the 
Monday Pop are some of the httle pleasnres 'With which 
it has mterfered so you see that every other mterestmg 
topic has been flooded out of my journal and therefore it 
only remoinB for me to tell yon how the storms are 
■conducted 

The clouds lead off theynseinsmokyoolnmnsfrom 
behind the woods they wander lightly o'rer the liillffidea 
they he m the raUeys like great holes of cotton wool or 
float m tufts over the houeotope thev playfully mvade 
one s boudoir or m the form of a dens© fog they dgrlpu 
and envelope everything then they collect overhead in 
great black threatenmg moascs ready for action 1 Next 
18 beard a distant rumbling 'which instead of being a 
short sharp ejaculation of meteorological wrath iflalong 
contmuoufl remonstrance earned on from hiH to hiH, with 
angry flaBhes of lightning to accentuate its meaning 
and then comes the ram ! Such ram I Not the soft and 
gonial Irish shower hut a mahgnant downponr which 
resounds upon the iron roof rattles on tho balcony, 
and rustles through tho air like a very Cataract of 
liodoro 

Tins is Uie wb^ In which Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 
and Monday were spent by tho weather while wo | 
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kept lip a iimumg commentary upon it, expiessive of 
displeasuie, disappomtment, discouiagement, and dis- 
may’ — foi these lains, you must know, aie only the 
‘httle lains,’ and we still have the ‘gieat lams’ to 
look foiwaid to They begin about June 20, and poui 
on and on foi ten weeks , foi them we aie stoimg up a 
fund of lesignation and a supply of mackmtoshes and 
umbiellas, but foi this leheaisal we weie unpiepaied, 
and we cannot even com foi toui selves with the leflection 
that the piesent lam is good foi the coimtiy On the 
contiaiy, some people feai that the extiaoidmaiy cold of 
"the season may put off the monsoon , and should that be 
the case, theie would be a fammenext yeai This is too 
-dieadful to thmk of, so I will take a moie cheeiful view, 
and although Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thmsday have 
only been shght impiovements upon the piecedmg days, 
I will go on hopmg that a new moon may do somethmg 
foi us, and that the sunshine of this mornmg (Tiiday, 
15th) may continue m spite of the too abundant clouds 
pieivadmg the sky 

The Eipon Hospital was opened yesteiday It is 
a veiy pietty buildmg, divided mto five blocks, with ac- 
commodation foi natives, Europeans, and paymg patients. 
They hope to use one wmg foi a lymg-m hospital 
After walkmg through it we sat under a Shamiana and 
hstened to a speech horn a Mi Hume, who expatiated 
upon the perfections and beauty of the new buildmg. 
He said that only 7,oool was wanted now to complete it, 
and he hoped we should make it up by next year. D. 
also said a few words and declared the buildmg open, 
and then we all started off for church (Ascension Day), 
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our mnbrellflfl and mackmtoshee being greatlj needed 
and ^rben we returned it waa tiirongh if not under a 
cloud that we drove home 

Tuesday between showers we rode over to call upon 
the Aitchisons with whom we stayed at Lahore. They 
hve quite at the other end of Simla and have a beautiful 
view and pretty garden They have also (happy people I ) 
built a hall room and can now do their necessary 
entertammentB m some comfort "We then went to tea 
with Lady Stewart and succeeded m only getting a httle 
damp going there. 

Wednesday I walked to one of the Staff bungalows 
to see the Langours monkeys with white whiskers and 
black faces who live aU round here There were quan 
titles about and it was vury amnamg to see them take 
headers from tree to tree It struck me os a most 
delightful athletic sport Fancy seeing fifty heaven bom 
Leotards flying from braneh to branch down a precipice 
many of them with babies cUngmg to them ! They 
occasionally sat still and looked at us Bomotimes they 
throw stones at passers by but wo could not excite thorn 
to any such evil practice. 

I was nearly forgethug to tell you of one of the great 
events of the day The tennis court is open 1 The nun 
makes D appreciate it immensely and It will really bo 
a great boon to all the yoftng men in Simla 

This morning the heavy silver thrones are being 
lagged up some precipitous paths to a hill Kajah s house 
and his Excellency and Staff have ridden after thorn I 
thonpht you would like to know that oven to'this monp 
tnmons region we carry our state choirs and that 
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although, we hve m a cottage, we hold durhais and are 
accompanied by all the symbols of om official dignity 

NeUy, Eachel, and I have begun to take lessons in 
H mdustam horn a Munshi, who teUs us we shall speak 
it m a month , hut as he gives us such sentiments as 
‘ Evil communications coirupt good manners ’ to trans- 
late, I feai oui conveisation m this language will he more 
stdted than useful 

NeUy IS domg a senes of portraits m chalk, and 
Major Goopei provides her with models She did one of 
the jhampam men with great success, hut at the first 
sittmg given her by a second model, a wild man wrapped 
m a sheet, he famted, and havmg first subsided mto an 
aim-chan he next rolled on to the floor and lay 'with his 
head undei his wmg. The jemadar had gone to dinner, 
and Nelly and her maid were left foi some time vainly 
caUmg for assistance, and domg then httle best to resus- 
citate the victim, who dechned aUthen pressing offers of 
biandy and water, and would have no remedy but fresh 
air ( 

Satwday, i6th — The first gymkhana went off 
successfully to-day It was really a gymkhana a deux, 
for as no outsiders took part m it, and as -some of the 
Staff were absent — some lU, and some not spoitmg 
characters — the bmden of the day feU upon Captains 
Burn and Gordon, who manfully steeplechased, flat- 
laced, rode postilhon races, and submitted to bemg 
carried in jhampans through a water jump People 
might havJ complamed of a want of variety, but I am 
sure they did not, for after so much ram we are all too 
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to get ont ogam tind Bhonld enjoy any outdoor 
amuflement provided for ns. On my way to thifl enter 
tamment I looked in at a chanty basaar wliich m all 
coimtnes is a trying ordeal to go throngh 

Monday iSth — Our little Sipi Fnir onting began 
to-day We had to nde eight mdee to Wildflower Hall 
along a narrow road at the edge of a precipice. I am 
not afraid of precipices, however when mounted on 
Begum though even she shied once at a Fakir who sat 
on the wayside, shakmg hifi long red locks about and 
lookmg most uncanny This country villa of ours is i ooo 
feet higher than Simla. It is on the top of a hill, and 
IB m the midat of moat sweet smelling pme-wooda The 
mountain view from it is magnifreent A groat range of 
snowy peaks bounds the horizon ond abuts in a world 
of rugged and aharply-outhned hills and rooks and dales 
a much more accentuated world than any I have Irvod m 
horotofore- 

Our house is a real cottage the biggest things about 
it bemg the fireplaces which happDy (for it is very cold) 
are qmto out of proportion to Iho tiny rooms. Wo wore 
a party of eight and wore very merry at dinner and at 
some games aflcrworda 

Tuetdny ip/A — At cIoTcn ©clock wo mounted our 
stcedaand commenced our descent to tho volley A most 
dclightfal ride wo had through tho forest of oak and pine 
tho hflNidcs covered with maidenhair and other lovely 
fern^ tho bun aliinlng tlirongh tho trees u’^n us and 
iho mountain view just visible between the bmnebes. 



Om putli midi n one lliaf T feU as if I Mas 

tiviu" to (1:111(0 a qiindi illo (ai lioisolucK.llieic ^^('lc such 
sliurp turns in it, hrin}];ni" nnc face to fiuo with ono’^' 
]initnor cithci aho\o m helow . and tlicn ^^o jiasscd 
pictuie^quc ^loiip'^ of jn'Ojdc bound foi the fnii, and 
could heal the sounds of io\oh3 fioin the people aheady 
thcie and as \\c approached the place c\o ‘^aw such a 
Inch* “coiic' Thcic ^\cre about l\\ent\ nieiiy-go-iounds, 
allie\ohing at once, canning bnsbctsfnl of men, women, 
and childicn round and lound thiough tlio an, Iheic 
weio little shops selling the latest things in the way 
of nor cities fioin Jiiiminghain , thcie weic serpent 
chaimers, and peifoiming nionkeys, and men beating 
tom-toms with all then might and mam, thcie was an 
elephant hcantifully got np, and thcie was a little brass 
god scaled in an aim-chau leceiving small com, then 
there were of course ciowds of natnes, some Europeans, 
and all the horses and ihainpanis that liad brought the 
people down, and last, but most important of all, there 
was ‘ the hank of hiides ’ Matrimony is supposed to be 
the object of this fan, and so m a soil of amphitheatre 
on the hillside sit the candidates for hjmieneal honours > 
I mil not declare absolutely that they w'eie all bndes , 
hut, at any rate, there w'eie rows and rows of women and 
gills dressed m then very best Biight-coloiued jackets 
and scarves and nether garments adorned them, while 
then heads, noses, ears, throats, arms, and ankles were 
all heavily laden with jewellery A leaUy smart woman 
wears silver or gold ornaments faUmg over her forehead, 
and almost conceahng her hair, rmgs of great size and 
weight hangmg horn every available space m her ear , 



146 OUR VIOSBEQ-^ LIFE IN INDIA oh rv 


one of Buch gigantic dimenmonB m her nose that it re 
qmree to be kept m ita place by a broad chain across the 
face attaching it to the already overladen ear necklaces 
innnmeTable reach froni her throat to her waist 
quantities of rings adorn her fingers and on her thumb 
she wears a lookmg-glaas set m silver a most practical 
ornament for bo well-deoorated a lady bracelets and 
anklets of course. 

Many of these women are very good looking and have 
refined and mtelhgent ^ee, but those of the Mongol 
typo ore extremely ugly while their dreesee do nothing ' 
to improve thoir appearance bemg dark m colour and 
auspiciously dirty looking They wear flat round cloth 
caps on their unkempt hair but they have jewels too and 
Hko very much to have quantities of rough turquoises 
sewn on to their headdresses They sat together the 
whole day and I mode many excumons through them 
ainng my few words of Hindustom and presenting some 
noso-nngs and toys to the children, which were always 
received with groat plcciBure We bought a few of 
the ornaments from tbo women but they arc suffi 
aontly sophisticated to make us pay dear for our 
purchasca and I oven suspect that Bomo of tbo jowoUory 
Is put on to attract and defraud tbo unwary European 
many of the thin^ look much better on than off and 
ore ondontly now and rough copies of the old patterns 
Wo enjoyed the fair Iramonscly it was all bo gay and 
bright with so much colour and hfo nnd novelty about it 
Ilowcvor 1 wa^ glad when lunch was announced for 
the sun wan iJjlnmg on the valley and as wo hod not 
allowed the police to push ovoryono out of our wav 



aooonlin" lo then (Ic-^no, I cxlmiulcd wiiiuloiing 
tbiough ilie crowd 

The luncli was gnen In om ludcs-de-canip, and was 
quite a banquet. I was saving to in> neigbboui that, 
one ne^or was allowed to ‘ lougb it’ in India, and that 
a picnic in our kcii'^c of tbc tcim seemed to be quite un- 
Knowii bcrc lie told me that tbe natuo woid for a 
ical picnic is a ‘ poggle-lJinna,’ that is, a fool’s diniiei , so 
I suppose that if we will dine out of doois wo shall be 
obliged to do oui follj’ in as wise a mannoi as possible, 
witli tables, and cbairs, and siher, and e\ei3' lu\uiy that 
wo are accustomed to at borne 

After luneb I made one moio tom tbiougb tbe 
beauties, and tben a bill Bana, tbc loid of tbe soil, 
bad some tiicbs peifoimcd foi us, w’liilc the Enjab of 
Butlam, a rcalh goigeous figuie, sat and looked on 
He woie a crimson vehet lacbet or tunic embroidered m 
gold and silver, and on bis long smooth black hair a 
bright yellow tuiban covered with jewels Tbe first 
performance consisted m one man sbootmg w'ltb a bow 
and arrow at tbe legs of another man, who danced and 
jumped and capered about so as to make tbe shot as 
difficult as possible It was a most mfantme amuse- 
ment We also saw some performmg buds and a dancmg 
girl, and tben we turned homewards, and mountmg om 
steeds began tbe ascent It was so pretty to see tbe 
thm bne of people zigzaggmg up tbe biUside, some ridmg, 
some waUong, and some bemg carried, tbeBajab lookmg 
very stately and magnificent on a fine Arab boise 
Altogether we bad a most debgbtful day, and enjoyed 
it very much It was^fine too until tbe mght, when 
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one of our real heavy rams came on with the usual 
thunder and laated Bome suteen houre 

W^Tiesdmj 20 th — A most desparate outlook of mist 
and ram tins mommg However we reaolved to get 
home, so wrapping ourselvea up m ulsters and water- 
proofs we started off and I beheve we really found our 
very wet nde rather omumng it took ns about an hour 
and a half. Wildflower Hall was so exceedmgly cold this 
mommg that we aro glad to be back m our own warm 
room Need I odd that the oldest inhabitant has never 
aeon such weather ? 

In the evemng we went to the theatre It is a mce 
httlo building run by Lord Wilham for amateurs to 
act m The Palace of Truth was acted to-night — a bad 
piece for private theatricals so although nicely put on 
the stage wo found it rather dull and long We drove 
part of the way there m the brougham and then got mto 
rickshaws to make on otherwise imposmblo descent to the 
theatre We did not got back till half past twelve, which 
was extremely lato for us who genorally go to bed at 
half past ten 

Tho moil day chongos this week owing to the commg 
monsoon and I have to send this off on Saturday matcad 
of Tuesday mommg 

Tlturtil ly 2 i$t — Tho weather contmucs its unnatural 
conduct and it kept mo in groat uncortninty all tho 
morning ns to how my first garden party hero wonld 
go off A\ ill or won t it clear up ? I\ ill or won t people 
como? Were the questions w^ wondered over I 
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deteinmipil lo hii\o ^oniotlnu*; to fall hack upon, should 
both rain .ind guc'^ts atlond, so had thp dining-ioom 
tle.iicd foi dancing and put tea in the house. IIo^^c^el, 
^^o had (^)ucen’s luck, and ahout foui o clock it bottled 
down to he line foi the aftd noon The gaidcn paity 
was a eniall and ‘-(.Icct one, hadminton and tennis 
were phued, and the hand, iierched upon iny balcony, 
discoui''ed to us I think it went oh ^el,^ well 


Saitndui/, 23/ d — Too many clouds about, and in the 
afteiiioon a deluge It was lannng aftei lunch, hut we 
settled to iide at four, if it cleaicd We got out, but in 
about half-an-houi we had to turn hack, and tlnough a 
prett} hea^3 thuiulei-showei wo lode home, and just 
escaped a most tei 1 ific hailstoi m The bits of ice hopped 
mto m3' room fiom the window -sill, the lattle on the 
roof was so gieat that we bad to scream to each othei to 
make omsehes heaid, and when we looked out the ground 
was quite wdnte You aie probably baslang m sunshme 
m England 

The Stewarts, Baiimgton Footes, and Major and 
Mrs Keith dmed with us, and we had a musical evenmg 
Captain Foote also recited for us Captams Balfour 
and Harbor d came back from then tiger -shootmg expe- 
dition, they did not get nearly so much sport as they 
expected Mr Balfour killed one tiger, and they all had 
a very excitmg search after him on foot The beast was 
wounded one day, and was only captured at the end of 
the secon;^ day, after havmg knocked down a man 
Happily he only struck him with a broken paw, and 
so did not hmt him much The description of all 
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their domgB ib very mterestmg Even m the plamg this 
IS a cool year and so except that the rocks were too hot to 
sit upon they don t seem to have noticed the heat much 

Monday 25th — ^We kept the Queen s Birthday by a 
large official dinner and a lev6e difficult thmgs to 
manage m a small house. Forty-eight people dmed in 
the ban room and sixteen m the dmmg room and my 
dra^rmg room was cleared for the lev6e. We three 
ladies dined and as the room v?as very light, as the table 
iras covered mth plate and floT?erB, and as all the guests 
■were m uniform, it was very pretty and very g&y for 
an official performance. We disappeared directly after 
-while the guests who had dmed smoked and those 'who 
were just arriving collected m a large Bhamiana (somo 
what damp) erected on the lawn outside Then the 
Tieeroy placed himself in front of his silver throne 
and everybody passed before him 

Tuesday 26ih — Our thoughts ore centred upon the 
state boll and upon the problem of expanding our 
lunlted space As you don t kno'w the house it •would 
bo useless to try and describe onr arrangements to you 
but I hope next mail to IcU you how the event wont off. 

ednetdai/ 2yih — The day was a lovely one and wo 
nB went down to Annondalo to enjoy ourBolTos AVo tilted 
at the nnp and lent pegged I actually tried the former 
nmnvment on Begum and D was very puccisaful with 
his fir>)t espai at tlic latter It 'wns most delightful down 
there and we enjojed U ^oty mpeh 
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Tlmisday, 28th — The mormiig of the ball, the day 
hne, and not much feai foi the suppei Shamiana > What 
a piece of luck ' 

I did veiy httle all the day except to take an active 
mteiest m the aiiangements foi the ball, and particu- 
laily to supeimtend the decoiation of the conservatoiy, 
which I did up like a sittmg-ioom It is at one end of 
the diawmg-room, openmg mto it , so, when fuimshed, 
it added gieatly to the available space and was leally 
veiy pietty Unfoitunately at mght it was lathei cold, 
and the hequenteis of ‘ kala jagah ’ (01 daik places) 
were unable to enjoy it as much as I had hoped they 
would Theie were many moie odd corners cm tamed 
m, and whole veiandahs utihsed m the same way, and 
foi suppei we had a big Shaimana, which held places for 
100, and which was veiy weU hghted, and looked very 
mce Dancmg was mtended to be m two 100ms, but 
theie was a misfoitune with the flooi of one of them, so 
that piacticaUy the dauceis weie confined to one Before 
dinnei, I received from my Bnghsh guests at Eawal Pmdi 
a most lovely Indian necklace and bangles as a souvenir 
of then stay with us there The necklace is a real 
Oriental one, with all sorts of precious stones set fiat m 
a coUai shape, and with fimges of pearls at each side 
of it , the inside is beautifully enamelled. Each bangle 
is a smgle row of stones of difieient kinds — turquoise, 
diamond, cat’s-eye, luby, &c They are very pietty 
and uncommon, and I wore my new jewels at the ball 
^vlth great ^ride and jileasme 

We four dmed alone, and dressed afterwards, and 
then, when sufficient iieyple were collected, we marched 
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down jn solemn proceemon and took our places in a 
state quadrille There must have been nearly 450 
people — all the men m uniforms and the ladies yery 
smart — and all seemed to eiyoy themselves and to 
dance with great spirit His Excellency did his share 
and we only retired at two o clock and were able to go 
to sleep to the distant sounds of mnmo the dancing being 
kept up for some time longer 

Fnday 2gt]t — A qmet nde of an eiplonng nature 
was considered to be the best thing after a ball, so we 
wont np Prospect Hdl, a peak very close to our own and 
had from it a most magnificent view the best I haye 
seen hero Nothing gets in the way on any side and 
one am see all round the mggednoss of the earth s 
surface near and the high higher highest rangoB of 
mountams m the far distance the enpexlatire degree of 
componson being covered with snow It was a rough 
kind of mountam path to the top and we thought it 
prudent to have our horses led down and to walk our 
solves 

Satiinlot} 20ih — Our lovely wenther seems about to 
break up again It was very cold m the ovenmg and it 
mined tbns morning and is most gloomj but the greatest 
convulsion of nature was m the night when wo had on 
earthquake shaking about our bods and making us ^•cry 
uncomfortable I thought it most alarming and was 
lomovihat relieved by the consideration tba\ our honso 

a wooden one but tlieu cn rcranrlir, It is quite at 
the «lge of a kliud ^\e have suice beard that at some 
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place in Kaslimu eighty peisons weie killed, and about 
the same numhei mjuied 

An ommous sound of thundei and a shower at five 
o’clock thieatened to stop the gymkhana, but it soon 
cleaied away, and theie weie sufficient laces to ensme 
the woundmg of one man kli Balfom was the victun 
this tune, and he had a nasty fall i idmg one and leadmg 
anothei pony ovei some lails It is m vam that we 
entieat everybody to have safe and easy jumj)s, they 
seem to enjoy the element of dangei 

I am gettmg up a gaiden fete foi the hospital hoie , 
it IS to be a mixtme of gaiden paity, fish-pond, shootmg 
at taigets, band, and mdooi conceits If only the day 
IS fine, I think it will be veiy successful , but who can 
answei foi the weathei this yeai ? and the 25 th of June 
IS peiilously near the lams ' 

Wednesday, Jime zid — Mis Ubeit is givmg six 
lectures on sick-nuismg, the pioceeds to go to the 
Hospital Fund The girls and I attended, and the foity 
pupils sat m lows, hstenmg and takmg notes, and then, 
havmg leaint how to aiiange a sick-ioom, they pro- 
ceeded to make a bed m thepiopei maimei and to answer 
questions Mis Hbeit did it veiy well, and hei lectme 
was both mteiestmg and useful 

In the evening we had a big dinnei and a dance aftei . 
We only asked the dancmg people, and it was most suc- 
cessful, eveiyone appeaimg to be in the best of spuits 
It ended at/twelve, which is a comfoit, and I am so glad 
that eaily dances do succeed, foi then one is not mcom 
petent to peifoim one’s oidmaiy duties next day, and 



150 OUS VIOEBEQAL LIFE IN INDIA <m iv 

can eren compass one 0 Hindastani exercises m the 
morning 

Sunday yih to Txtadoy gth — I am afraid you will 
soon begm to find the history of my life at Simla ex 
tremely dull for although it is in reahty almost too 
gay for a country place yet perpetual short notices of 
garden parties gymthanas Monday Pope small danc^ 
dinners, leoturea on nursmg and ndes will paH upon 
you ere long and even were I to enter mto more par 
tieulare I should not be able to add much to mterest 
you for you don t know the people at all and I only 
know their outside ahelL 

But I rsmember something upon which I am certaon 
you are dying for information You want to know how 
1 like mangoes which from your earhcst youth you 
have heard of as the most dobcious fnut m the world. 
After some trouble and much persevenmee m eating them, 
I have got to think thorn very good fruit but whereas 
I can understand raving about a pmeapple I can t 
understand raving over a mango Outeido the mongo is 
like a largo apple ill ehaped which is not to be wondered 
at conindcnng that inside it contains a big flat oval stone 
which it IS difficult to cover ^rmmetncally When npo 
and oincllj right it is the colour of an apricot when 
wrong which is most often the caso it is green or pale 
yellow and tastes strongly of turpentmo hut unnpo it 
can bo mndo into a fool which you could not distin 
puish from gooseberry that is a great racnt\ Ealing it 
properl} is quite on art Yon Imvo to turn it on one parti 
colar side and cut it the flat wav of the stono then you 
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cat it out of its substantial slim with a spoon. If you 
wish (I am told) to enjoy it thoioughly, you should ictire 
into a hath and bite it I can’t say I thinli it would be 
worth that tioublc. 

We have anothei fiuit called a ‘ lechee ’ ; it has a 
tough slim almost amounting to a shell, which comes off 
easily, and leaves a fi uit the size and coloui of a plovei ’s 
egg, with a stiong fla\oui of losewatei Anothei fiuit 
outside IS like a potato, and inside looks and tastes like 
an ovei-iipe peai A pommeloe, oi very laige coaise 
orange with a bittei taste, is lathei nice and lefieshmg. 

Now, aftei so much information, you wiU only want 
to Imow fuithei that on Thmsday I had a laige gaiden 
party at home, and that on Friday I went to one at the 
Adjutant-Geneial’s (Sn Thomas Baker’s) where all the 
space was taken up by a tennis gioimd, and where all 
but the fom guests who weie playmg weie confined to 
a gravel walk. The place is so fai mteiestmg that Miss 
Eden hved near there, and that out of comjihment to 
her it 18 called ‘Elysium’ On Saturday we went to 
a ‘penny leadmg’ for a charity The place was 
crowded, and I never saw such a stream of rick- 
shaws as that which came pourmg down the steep hill 
to the theatre 

Thwrsday, 11th — The Simla sky races began to-day, 
and a steeplechase was got through without an accident, 
though not without a difference of opmion, which is hkely 
to lead to unpleasantness ’ The Uberts dmed alone 
with us, and we all went on to a party given for us 
by the Eajah of Butlam. I thought it a good party. 
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well arranged and very pretty and pleasant He gaye 
it m the nnk which enstfl here for roller skating 
The room was decorated with carpets emhroidenes 
ohandehers and baakete of ferns and it was so large 
that there was plenty of room to have tables with 
photograph books chairs and sofas all about it while a 
raised place which Burrounds the nnk proper also made 
a good place to sit. Mumo went on all the eTenmg, and 
people talked and moved aboat and seemed very happy 
I was decorated with a wonderful gold braid ornament 
and ^as given an embroidered beg fall of spice I must 
really send you one of these garlands to see they are 
beautifully mode and replace the flowers one gets else- 
where I much prefer them as they don t dirty one a 
gown at the tune and one can bring them home and 
keep them 

Fndag 12O1 was also o busy day It is the one 
mommg I have for wntmg letters after the omval of 
the mml but at 1 1 30 Dr Franklm came to give me 
hifl views upon the medical question and directly after 
lunch I had Miss Stewart Captain Tumor and Mrs 
Franklm to rehearse their piece for my garden fete. 
This was no sooner o\er than we had to mount a very 
stoop bill to the Mibtory Secretary s Iionse Colonel 
Graham having a ganlon party there and after that wo 
liad a htllo dinner at borne 

Saturday 13^/1 — yie are all verj busy ^poring for 
the fibh pond tying np parcels painting jars Ac Ac 
but the entber ! W HI It Inst tiU the flfith ? Tlio mon 



A MULE BATTEBY 


159 


1SS5 

soon has alieady bioken at Bombay How long will it * 
take to tiavel up ? 

Monday, — We had such an mteiestmg afternoon 

^mspectmg’ Majoi Cane’s mule batteiy fiom Jutogh 
We had turned om backs on Simla, and weie m a 
dehghtful spot m the heait of the mountains The 
batteiy staited horn the toil of one hill, ciossed a 
lavme, and came up a veiy steep chJ& on the othei side 
We lode up a naiiow lough path, and stood at the top 
watchmg them as they thieaded thiough the woods on 
bhe opposite hill, then came up, almost hke flies on a 
waU, to wheie we weie The led tmbans of the native 
diiveis, and the white helmets of the soldieis, looked 
well among the tiees. When they had leached a 
flat place on the veiy top, the guns were made leady 
foi action One mule caiiies the caiiiage, another the 
wheels, a third the ban el, a fourth ammunition, and 
some of the laiger guns have another subdivision The 
whole IS put togethei mstantly Targets had been 
placed at different distances acioss the valley, and veiy 
good shootmg was made with shell 

Thursday, i8i/i — We went to the thud lectuie on 
nursmg this afternoon, it was most piactical and 
most amusmg, foi Mis Ubeit taught her class how to 
hft mvahds in and out of bed, and how to change then 
sheets, and eveiybody had to tiy her ’pi entice hand 
upon the orAy lady present who had on a habit, it being 
the least cumbious gaiment As that one was a stout 
young pel son m rude health, she was a considerable 
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Tg mgh t and was dropped and flopped down upon the 
sofa m a way which wonld have killed any real patient 
and then ahe ffobmittod to being put in and out of ever 
BO many ni gh tgown a, and to having ever bo many clean 
sheets pushed under her and it was altogether very 
funny and very hard work. Everyone was busy there 
were lodiee learning to roll up sheets on the floor ladies 
walking about two and two m apparently the most 
affectionate attitudes or carrying one another upright 
liVn children m arms. These were vanons ways of 
movmg patients who were not absolutely helpless 
Everybody laughed very much and everyone expressed 
an mtenbon of finding some Uglu amateur mvahd at 
home to prachse upon 

In the evening we bad a large dinner and a very 
nice dance lastmg till twelve o clock. People danced 
most vigorously and did seem to eiyoy themselves 
immensely 

Fndag igth — I hud rehearsals of both the chanty 
entortammonts and then went to visit the Mayo School 
I was caught m a most fearful storm beginning with 
dust and ending m waterspouts I never saw such 
ram The girls were nding and, though they turned 
back at once they got completely drenobed I do hope 
thcpo are not the rams 

Sunday Tliis was D s birthday and bo the 

ADCs asked us to come doTm into tlA woods and 
Iravo tea there ^\o bad a fine niommg for going to 
cliurch and then it began to j>oar but was fine 
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again at foui, and we went down, down, down the Mind 
until at last we aiiived at one smooth flat httle bit of 
glass Buiiounded by high wooded hills, and theie we 
found — no tea ’ It had gone wiong, but haiijnly it was 
lecoveied befoie too late, and we sat on the giound — a 
leal ‘ iioggle-ldiana ’ — and had a veiy pleasant horn m 
this lovely spot The Stewaits and the Duiands came, 
and the ADCs had piovided a leal bnthday cake 
with good wishes m pmk sugai on the top, so what 
could D have wished foi moie? He enjoyed his picmc 
^eiy much, and we ^olled up the hfll agam just m time 
fqi dmnei. 

Monday, 22nd, to Thursday, 2 Sth — The weathei pie- 
occupies me feaifuUy. These must be the lams, aud 
they come down m a despeiate way sometimes, and 
then cease foi a few fine horns , but shall I hit upon 
those few fine horns for my fete 01 not ? It will be too 
haid if it lams, foi heie a showei is no joke, and cannot 
be oveilooked 01 lightly passed thiough with a small 
umbrella , if it is fine, everyone will come, and it vill 
reaUy be veiy amusmg and money-making I wiitc 
this on the moimng itself, and feel deeply the hca\v 
clouds hoveling oveihead Last night we had a ic- 
lieaisal of the tvo enteitamments, vliich I wiU desciibe 
latci Li the afternoon we had had anothei veiy good 
lectin e, with piactical illustiations upon all soils of 
poultices and cxleinal applications and that afternoon 
vas fine, not lo sai lovely, wheieasthis — but we shall sec * 

Tlnnsdiiy, 25/// — This afternoon loo was 110^ on)\ 


lOL 1 
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fine it -was lovely 1 The aty cleared its Btonny brows 
the clnadfl disappeared and the Bsn beamed upon us 
Greatly reheved m mind yre officinla set to TTorl 
alwut three o clock to arrange our vanona httle estab 
hshments The laum was covered with Bhauuanaa 
there was a big one m the centre for the fish pond 
another at one end for the refreshment tables whili 
opposite at the further end I presided over a box full o 
parcels Put m a rupee and take out what you like 
was the plan of my box. Then there was a bank (fo 
receiving our winnmgB and gmng change) behind me 
and a photographer beside me and a weighing machmi 
near There were raflSee also and a very few things t( 
«elL People began to come at four o clock and remain& 
till nearly 7 30 The band played outside the fish 
pond was besieged and entirely emptied my box onl; 
held out for a short time aD the amusements wer 
patronised and the theatre fiDed four times for the 
entertainments The only complamt made was that 
people could not spend enough money and that they 
took home port of what they brought with them but 

1 wai delighted to hear this, for our object was to ex 
tract money without pom All sorts of people came 
and all soomed to enjoy themselves and we mode 

2 862 rupees (I suppose about 230? ) a largo sum for 
Simla. 

Fniln / — I was almost pleaded this morning to 

see that this is a bad day It Is delightful \o know that 
ray outdoor venture is safely over and now I am pro 
partrd to try and odmiro tho hoavj clouds and their 
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sbado'ws on tlie lulls, and the fluffy httle bits they leave 
behind them m the valleys when they choose to lift foi 
a sboit time 

This evenmg vre gave a ‘ hgbt music ’ conceit, and 
not too much of that , and although we had far more 
guests at it than we could attempt to seat, they did not 
appeal to mmd, and the oveiflow stood about m dooi- 
ways and veiandahs, and did not giumble. Captam 
Baiimgton Foote on these occasions is a host m hunself, 
and he and a fiiend who are accustomed to smg and act 
..togethei sang some veiy pietty and amusmg duets We 
finished up with the ‘ Toipedo and the Whale ’ out of 
‘ Ohvette ’ This party was given foi the Bajah of Butlam, 
and m connection with him I must tell you that I have 
staited My ‘Female Medical Scheme ’ 

I have been woikmg at it foi some tune, but did not 
mtend to tell you about it until my plans weie moie 
thoioughly matmed But the Eajah, whose sympathy 
I enlisted m the mattei, has given me a handsome 
subscription towaids it, and Majoi Baiimgton Foote 
promises me the pioceeds of a conceit foi my Fund, so 
now I shall make my scheme pubhc My idea is to foim 
a National Association, with a Cential Committee and 
a Cential Fund, with blanches m all paits of India, 
managed locally, to piomote Female Medical Tuition, 
Medical Belief, and the estabhshmeut of Hospitals for 
Women aU ovei the countiy, and to mvite subsciiiitions 
foi these obje^cts 

As, howevei, I will send you aU the papers connected 
with this woik, I shall not teU you much about it m this 
jomnal I do hope it yaU succeed, and that it wiU 
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be a real benefit to the w>men of this country The 
Fund IS to be called The Coimtesa of Duffenn 0 Fund 
for supplying Female Medical Aid to the Women of India 
When you come across people with loose cash you may 
mention it 

Sanday 3&th — The monfloon indeed 1 Fog not only 
out of doors but smoking in at the wmdows, pouring 
ram and no posaibfljty of gomg to church until the 
ovomng when it cleared for a tnne and then I never saw 
anything more lovely than the lights and shadows on 
the hills, the colours in the sky two broad rambows (we 
are ^d to have their assurance that this is not leading 
up to a second deluge) and the dcmds in the vaUeys 
below This respite did not last long — the ram came 
on flgam and went hard at it for twemty four hoorB 

B ednaday July t$t — It is actually fine and so 
people say to themselves Perhaps the great mins have 
not begun. There are, however a large supply of 
clouds about and nothing can be more beautiful than 
the lulls are between showers Such a day as th is is a 
perfect study of light and shade Sometimes the top of 
a lull is covered i\ith cloud and then qmte a bnght 
light seems to come from underneath and illmnme all its 
lowtr hnli then on another lull there maybe a streak 
of bun'jhinc shding down its aide then great waves of 
bnght green wood sncccodcd by puqile nn(| blue ones a 
sort of oimlcwnt tint ovcrjTrhcro and clouds of every 
\antty largo and small, dork and hght hanging benniy 
or llonUng IightK al»oat 
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All tills I admued on my way home horn Mis Ilbeit s 
lectme , hut I ought not to attempt to desciibe such 
effects, foi that is an impossible task How tiled you 
will be of the clouds and the lam befoie my monsoon is 
ovei ’ 

Satiiiday, — Am amusmg afternoon, keepmg Miss 
Noia Stewait’s buthday The party was m the aftei- 
noon at the Emk, and eveiyone seemed happy, and Su* 
Donald, who is always the gayest of the gay, enjoyed 
himself immensely and jomed m eveiythmg We had 
a small dinner with a httle music Did you ask after 
the weathei ? Thank you, it’s pourmg nicely, and is 
qmte as weU as can be expected 

Sund'ay, — * It ’ made moinmg church a difficulty, 

and evemng chuich an impossibihty, so I have not much 
to tell of this day 

Monday, 6th — I managed to drive round Jakko, and 
to look in at a Monday Pop, commg home m tune to lead 
my mail befoie dmner After waids we went to the play, 
and saw the ‘ Private Secietaiy ’ really very well done, 
but the play here ends much too late We did not get 
home till nearly one 

Wednesday, 8th — Oui last lectme at Mis Ilbeit’s, 
presentation <j)f 210 rupees for the hospital, with a few 
neat sentences on behalf of the company by Her Excel- 
lency, and then home to a dmnei and a dance, where 
a lady lather amused me I noticed hei first aftei 
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dinner -when ehe lay Irack in an arm chan deeply m 
terested m Hia Eicellenoy’B convergation mth other 
people and then dnrmg the evening ah© came and con 
fided to Bome one near me that she had had snch a nice 
dinner and snoh a me© man to tah© her in and that 
bimla was a heavenly place and that she had lived seven 
teen year© in India mtiiont coming here No^ she really 
felt that all her previooa life had been 'waated ! 

The monsoon behaved in on admirable manner during 
our party and the evening naa lovely 

Tlninday gth to TJiunday i6th, — My daily life 
noTcadaya vaH really not bear journalising A. httle 
of it Lfl all yon could poeeibly stand* In fact it ^oold 
read best m the form of a list of occupations thus — 

Ilinduttani — Lessons four tames a week, Preporatioi 
every day 

Corretpondenee. — Days devoted to lady doctors Inter 
mittcnt attacks of fniviite letter nnting with five 
hours of it tuuntemiptedly on Fndnya 
LntfTiaxnmentM — At home everv Tuesday morning 
Dmuers and dance or music every Wednesday fort 
mght 

Outdoor Dxtrxpationt — A Monday Pop and on Saturdayt 
a variety ontortamment when wot which bccomrt 
a gymkhana when fine Occasional chanty concerts 
I Tfra»f — A valk m a deluge wotting one through ir 
three minutes and penotmting the best nmlirolla 
Hiding tnulo or ponj and driving in a jinrickshaw 
jUnmi>an or carnage 
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Eiamnq — The yoimg ones play mnejjins, and D. and I 

Lead 

Tlie moinmg amusements do not apply to him, for 
he IS 111 hiB study all the day, and I nevei attempt to 
tell you about aftans of state. 

I will mention Smiday this week, because we weie 
pleached at m two such veiy good seimons that the 
whole of Simla is talking about them, and most people 
plead guilty to the necessity of the attack made uiioii 
them The fiist was upon the obseivance of Sunday, 
and the second upon om hves of dissipation. 

It IS qmte true that the atmospheie of the place is 
one of pleasuie-seekmg. As the Aichdeacon said, eveiy- 
thmg nowadays is ‘ urgent oui business is ‘ mgeut,’ 
oui common occupations aie ‘uigent,’ and oui pleasures 
are ‘most mgent ’ ‘ We must just show ourselves here,’ 

and ‘ we must look m for a moment there,’ and we talk 
as if ‘ poor society led a most piecaiious existence, and 
would come to an untimely end were we to desert it for 
a moment ’ 

He speaks so very well and earnestly, without any 
exaggeration oi want of hbeiality, that his exhortations 
ought to do good , and I know of at least one peison who 
hunied fiom a Sunday tea-party to second chmch, 
because after the moimng sermon ‘ she leally mmt go 
again ’ That was a result of a homceopathic kind , 
but alas ' fov my story, I find she did not go agam, only 
tnUnded to do so when she left her own house What 
she did do was to exchange a lawn-tenms match, to 
which she had meant to go, for the milder dissipation 
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of a little tea party elsewhere— a result of a BtiU more 
microscopic nature than I credited her with at first 

The other things I have done this weeh are these — 

I went to Major Marshall b to bbb a collectioii of 
butterflies There are Dome very lovely ones and we 
iminori a certain amount of information there. I will 
only trouble yon with one of the lightest facts. Borne 
of the creatures with the most gorgeous colours outside 
shut themselvee up so as to form the exact representation 
of a dead leaf and so hide from their enemies there 
are quantities of them m the neighbourhood of a brewery 
hire, and they actually have acquired sudi a taste for 
Ker that they nt helpless on the casls and can be 
caught with ease. These dissipated butterflies quite 
deaervo to have a pm run through them and to bo shut 
up m glass cases far from all temptabon we shall be 
iienrmg nevt that they have taken to skittles I 

Jlojor Marshall s house is in tho woods near here 
wlaro the ferns and tho vegetation generally are qmte 
lovely now Tho nun covers overvthmg with green the 
uallfi disappear under a now growth of verdure tho 
trunks and branches of trees are grown over with ferns 
and there nro some most canons plants to bo seen ob 
well Ono IB a sort of tall green flower out of which 
protrudes what appears to bo the tail of a snmll snake 
It 1*1 rather startling at flrnt sight Tlion another has a 
thick stem spotted exacUv hLo the body of a serjient I 
can imagine getting a turn from that I^avaswell 
record hero that I liavo not vxt seen a hio snake in 
Indm nor a scorpion nor nnv tomfic spiders I don t 
i-hakc my thcK. or jicip through my sleeves or carefully 
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examine mj glo%es befoie puttmg them on, and the only 
animal that I Ine in expectation of seemg and siifleiing 
fiom IS a ‘fish insect.’ He habitually eats all youi 
papeis, all youi clothes, has a paiticiilar taste for the 
noses m yoni best jihotogiaphs, and soon inns thiongh 
the thickest book, even he has tieated me well so fai, 
but I know the da3’’ may come when I shall find that 
some valuable gaiment 01 somepiecious pictuiehas been 
devouied by him 

To go on with my domgs I had a committee meetmg 
to aiiange some matteis lespectmg the nuismg m the 
hos23ital heie, and we also had a soit of exammation at 
Mis nbeit’s upon hei lectmes, wheie Nelly’s downiight 
mannei of explaining hei way of lookmg aftei a patient, 
and the duhiess of anothei pupil, weie lathei amusmg 
We aie qmte soiiy these gatheiuigs aie ovei 

I must mention a fiuther encouragement I have had 
for My Scheme by a donation of Es 4,000 fiom the 
Mahaiajah of Ulwai, and an ‘oidei’ fiom him foi the 
tiammg of two native students 

If I am mdustiious ovei my Hmdustam, His Excel- 
lency is still moie so ovei his Peisian He does work 
haid at it, but he has one advantage ovei me which I 
must teU you of He is nevei allowed to stu without a 
poheeman — a Peisian-speakmg policeman m a white 
tuiban and a caheo ovei coat, veiy imposmg as to size, 
but veiy common-place as to diess Wherevei His Ex- 
cellency goes^ that man has to be He stands by at tennis ; 
he appears at the chuich dooi when D gets there As 
suie as he pays a visit, 01 goes out to dmner, or to tea, 
01 to the theatie, the poheeman is bound to be there, and 
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sometimes ■ffhan one has for^tten his very enstence 
one IS startled by hia sodden apparition and as nobody 
sees him go or knows how he gets to a place there is 
a sort of awe connected with Ins inevitable appearance 
there When D simply takes a walk the policeman 
follows and walks like any other ordinary mortal and 
then it IS that D profits by bin> and, instead of resting 
lus mind from hia very heavy and annous work wlifle 
taking hia exercise straggles away to talk Persian and to 
learn words and prommciataons, I have no policeman, 
and so I get on more slowly with my conversation. I 
am not, however learning under a bushel for last night 
I received a letter from the editor of a native paper 
who hearing that you are studying the vemaoular 
suggests that hia own paper which is written m the 
Itest taste and the purest Urdu would be a good one 
for me to take lo If I follow his advice and read it, I 
shall have to add to my List of employments To spelling, 
out a column m a native paper — four houra, 

I send you a telcgrtun winch will certainly amuse 
you It was addressed to a distinguished officer of tho 
Boyol Engmeers from ban Gorge by all the Eabus 
Smd and Poshin Railway and there is no question 
wImtQ^cr QB to lU authenticity All railway Babos 
assembled To slay here is instantaneous death What 
can Babu give in oxebange for lus soul ? In anticipn 
tion of sanction wo all leave to-mght And lh<^ went 
tool ChoUm was raging at tho place. i 

Susdnv sCth — I have at last found a horse winch 
I rcallv like nml am happy on but it is unfortunakly 
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Loid William’s favourite polo pony, and I do not yet 
Iviiovr if I can have it, meantime, Begum’s nose has 
hecomc slightly" disjomted 

I have had some long mtei views TMtli ‘ authoiities ’ 
about my Scheme — Su Steuait Bajdey and Di. Simiison 
(the Suigeon-Geueial), Mi Mackenzie and Mi Ilbeit, 
and I am noT\ tiying to i educe it to wilting, so that at 
least iieople may know what it is imf. It was lejiGited 
that I was gomg to abohsh all civil suigeons and put 
women m then places, and that I mtended to msist that 
no English nmses should be emploj^ed, but only natives 
I am evidently ci edited with much moie authoiity than 
I have found myself to possess 

JVediiesday, 2 gtli — We had a dmnei and a dance, 
which I oveiheaid guests desciibmg as ' exceedingly jolly ’ 

We have taken up whist as an evenmg amusement, 
and I am veiy glad of it, as a ‘ lubber ’ is good for D , 
gives him a change, and prevents his studying Peisian 
after dmn ei One day we had a few peojile to tea m the 
tennis comt to see some games It is such a nice place 
now, and the Arabic and Persian mscriptions ornament 
it beautifully Fifteen oi twenty men come to play every 
day, and it is only closed to the pubhc for a couple of 
hours in the afternoon 

Thvrsday, ^oth — After two very fine days the lam 
has begun ^gam, so all we could do m the way of exer- 
cise was to go a sort of paddhng walk to gather feins 
— a new mania We have set up httle rockeiies in 
front of oui wmdows, and theie is to be great rivalry 



173 


OUB VIOEBEaAIi LIFE IN INVU. ge rv 


as to Tvhoee is the best Tvhether from an artastio or a 
botamcal pomt of view It is qmte delightful getting 
one 8 fingers well dirtied and feeling so countrified aa one 
does when one grubs np roots without any implement 
and cames them home in a basket, and when having 
said Ka mangta (not wanted) to aH offers of assistance 
from jemadara or foUowers of any sort one escapes into 
the woods and does exactly as one likes — for a very short 
time. The ferns now are most lovely and there seems 
to be on endless variety of them 

Satunlay Avyiist s$t — To the great delight of the 
young men the weather permitted a gymkhana. True 
there are few perfonnere, and while one mce was mn by 
Captains Bom Harbord and Bussell the next wt« mn 
bv (Daptaine Russell Bom and Harbord still everyone 
seems to like the afternoon and to enjoy the exotise 
afforded them for meeting and this time there were no 
foils and some rather amusing events and everything 
went offwolL 

Tuetday ^th — My medical affairs are commg to a 
cnsifl and I have lind many intemews on the eubjoot 
on Saturday I hope to settlo the pTosptctnp I shall 
Ihj glad when all is in working order and when I have 
got over the plunge I don t m tlio least mmd tho 
work but I Bomotunoa shudder over tho pubhcity and 
wtili it wtro a quitter hltlo affair Tlio Miliarajah of 
Ka'ihmir Knt mo 500Z tho other day and I am opening 
an account starting cheque receipt and letter books, 
and trying to bo business like from tho beginning 
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The weathei is as usual lather wet, and it has 
changed its laining houis foi the woise, coming down 
often m the afternoon, which it used geneially to leave 
deal foi us. Some days have been veiy lovely as 
studies — cuiious hghts and shades on the hills, and 
peeps underneath heavy canopies of cloud on to the 
distant and simny-looking plams 

A very pleasmg and peifect Enghsh-spealong native 
lady who hves close to us has offeied to come and help 
us with oui Hmdustam She is called the Kunwaii 
(01 Pimcess) Hainam Singh. I have only just made 
hei acquamtance, as she has been ill Both she and 
her husband aie Chiistians She is lemaikably nice and 
clever, so we ought to improve undei hei I am leading 
qmte a senes of tracts 'and httle moral stones, as the 
style of these is simple and moie conveisational than 
that of grander books. 

Tlmrsday, 6 th — This mormng we went to the con- 
secration of a very pretty httle chapel of ease that 
has been built close to our grounds It will be very 
convenient to us, as the chmch is lather fai ofl 

Fuclay, ytli — We went a second time to the ‘ Puates 
of Penzance ’ The peifoimance was leally very good, 
and there was a verse m a topical song which brought 
down the house It said that when the Amii was 
made a G d! S I and Sn P Lumsden a G C B , and 
when there were difficulties here, and Komaioff was 
kickmg up a row there, then ‘ some one’s hfe was not a 
ha^ipy one ’ We were all wondeimg how it would tiuish 
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np aa Tre knew they would not like to have said the 
Viceroy s. 

Saturday 8t/t- — I had a great meeting about the 
Scheme — a round table and pens and ink bottles and 
paper and Sir Steuart Bayley Sir Charles Aitohison 
Mr MAokenne Dr Simpson myself and Major Cooper 
aH Bitting round with onr vanons copies of the pro- 
spectus before us Mine was a very much corrected 
one as I had been coUectmg hints upon the subject, 
so I read it out and suggested the alterations and we 
disonased until we agreed and you shall soon see the 
result 1 

I only had a shcFrt walk by way of eieroise 

Sunday gtJi — A more despairing look out than ever 
absolutely nothing to be seen beyond the balcony and a 
drenchmg nun fallmg 1 don t think we should have 
faced ordinary church but we bad proiuiBod to attend 
the consecration of a nshve Christian church so wo set 
off and half way had to desort tlie camago for nek 
sbaws and m them wo made the most terrible ascents 
ond descents through a baKoar Such turns and twists 
and steep gradients you never saw Happily after the 
Eomco it was line, and wo were ablo to chmb np on our 
own feet Tho setneo was in Hindostam My com 
tnand of tho longnngo Ims scarcely amved at tho devo- 
tional stage but I listened with ertroordmary attention 
to oTory word that fell from tho clorgymon s lips, to sco 
bow modi I could understand Tlio Bishop was taost 
fluent and I nm in hopes that I carried away some 
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faint notion of Ins meaning. His Excellency had to 
content himself by pickmg out the Peisian woids m the 
discomse In the afternoon Tve went to om new httle 
chapel, and we had tea with Mis Cunnmgham, who 
hves close to it. 

Monday, loth, to Wednesday, 12S1 — Monday and 
Tuesday weie so wet that it was impossible to get out, 
and so on Wednesday morning we deteimmed to seize 
a diy moment and have a iide We had scaicely staited 
when a deluge came on, but we got some exeicise m 
s]jite of it, and came in very much diaggled, or, to put 
it moie poetically, hke flowers bathed m dew 

I will not trouble you with any more Scheme, though 
it has kept me very busy this week I am in hopes a 
lull wiU come now, as the prospectus wiU be out m a few 
days, and aU the correcting of it and thmking it over is 
at an end Major Cooper is my honorary secretary, 
and has had a very great deal to do The Queen has 
consented to patronise the Scheme, which is a great help 

Thujsday, zyf/i — I do not think that I have ever 
told you how we manage here with regard to our house- 
hold D and I, the two maids and the two gnls, 
occupy the only beds there are m the house, but a 
few native servants sleep m the passages, ready to run 
any noctmnal messages we may have to send, while 
Goorkhas afld pohcemen watch over us outside Then 
all about the place there are cottages for the A.D C s 
and for the servants, baiiacks for the body-guard and 
the Gooikhas and for the mass of native servants The 
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A T) hare a sitting room in the honse and hare all 
their meals here- They live two and two in vanous cot- 
tages and the Ifihtary Seoreta^ has a really moe honse 
on the top of a still higher hill than ours 

Every person keeps a lot of horses and all the stables 
are under the direction of onr coachman but as each 
horse has a syce of his own, each 0 has as many 
men as he has horses 

This moramg mist and ram and an incessant patter^ 
mg on the roof. It is trying 1 

Fnday 2 ^th. — We attended a performance at the 
theatre got up by the Babas or clerks m the vanona 
offices to obtam money to bnfld a covered place for 
themselves at the Boming Ghaut We had rather 
dreadsd it, bocanso we heard that on the first night it 
lasted from mne till two because it was to be m Bengali 
of which we know not a word and because all the 
female parts were to be played by men so we took the 
precanbon of telling them that we should have to leave 
at eleven, hot we did romain till half past and were quite 
sorry not to stay till the and It really was most curious 
and interesbng and os the piece consisted of a senes of 
scenes and as wo had a short abstract of tho story in 
English which enabled ns to understand the drift of each 
scene tho nnknowntongno was rather on advantage than 
otherwise for it added a sort of mystery to tho perform 
anco and made us fed as if wo really wore looking on at 
some ancient play 

"NMicn tlio onrtain drew up it rorraled Havana, tho 
lung of Ctylon in grand army sitting upon a very high 
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ihronc', \m{1i nil ootirfius on tlio flooi on 

nihcr ‘>ulo of Inni. niul ono jnt“"'i''n{'f'r nil in while, nnd 
wilh lii*^ fncf' hmied in In^' hnnd^-, hownijr hefoie the Iviiif;. 

V inel’UuhoK nn*;'il ‘•nn'^ wa*- pcninpr on which In'^ted foi 
‘-oine time, and then the im ''‘-en^^ei with much wnilnif; 
told the hni" th it hi'' ‘^on had heen Killed in battle 
The Kill}:: wa'^ dei jd\ ino\ed at thi‘5 inlelhgenee, hnl also 

V little nnno^ed to think that n son of Ins should ha^c 
fallen h\ the haiuU of the ■'On of the Kiii" of Oude While 
he i'- expiC'S'^iii" thc'-e centnnenls, exit inesscnf^ci n little 
-uddenh, and entei Chilli anf^anda, the King’s ^onngcst 
wife Tier entr^ i<; jiecnhni , she is a good-si7iCd man 
winppcd in women’s garments, nnd she comes in falling, 
and flops down on her face full-length hefoic the King. 
He consoles her, she goes out, the King piepaics foi wai, 
and the curtain falls 

Act II takes place in a plensnie-gnidon, nnd is devoid 
of incident One man asks news of another, and is 
told of Ins hiothei’s death, so he exits to prepaie him- 
self for the battlefield , then women come m and wnndei 
about, and eithei are consoled or refuse to be comfoited. 
They are all tall and plain, and show then faces veiy 
little, and are the wives of personages m the diama 

Act m The curtam draws up and reveals two 
goddesses, Dooiga and Bejoya — melancholy women 
seated on the flooi Doorga wears a silver ci own. Indr a, 
the long of the celestial regions, and his wife come to 
consult the^e ladies and to tell them about the war, and 
Dooiga says she will see W'hat Siva say^ Unfortunately 
that god IS sleepmg, so she employs a most alaimungly 
ugly Cupid to help her to awake him , and we then see 
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Biva 8 head and bare shoulders and his indent appearing 
above a rook m the background and the overgrown 
Cupid (in a red uniform) takes deliberate aim with his 
bow and hits the god with his flower tipped arrow 
The Destroyer of Creation awakes, and a short conver 
sation ensues 

The curtam is constantly going down, and a Yolon 
tear band plays during the long mtervals the scenery 
changes every time and all the acting is very quiet and 
methodical. 

After this comes a soene in a tent where Fakirs are 
Bitting with whitened htcea and long hair and wsmors 
and their wives come to consult them and there is mnoh 
bowmg with foreheads to the ground and the women have 
now put on male attire for battle and wear kmokerbookera 
andshortjaoketeandexhibitmostpronouncedfiguree the 
work of the tailor and then some one is advised to enter 
the temple, and prayers are made m front of the door 
and finally the god Siva himself appears before it — 
rather a startling figure. A very fat Tnn.n he is, with 
nothing on but a short pettiooat and a tndont m his 
hand much local colour about him. Then there is some 
one whoso mind has to bo diverted, and so soorbalas 
try to charm him with songs and dancing They are tall 
figures swathed m female garments they move slowly 
about and got m his way when ho attempts to leave them 
but finall y they givo it up and mn away and the man 
left olono enters the temple and there we liod to leave 
lum 

I read the rest of the play, and I don t tbink wo 
missed much There was a battle, off the stage of 
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< our nn<l th< n* U" of j; Irul 'ui !)•> hiotij^hi to (he lun;; 

• m] to (hi . und th* olu^ f wauior All, imd (he 

Ivin", n‘'tonntlt il, n^’ltd v\lio Kdleil hnn, ninl (In nus 
- ii’ti i '•’id (h’lt, IrnitJC int-nd »n di^’^tn^'L* in(o (he 
‘•lered ‘•hrnn . Xn'oonndl'i Kill* d hnn »n an nnjn‘'t hatilc 
— and (ht (iiriain filK foi the tjnio 

I am '-orr\ (o ''a\ tluio wa'- a \ir\ had luuh. nee 
The in"h( i’^ (unhh r\t{, which wn*’ I ‘-upjai'^i* the 
1. I'-i.n, hnt tin jili\. whnh wa*- m r \ wtll dit'^ced (in 
^piti of Snat ind well put upon {lu* ‘•(a;;*', wa^' actid to 
rinptv hi neln i- 

P and I who hoih n alh liKc <-i"h(-‘-t.( ni", ent03ed 
it imirh , it v av all ‘-o ‘-(r.in"" and ‘ hehind the 
tnnrc.’ 

^\hcn I fn^l ( line Inii, I •-aid (hat vSnnla was siig* 
{;e<iii\e of (he Aih. The liKiinss mena'^es, and I Inno 
the poalc'^t ‘•\ nip itln now foi Mi and ^^r‘' Noah and 
(heir aidc‘'-dc-cainp, shut up in that -flection foi 150 
dajsandoNci JIow they must lime liated (he patlci 
on the loof and the sh — sh down the sides of then liabi- 
(a(ion, and liow tiied they must Jiave been of (alKing 
about then auimals, and of wondeiiiig when the3' would 
all get out again 1 ^^Hiat a thrilling incident the sending 
out of the dove must have been, and with w'hat joy they 
must ha^e wept o^el the bit of gieen leaf when it was 
bi ought them 1 We invented an incident j^esteiday, and 
ashed some people to tea m the tennis couit , and though 
cats and dogs were leally commg dowm, all the guests 
ariived, and all seemed tiuly thankful foi this excuse 
to get out, and for something to do The doctoi beat 
the Eajah, but he received lathei heavy pomts fiomhim 

N 2 
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Sunday} 'Jih — Things (by which I meftn the weath 

unproved ft hitare -tie, and in the afternoon we went to i 
church near uft the , and then on for a walk up to Obeervat 
2ilh foWor the new house. As we climbed the hi i 

the view wbb q^odjte lovely and we ooold distinotly 
ttie plains "^eftbry wet they looked bnt by the tune w 

reached our de»i tinabon everything was enveloped r 
Hownvei down on a pile of wood an 

yfaited and then T\q leflecting how much shut up we ha- 
^jeen lately we detcfc energetic and water 

proof this week, aJi ^ to niake eipeditionB and see some 
ttmig of the onter while these plans wer 

fomung the foe ^didj^ away and left rows of hfl] 
m wool with a httle tmy attemp 
"1 cloud above and the ghstenm 
»low 


of cott 


lying in 

jtamnbOTmoneeinl 
plamsmtliedutoM 

^{onday oar plan into eiasBboii 

]>;tenuined to go an ^toa at Moshohra and ther 
to spend ft happy day \ urse it was thought at firt 
that It ivonld require wcm^ j^en to convey our tea then 

but I insisted ^ direci^^ 

laden and set ai lonoh the girlf 

Major Cooper I Btnried, (His Eioel 

j^sidca. be I, -pedibons , t. 
ilrovo np to a om unA®™ °° 
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ne\i time, onh tliiit I ‘'UppO'iC ho will want company on 
tlie road Then wc took a walk, and aftoiwaids lode 
homo all the w.iy Wo onjo\ed oiu little change 

9</a?/, S' pt. 2n<l — People do sa> positivclv now, 
‘ The rams arc going,’ so I do hope wc shall come dowai 
fiom peipetnal deluge and fogs to occasional stoims 
The shortest gleams of sunslnnc luc most thankfully le- 
cened,and weaic heginning to talk of oui tom , the very 
idea of it IS delightful. Think of emerging fiom the 
clouds and descending to Agia and Delhi and Lucknow 
and Cawnpore’ 

T’/mrsf/u?/, 3n/, in Tuc’idnii, Stii — It is tine the raon- 
Boon IS really over It no longei lams hopelessly, and 
when a heavy showei falls wo say, ‘It will soon cleai,’ 
with some assiuance in oui tone Oh ' it is a comfoit , 
you can’t thmk how tned one gets of the gloom and 
the eveilastmg diip, and the impossibility of settlmg 
befoiehaud to do anythmg out of doois This morning, 
theiefoie, when we found oui selves fog-bound and saw 
the giound soakmg, we did not despau, noi did we 
put off ouL engagements foi the afternoon, but allowed 
Colonel Collett to come and lunch, and oideied oui 
hoises at three to stait on oui fein expedition The 
fiist thmg I got the Piofessoi to do was to come up to 
my lockeiy and to maik m a book foi me aUthevaiieties 
I had aheady collected, and agamst these I put piivate 
desciiptions by which to know them again Then we 
stalled off down the glen, riding some way, aftei which 
we took to OUI feet and to alpenstocks, and so descended 
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the rongher path to the hottom. Xt is qmte 
sensation to iralt out Tnth a naturalist 'tvho seeiw h*, 
have several more pairs of eyes than you 
Colonel Collett knows all the plants and trees and ine|M 
and it uas very interesting going about with him Iw 
had a very long hard walk, and finally reached Annandale 
where we had tea to meet us and very glad we were o. 
it before nding up to Simla again I got two or threi 
new vanetiea of ferns afid am now tolerably perfect u 
about twenty long Latm names and varieties which . 
look npon as a sort of Uttle beginning for next year 


Friday i8t/i — Sir Alfred Lyall and Sir I/epel Gnfiii 
are staTing with us that 10 to say they sleep in one 0 
our cottages and come here for their meals for as 
have told yon before we have no spare room in on 
Tieeregnl cottage ^ 

Satirrday igtJi — Ten thousand rupees to mght fron 
tbo Maluirajoh of Jeypore with a very mce letter upoi 
the medical subject As this is the largest subacnptio] 
I have had yot I chromcle it 


TJiundarj 24/A — It had long been orrangod that w 
were to camp out for a coup/e of nights for Hia Hxcel 
lency to get some shooting and wo were to have start© 
vcfltprday hut it was so wet in tho beginning of the wee 
that wc put it off one day so as to give tho camp tun 
to dry I had forgotten during this tune of froedor 
from the trammels of state at Simla that the momen 
wc ogam stirred from our own door wo should bo put i 
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cbaige of a deputy-commissiouei and a police oflicei , 
but duectly aiiangemeuts foi a move came uudei dis- 
cussion, then punted pajieis appealed on oui tables, 
stating wbat officials veie to go 'witb us, "wbat time we 
should start, wbat tmie we sbould aiine, wbat posts we 
should receive fiom Simla, See , and it is only eight miles 
after all that we aie gomg. 

The day was lovel}*, and we left home aftei luncheon, 
iidmg, oui commissionei met us on the load, and Su 
Donald Stevait followed The iide vas thiough the 
hills, and veiy pietty and waim, with a nice blight sun 
shmmg on us. Oui destmation is called Dhamm, and 
we are to he the guests of the Eana of that place, whose 
privilege it is to spend a ceitam sum yearly m enter tam- 
ing the Viceroy at a shoot ! Honour and glory above his 
fellows is all he gets by it He is a man of about 700Z 
or 800? a year, and, as I saw when he met us on the 
load, a very mce-lookmg man, speakmg a httle Enghsh 
We reached oui camp at five It is pitched on a hill, 
and is, of course, most comfortable two tents, openmg 
into each other, as dining and sittmg-iooms, and a little 
street of small tents, prettily hned with blue and white 
We each have one 

As soon as we arrived, the ‘ dolly,’ 01 presentation 
from the Eajah, was brought forward We stood at the 
door of the tent while trays of gold and silver, of iice, 
bananas, pomegranates, dishes of honey, bundles of sugar- 
cane, and gmgei were laid before His Excellency, and 
a ram was dragged by its hoi ns to be presented to him 
He graciously acceiited all except the money, which is 
always renutted, and then the Eana said there was another 
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dolly for the Lady Sahiba and more trays and more 
eheep T?ere bronght before me. ^6 dined and &at round 
a bonfire and looked at the moon, and then went to 
oed The only eoundfl to be heard an hour after were 
the TQicefl of the nativea caQing to each other from lull 
to hill a wild and rather melancholy sound 

Friday 2 ^ik — "We have been out the whole day 
and have eryoyed the freeh air and the sunshine and 
the little change from the Simla platform on which wfe 
have been stock for six months Breakfast was at 
eight o clock, and direcUy after it we started — I on my 
mole who is admirably suited for the sort of riding 
here She can go up and dofrn stancasea and along 
the dry rough beds of avers and through streams and 
up narrow mountam paths, without ever shpping or 
seeming to think the road at all extraordinaiy The 
girls were earned in jhampans and only rode back 
Our way was through the hflis the weather perfectly 
lovely and the vegetation quite different from that of 
Simla Bananas and nc© and ginger grow here and 
wo saw one palm tree and the hills are covered with a 
handsome sort of cactus and there are new ferns and 
m fact the 2 ooo feet we hare descended make a great 
differonco in oil one sees and feels. The shooting was 
nolliing to speak of — -there were only twelve bra.ee 
killed and much ado about killing them — but all the 
guns were content as rest from busmess and chongf 
^Ti8 what they really wonted and thcao they got. "Whal 

appened was this Wo all descended from our horsctf 
in n Talley or rather in the bed of a river, surrounded 
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])y hills, on whose tops we saw white figiues, who, when 
the guns weie placed, began to shout and to descend on 
all sides to diive the hnds m. I supjiose theie weie a 
thousand beateis emxiloyed, and, as I told you, theie 
weie about twenty-foui buds lolled We went to three 
different beats, and had lunch m the nuddle of the day 
One bird was a soit of paitiidge, and another a kind 
of pheasant with most lovely plumage A big umbrella 
was held ovei D. while he shot, and he was sui- 
lounded by sympathismg letameis, who weie always 
anxious that he should aim at anythmg that might be 
sittmg m the neighbourhood, or at any speck visible 
upon the horizon, and who weie perfectly indifferent to 
the dangers theie rmght be to any coohes m the hue of 
file TheEajah always kept at a distance imdei anothei 
umbiella, and did not shoot. 

We came acioss a veiy curious custom practised by 
the hill people here. By the side of every stream we 
saw a quantity of very small, very low, thatched sheds, 
and, hearmg these had somethmg to do with babies, and 
seemg many women appioachmg these places with 
mfants m then aims, we went to examme them, and 
found that the stream is directed mto a quantity of 
httle wooden troughs, and at the mouth of each trough 
one of these httle sheds is placed The babies are made 
to he down with the crown of then heads just under 
this mmiatuie waterfall — what for, I can’t make out 
They say it is to put them to sleep, but it seems an un- 
comfortable, laborious, and roundabout way of aiiivmg 
at repose ’ I crept mto one or two to watch the process 
Sometimes the mother lay flat alongside, nursmg the 
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ceremony tths ended hia procession ttss re-formed and 
the ffhififa gradnally dispersed These were all small 
men and there were no aplendid jewels bat for a conntry 
dnrbar it was a pretty one and the snn shone upon the 
ghttenng dresBes and showed off everything at its very 
beet D hae invited all these chiefs to meet him at 
Annandale for a gymkhana on Saturday only two of 
them had the right to visit him and he felt annons to 
give the others an opportunity of speaking to him 

I have been able to send our guests to some dinners, 
garden parties and to a fancy ball m Simla so the week 
has passed away very satisfactorily and they leave us on 
Monday monung Mr Grant Puff comes down from 
Invemnn to breakfast with us and his conversatiox: 
comes as a delightful break in the everyday smal 
talk about dogs and horses gymkhanas and Sunle 
gaieties 

Thursday ^Vi — I think I told yon long ago that be- 
fore coming to Simla I took a hltle country house heri 
in which to spend Saturday and Sunday But I sooi 
came to the conclusion that it was qmte UBolesa to us 
that we felt sofficiently countrified here and that Wi 
certainly were warmer and more comfortable at horn 
than we could possibly bo in a miserable httle woodej 
cottage on a distant peak- — so I shall ne^er agam hire i 
house But a Btouding camp is another Injury tha 
is possible and as after the rains a little change i 
pleasant I thought that I should like to see NaJders 
the place where other Mcetoys have had one before 
uont down to Uio plains This involved sleeping on 
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one night, and I could not induce D to come, but 
Nelly and Eachel and Majoi Coopei and I went on 
this expedition It was made easy for us by Ms Ilbeit, 
who gave us beds m hei ‘ Eetieat.’ She and hei 
husband and httle childien weie alone theie, with a 
most lovely view aiound them, and dehghtful woods foi 
walkmg m We lode out m the afternoon, gettmg theie 
for tea, and we had a nice walk befoie it got daik. 

Fiiday, gth — My mstiuctoi m photogiaphy msisted 
upon my takmg the cameia out with me, so I was 
obhged to get up eailym the moinmg to take a few 
views I felt extiemely neivous over it, as I had nevei 
been left to my own devices before, and I did not 
wish to fail entnely I may tell you now that my effoits 
weie veiy successful 

Aftei bieakfast we started off on oui hoises and lode 
foi about two houis, first through a sweet-smelhng pme 
wood, with glimpses of lovely mountain scenery on either 
side, and then along a very curious open bit of country, 
where limestone rocks jut up through the soil hke 
almonds m a puddmg, and where there are stretches of 
glass hke Enghsh downs Naldeia is m the midst of 
these downs — a hill covered with knots of trees, at the 
foot of which stand out some fine smgle firs and a very 
pretty picturesque httle temple While lunch was pie- 
paimg we sat down to admue this place, so very unhke 
anythmg else to be seen at Simla, and I photographed 
the temple, of which I will send you a coiiy, as I am 
rather proud of my first miaided eflorts in this hue 
We spent a \eiy peaceful two hours there, and then 
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mounted the hill for luncheon and after that meal sat 
and looked at a fine view of the Sutlej winding like 
a green ribbon thmngb the plum below The vallej is 
very unhealthy to hve m but very beautiful to look at 
We could not dawdle much as we had a long nde before 
us and it soon gets dark and cold now though the sun 
shme and the weather m the daytime are perfect at this 
season 

Tea was provided for us at a half way house, and 
there we left our horsee and returned home first m 
nokflhawfl and the last bit of the way m carnages 

I think I must copy you out a paragraph m Lord 
Handolph a letter to H — 

I am greatly interested m following the progress of 
Lady Dufenn a for providing Medical Aid to the 
Women of India. It appears to be having a most re 
markable and encouraging success and will I am sure 
be one of the conspicuous social refanofl of the many 
which will mark your reign 

Tuc$day i^th — I had a meotmg of the Ripon 
Ilospital Committee this mommg and before retinng 
from it myself made some suggestions for altenng 
Its constitution Now that I have my own Fund to 
attend to it is better for me not to be officially connected 
With anything else eicept as patroness. 

In the afternoon I wont over the hospital itself 
The women e ward was full, but there are no narses as 
yet, and all the mvahds oro waited upon by their own 
families 

In the evening IIis Excellency had a big farewell 
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dinner for theCommandei-m-Glnef, whose health he pro- 
posed. We aie all so veiy soriy to lose Sn- Donald 

Wednesday, i^th — ^We wentiathei a long ride to the 
top of Taia Devi, a hill m the neighbouihood , horn it 
theie was a most splendid view of the snows, which are 
now looking quite beautiful The weathei this month 
IS perfection, but we never can foiget the lams 

I shall not wiite to you agam from Simla We leave 
it on Tuesday moimng, and are now ‘ m om boxes ’ 
Oui rooms aie dismantled, and to-day I say good-bye to 
people here On the whole, I like the place veiy much , 
theie IS a monotony about it which makes the time pass 
qmckly, and m fine weather it is veiy beautiful. The 
month of August, howevei, is most unpleasant, and I 
hope that it is not the time that I shall best remember 
when I piepaie to letuin heie 

Every yeai there aie gieat changes in society, and 
next year we shall greatly miss both the Stewarts and 
the Archdeacon and his wife 

The new house is begun , it is on a beautiful site, and 
m two years time we hope to be more smtably lodged 
than we aie at present 
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CHAPTEB T 

AUTtnCS TOUB, 1885 NAHUN DELHI EUPUTANA, OHSTEAIi 
lEDIA, AOEA, AND LUaENOW 

CkmmB 20 TO Dnmaxs 16, 1885 

Txiuday Octoh<T 20th — We breatfaeted at eight 
0 clock. At a quarter past the Viceroy ngned the de 
claration of war with Bonnah and at half past we were 
Baying good bye to the Somitte who had come to see 
oa off the bond was playing the Goorkha Guard was 
saluting and t was trying to amHe amiably while I was 
rofllly wondering how the horses would stand the thirty 
one guns They stood them admirably and we wore 
soon on our way down the tonga road 

Our dnvo lasted till i 30 when we reached Pagshni, 
and were entertained at a very nice luncheon by the 
officers of the Highland Light Infantry I need ucarcoly 
tell yon that onr party is largo for we are always in 
charge of commissioners district officers and police 
officers, nliDo the Foreign Secretary goes with us every- 
where 

At Dagshai wo leave behind us posts and telegrams 
and start on our march so wo monnt oar horses after 
lunch and ndo nine mOcs to our camp The Hajah of 
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Nabun, whose guests we aie, met us half-way and con- 
ducted us heie The loads haTe all been putm beautiful 
01 del, so that the most neivous of us need not feai, and 
the iide was extiemely pleasant We leached the camp 
m tune foi five o’clock tea, which we found leady foi us , 
mdeed, the whole camp is fitted with eveiy luxuiy , bottles 
of lavendei-watei, mk, papei, pms, sciasois, eveiy httle 
thmg we can possibly want has been thought of, and m 
D ’s tent and oui dming-ioom aie beautiful fiieplaces 
and files m them ' My tent is most spacious, and I am 
writmg now hefoie dmnei, while the natives outside aie 
chatteimg with all then might I am expectmg eveiy 
moment to heai a stentoiian voice calhngthem to oidei 

The maids lode up, and aie delighted so fai His 
Excellency has been a httle cold, but is warming, and 
we all feel veiy well, though we aie ordeied to hegm 
each day with a dose of qmmne, which I have undei taken 
to make all my family swallow legulaily. 

The Bajah speaks Enghsh, and seems very mce His 
servants aie all m bran-new led and gold hveiies, and 
he has some veiy fine iiohce and soldiers guaidmg us. 

We certainly aie not veiy lucky m oui weather It 
came on to blow m the evemng, and aU mght om tents 
were flappmg about , energetic cold blasts made their 
way through every cievice, and we had to loU up our 
heads m flannel, while om pdlows were knocked about 
by the shakmg canvas walls agamst which they leant 

Wednesday, 21st — I was quite glad to find that all 
were weU this moinmg m spite of the cold As soon as 
I had got mto a warm dress, jacket, and a fm cape, and 
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had olimbed two or three high hillg m the neighbourhood 
I got warm and was ready for breahfesL 

We all spent a very quiet morning, but got mto our 
habits before lunch and rode off directly after The 
march was thirteen miles along a very good road, and 
we got to our new camp in time for tea. After dinner a 
fine leopard was brought m which had been shot in the 
neighbourhood. 

Thaitday 22nd — The morning ae before, spent in 
reading and writing, and then a long nde of abont fifteen 
milcfl through loYBly hills and fine woods to a new 
camp This one is very picturesque, the tents being all 
on different leTals, and the highest platform, on which our 
dmmg room IB pitched being shaded by two enormous 
trees and haTmg a curious little temple upon it The 
plams look quite near now and have a very sandy and 
dusty appearance The weather is beaubfol and we are 
gradually descending into wurmtb 

Fndai/ 23rd , — D went out shooting before break 
fast and I took some photographs of our camp Letters 
and telegrams unexpectedly follow ns everywhere and 
With Bormab on hand D always has some busmeas 
to do 

Wo again set off after lunch but as I found the 
marches rather long I began my journey in a jTiampan 
and only got on my horse six miles from Nnbnn 

The last four D rodo with our host the Rajah and 
bis sons and sirdars mot us near the town hahun 
looked very white in the distance and more like a camp 
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than a town, on the top of a small hill coveied with wood 
"When we leached the place we fonnd a guaid of honoui 
of elephants with then howdahs on, and fcheie weiesome 
baby ones standmg undei then motheis , people threw 
floweis at ns, and soldieis hned the way up to the 
Rajah’s palace, wheie we stay. It is a leaUy good house, 
with a cential loom used as a durbai haU, and comfoit- 
able apaitments aU lound The views of hills and plams 
horn the house aie lovely As we lode along yesteiday 
the plams looked exactly like a sea when the tide is out, 
the coast hue distmctly maiked, gieen and locky, and 
giaduaUy iismg highei and highei , the ‘ sea ’ pait com- 
pletely flat and sandy, with streaks of watei showmg heie 
and there. 

The Rajah speaks Enghsh well, and looks aftei aU 
his affans himself He has his own foundry, makes all 
his bridges and loads himself, uses no forced labour, has 
only one wife, and is altogethei enhghtened He will 
not, however, ask me to see that one wife, which is dis- 
appomtmg I had his secietary sounded on the subject, 
but he said that some lady had asked befoie, and had 
been told that ‘ it was not the custom of the Rajpoots.’ 

The Enghsh mail came m 

Saturday, 24th — I read m the ordeis for the day, ‘ At 
seven am the Rajah will send four of his sirdars to 
enqune after the health of His Excellency. An aide-de- 
camp will leceive them ’ Of course they came and 
received a good report. 

At eleven the Rajah himself came and ‘ was received 
m durbai , ’ offeied his seventy-two mohurs, and went 
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thiongh all the Hgual ceremonies. The Viceroy retnrried 
hifl vmt in the afternoon and we met him later at the 
palaoe door where the Rajah had arranged aD Boris of 
sports for ns to see The hamwh square where 
they were held, is for the bills quite a large piece of 
level ground on aU aidee it was bounded by crowds 
of human beings, wh3e the Nahun army cavalry and 
infantry occupied the centre Military manceuvrea 
filled the first part of the programme, and we saw 
some oxeroisea which are now qmte out of date else- 
where Elephant fighting ^va8 the next sight There 
seemed to be nothing very vicious about it and the 
combatants received no greater hurt than a twmge of 
task ache They walked up to each other a men on 
the nock of each emd looking their tasks together they 
pushed and pushed till the losing one seemed about to 
fell over "When they were hurt a little they cned out 
and did not seem to like it at all The tent pegging and 
lemon-cuttmg on horseback, which wo saw next were 
not very good, and then came a troop of athletes wear 
mg a mere vestige of clothing, who tied themselvca m 
knots and twisted themselves about m all sorts of onnous 
ways. One rather novel way of performing the wheel 
wo saw Two men clasped each other so os to have 
thoir heads in opposite directions and when they went 
Ijcad over heels they hghted first on ono man s le^ 
and then on the other a. A canons band of wild look 
mg hlUmon came next some playmg musical mstm 
menu the others with bows and arrows and hatebots m 
their hands dancing about and sbootmg at each other s 
legs 
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Amon^si the musical instiumeiils nicie some beauti- 
ful biass tiumpcts, quite fnc feet long. AYe aie trymg 
to get some of them foi Clandeboyc 

^Yben these iicifoimaiiccs v,eic oiei, we saw" the 
Eaiah s big elophniit, which is said to be the laigcst m 
India We had tea m the palace and waited theie 
till it got a little daik, and until all the illuminations 
111 the town weie leady As we looked out fiom the 
ivmdows the Mew was loiel^ An amphitheatie of 
hills on one side, the mjstciious-looking plains m the 
hazv golden light of the sunset on the othei, the white 
flat-ioofed town helow, with hues of light giaduaUy 
appealing e^elywheLe to maik its outline, all the in- 
habitants busily at woik with then decoiations, and 
then, passmg thiough the naiiow stieets, an elephant 
with a silvei howdah, m which sat — oui maids ' 

We soon descended ouisehes, and m piocession lode 
through the bazaais, eveiy house being hghted up with 
mnumeiable httle oil lamps, till we came to a great tank, 
where we dismounted and sat on chans to see fireworks 

They were all made at Nahun, and some of them 
were very good and cmious All sorts of spit-fiie 
devices, wheels and imgs, and hons and tigers, and 
fortifications which suddenly grew before our eyes m 
hues of light and sent ofi a regular cannonade from 
then walls Then reflections m the water doubled then 
beauty But the full moon rose, and om sight-seemg 
came to an end. We went home, enter tamed the five 
European mhabitants of the place at dinner, and then 
on a platform in the open an we saw a nautch Flam 
women, with harsh voices, sang loudly, while they 
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gently moved backwards and forwards on the space 
allotted to them they chewed pan at intervals and 
made faces and no one coold tell what they were sing 
mg about and bo when we had had enough we said bo 
and the entertainment ended 

Sttiuiay 2^ih — We had a quiet morning but had to 
start off agam m the afternoon Hub time we drove 
most of the way and so arrived at our new camp at 
liXajra with very little fatigue- The road lay through 
the real jnn^e with long grass and bnsbes between us 
and the hills where you might imagine any number of 
tigers to be crouching The camp is such a pretty one 
D and I are in a cottage and down a stretch of grass on 
either side is s long street of tents A very big tree 
grows m the middle of this street, and looks very shady 
and pictoxeaque Lord WiHiam amved here for dinner 
which wofl an unexpected pleasure he is so cheery and 
looks ten years younger than when he went to England 

Mondag 26th — We have had a long day out in the 
jungle, but I can only tell jt)U about our preparafaons 
for tiger Bhootmg for alas 1 we saw no tiger after all 
and so I have no great event to chromcle- Directly 
attcr breakfast we dispersed ourselves over the backs of 
thirteen elopbants and set off m a long procession 
through the tall grass of the jungle, up and down 
banks and through woods, not without occasional small 
olarras on my part lest wo should slip off behind or 
before when the monster animal performed gymnastic 
feats or lest wc should be swept off his back by some 
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great biancli of a tiec. We ai lived safely at oui des- 
tination and, descending fiom oui elephants, proceeded 
to place 0111 selves at oui posts When D ’s and mine 
were pomted out to us, we looked up in the an and 
saw two bedsteads tied veiy high up in a tiee, on which 
we weie to sit in safety With gieat difficulty I climbed 
mto mme, and then His Excellency got mto his, and two 
jemadais and two policemen peiched on various blanches 
of the same tiee, and the guls had a bed m another 
tree, and some of the prudent people chmbed more trees, 
while otheis lemamed on the ground Then a solemn 
silence fell on all the human beings in the jungle, the 
only noises to be heard being the occasional passage of a 
vulture, or the jumpmg of a monkey m oui neighboui- 
hood So we sat for nearly two houis, until at last m 
the distance came the famt sound of the beaters ap- 
proachmg, which sounds grew and grew until their shouts 
and bugles and diums weie quite close to us, and I 
looked anxiously all round oui tree to see if anythmg was 
approachmg No — not one deei oi bud, and much less a 
tiger ! 

It was all over, and we descended from our tiee , and 
folding that it was three o’clock, we naturally became 
extremely hungry and thought only of lunch This we 
had on the ground m tiue picnic fashion, and then we 
mounted our elephants again, still hopmg to make some- 
thmg of a bag as we maiched thiough the grass A 
few peacocks rose, but fai fiom us, and no one got any- 
thmg. It was all so new to us that we enjoyed it 
much, and we are the only members of oui party who 
are not giumbhng at the mismanagement of the beat. 
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or the folly of the tiger m keeping away from ns. It 
•vras qnite dark 'when we got home ha'ving been out 
abont eight hours* 

Tuuday 27th — The Hajali said good bye to us at 
ten 0 clock and we got into our tongas and left his 
dominions He la a very nice man and has entertained 
UB nght royaDy We had a drive of thirtv mflee to 
do and the road was somewhat rough and dnety but 
the country, as we left the hiHfl and came to grassy 
plains big trees and nmnmg nvers delighted us — it 
looked so rich and was ench a complete change from 
Simla 

It really is much nicer to look up at moderate-sued 
billH and to be able to move about on a level world than 
to be perched on a high peak and to look doicn npon 
range after range of gigantic tnountams A nver too is 
B Tofreshing sight a'nd the Jumna is a •vecry rapid one 
Wo crossed it on a pontoon bndge which had been built 
expressly for the Mceroy '\\e lunched halfway and 
then drove on to Pehra Pun the country getting 
prettier at every step It is s sort of tabloland between 
the two last ranges of the Hiroahiyas and its climate is 
quite pleasant to hve m oil tho yaui ronnd In sight of 
it is 'Nlnssoone another hill station which appears to be 
at ft much more reasonable distance from the world m 
goDcral than Simla la. 

Out hortoB and tho body guard spend tho summer 
at Prhra Pun so m spite of the long drive wo had 
just Irnd wo started off dircctlj wo arrived to see the 
tables and the barracks Wo arc staying m tho very 
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pietty bungalow of the officer m chaige of the body- 
guaid, Captain Onslow 

Wednesday, 2Sth — ^We left Dehia at nine m the 
moining, having a diive of foity-five miles befoie us A 
little way horn the village we stopped to see a tea-gaiden 
It belongs to Sn H Macpheison, and is on a small 
scale, the makmg all bemg done by hand, and not by 
machmeiy as it is m laigei establishments Fust we 
saw the ciop giowmg — low, thick, compact, glossy-leaved 
bushes , then we saw the young shoots which had been 
picked, diied m the sun, and nibbed, and heated, and 
made up m then damp state mto dnty-lookmg balls 
which aie allowed to feiment, and then moie diymg and 
Biftmg is gone thiough, and the tea is leady foi use 
Gieen tea is not feimented at all, which is the only 
diffeience between it and black The most dehcate tea 
IS made horn the buddmg leaf, the second best horn the 
leaf just unfolded, and so on tiU it is too coaise to be used 

We got thiough oui long diive veiy well, andieached 
Saharanpoie soon aftei tea A change of chess was le- 
fieshmg, and then lunch, aftei waids D went ovei the 
remount stables, and I went onto the Botanical Gaidens, 
wheie he jomed me We had tea theie, and examined 
vaiious tiees and cieepeis, &c I mention the cieepeis 
paiticulaily foi they aie such oveipowei mg plants They 
wiap themselves lound a big tree and smothei and con- 
ceal it altogethei, so that one has to look high up m 
the an to tij- and find what the oiigmal plant was 

I am vTitmg this onmyietuin from this expedition , 
and as I must begm a new lettei at Delhi, I will tell 
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yon what we are going to do till we get there We ar 
spending this afternoon m the Commiflsioner s (Mr 
Harrington s) house Wo aaked him not to have anyont 
to meet us eo we dme and Inneh with him and his wif< 
and go off to our own tram m the evening We are t- 
remain quiet till four m the morning when the trau 
Will begin to move, and we shall find ourselves at Hell 
pretty early there to b^m a new senes of expenenoes 

I ought to Bay that the Harringtons have a very me 
house m a nharming difltnct broad level roads fine treei 
running water all that we most admire, fresh from th 
IiOIh as we are 

Thurtdap —Even to thini of wntmg abot 
Delhi alarms me and I fear I shall find it very di^oo] 
to give you much idea of the sights 1 must bo coz 
tent with attempbng to record my own impressionj 
and I will not be historical, nor enter into too man 
particulars in guido-booh fashion We got here early i 
the morning, were met by aD the celebntiee of the plac 
at the station and were conveyed in carnages drawn b 
arhllory horses to the Commissioner b house, * Ludlo 
Castle If you read up the Mutiny you will see thi 
OTon our present home is histoncally intereetiug 

It is a good comfortable Indian house with large oi 
rather dark rooms and a pork round it where are stcu 
bnekwork models of the places where battenca stood ar 
did important work m that terrible year 1857 T1 
weather is lovely and we breakfasted under a Shammn 
and then the Mceroy saw native gentlemen and wo wc 
loft free till luncheon 
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In the afternoon we began onr real sight-seeing, going 
fst of aU to the Fort. Its walls and gates aie led sand- 
one , they are veiy high, with a soit of ornamental 
ittlement along the top of the wall, and the gateways 
:e yeiy massive, and almost like castles, with toweis 
id domes , a deep moat runs lound the walls , the 
ites themselves are hi ass, and are covered with laige 
likes to pi event elephants horn batteimg them in The 
iivate Hall of Audience, with its adjacent baths, is 
ithm the Foit, and is the most lovely thmg m the way 
; decoration that you can see. It is aU white maible * 
le heavy roof is supported by flat columns, which are com- 
.etely covered with caivmg and gold enamel , this gold 
mamentation gives a cieamy look to the white maible, 
hich IS beautiful It is qmte open on three sides, the 
ace where the celebrated Peacock Throne stood bemg 
1 the fomth. The baths, which aie m separate build- 
Lgs on either side, are m qmte a different style and aie 
luaUy lovely The walls, ceihngs, and floors, are aU 
losaic a white maible ground, with coloured flowers, and 
eautiful geometrical patterns laid m cornehan and other 
;ones — sadly destroyed in some places by the deseciat- 
ig hands of people who hke to carry away rehcs, but m 
rme rooms stfll perfect 

The Motee, or Pearl Mosque, is close by, and is a 
ttle gem m pure white marble 

The Pubhc Hall of Audience is a larger buildmg on 
lie same ^rrmciple — a back wall, and an arched roof 
upported by piUars , it is all red sandstone, and httle 
f the ancient decoration is left There is only the Great 
[oguTs Seat of Justice, which he entered horn the back. 
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and which is white marble with a mosaic pattern on it 
and on the wall behmd it birds and frmts done in brilliant 
colours also m mosaic. This lovely place is now need as 
a canteen and next to these wonderfnl worhs of ancient 
days IB pasted up a picture advertisement 1 D went on 
to Timt the Soldiers Hospital and afterwords jomed 
me m the offioers mess-rooms where we had tea e 
knew the Colonel m Canada, when he was AJ) C to 
his father Sir 0 Grady Haly 

"We eiommed one of the great gates next and then 
went on to the Jtmima IlTo^kL It is a magnificent 
mosque size and dignity calm and repose being its 
charactensticB A broad flight of steps leads up to it 
the length of the lowest one bemg 149 feet It is built 
m a great square with four towers at the angles and 
with open arched coloimades between the towers and 
the three gateways. Paasmg through the principal one 
you find yourself in a jiavcd court facing the inner 
mosque which stands out grandly against the sky, at 
the prayer hour you hear the call to the people to 
come up you see the picturesque crowd troop in perform 
tbeir ablutions in the central fountam and kneel rover 
cntly in a long close lino before tbe steps of the mosque 
whDe the monotonous voice of the pnest ifl heard recitmg 
the prayer Then you watch the vonous movementfl the 
worshippers make and tho attitudes of lowly supphen 
tion nhicli they assume I always do thmk that a 
number of Mahometans saying their prayers togetber is 
the mo^l dcTolional sight one can irnagino I don tknow 
onv scmcc tliat can comporo with it os on expression of 
riligiouB fervour 
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Wrapping oui selves in cloaks, foi it becomes cold 
diiectly the sun goes dovm, iie vent home and had a 
veij little lost hefoie dmnei, aftei which we set off foi 
the Municipal Hall to leceive an addiess We aie 
neaily two miles fiom the town, and the whole distance 
and the vhole place was lUummated m that peciiliaily 
Indian way which is so effectn e. On eithei side of the 
road eveiy wall, and pillai, and stancase, the fine old 
gates, the modem houses, and the newly put up aiches 
weie aU outlined with file, while colouied lamps hung 
from the tiees, and wickeiwoik fiames of difieient shapes 
weie covered with tmy oil lamps Can you imagine a 
whole city tiaced out in lines of light It was beautiful 
At the Mumcipal Hall an addiess m a lovely box was 
presented and lephed to , we spoke to many people, and 
I put m a woid foi my Scheme to some gentlemen of 
the mumcipahty , then we went out on a balcony and 
looked at fiiewoiks, and then home to bed 


Friday, ^oth — We found that the Fiench Governor 
of Pondicheriy was staymg here, so he and his wife and 
two ‘smte’ came tobieakfast He was veiy mteiest- 
mg and amusmg, teUmg us of his pohtical difl&culties, 
and how Eepubhean Fiance has given umversal sufffage 
to the natives m Pondicheiiy to elect one Fiench Deputy, 
who consequently rbemg the voice of the whole people) 
IS able to defy the meie majority m the Pondicheiiy 
Parhament of thnty membeis, who lepresent three classes 
of persons hvmg m Pondicherry — namely, Frenchmen, 
native French citizens, and pme natives, who of course 
never all agree about anythmg We sat and talked for 
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a long time and I then went to open a new Hospital for 
Women which is m mimnonary hands it is doing good 
work here On mj way home I looked in at the Queen s 
Gardens where there la a mtfiagene. It contains two 
very fierce tigers and some monkeys bears and birds 

In the afternoon we drove off m onr large brake to 
see some tombs. The old fort which we passed on the 
way IS a magnificent nun, and mdeed for the whole five 
miles we went there was a succession of old walls and 
towers and tombs and little mosqnea with remnants of 
their old ornamentation left enough to make one think 
how splendid it mnst all have been in ancient days. 

We first went mto the tomb of Hmuaynn which was 
built for him by his wife It is a large bnfldmg fnll of 
rooms in each of which some marble graves arc to be 
found, and all the windows are perforated stone each 
one a different pattern and carved bo as to admit plenty 
of light The nert place we wont to appealed to my 
feelings more than this rather massive monument it was 
the tomb of Nixam addin a saint of old. Here you 
como mto sohtary courts, with trunks and branches of 
trees protrudmg throagh the walls mto their sacrod pre- 
emets, and all the graves surrounded by carved white 
marble perforated walls and carved white marble doors, 
which ore qmte beautifoL 

In one of these hes a Begum who left orders that 
over this poor child of clay only God s grass should 
grow so BtUToonded by tbeso poetic looking wollfl is her 
tomb with gross growing on it as she wished. Tbeso 
enclosures are mystenous and lovely — the workmanship 
so dehcate, the matcnal so prccions and the general 
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effect BO dieamy and almost unieal, that you feel as if 
you must he peepmg mto another woild. 

Through these courts we passed to the edge of a 
large tank of very nasty-lookmg\Yatei, and here we saw a 
most cmious sight. All round the tank were walls of 
various heights, and mosques, and cupolas, and numbers 
of men and hoys chmbmg to the summit of each, and 
then jumpmg straight mto the water below. Some of 
them dived fifty feet, and we could see then action per- 
fectly. They start with then aims and legs stretched 
out like wmgs, and as they approach the water they 
stiffen themselves and go down feet foremost straight 
as an arrow The sun was settmg as we letiuned, 
and the great mosque I described to you yesterday, with 
its domes and mmaiets, and arched walls and massive 
gateway, looked so grand and calm agamst the golden 
sky It IS a huildmg that grows upon one and impresses 
one more and more each time one sees it In the even- 
mg Has Excellency held a levee 

Satuiday, ^ist — We have had a long day’s sight-see- 
mg, havmg diiven out to the Kutub m the moinmg and 
only returned m the evenmg I think it is one of the 
wonderful buildmgs of the world — a fragment only of 
what it was mtended to he, but a fragment of gigantic 
size and great beauty > The prettiest story as to its 
oiigmal use is that it was built by the kmg to enable 
his daughter to see the river Jumna from its sumnut ; 
it IS one great mmaret or tower of enormous height and 
beautiful proportions. It is built of a sort of red and 
yellow sandstone, with deeply cut caivmgs lormd the 
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base and the top of each storey The Io\rer and most 
maamve part is m alternate round and angnlar bloots 
m the second storey the forms are all round and the 
top storey is in angular pieces There are 375 steps up 
to the top and therefore \rhat ^ found more fotiguing, 
375 doTvn again- The haUding looks perfectly fresh 
the colour of it la beautifal and there la not a stain or 
a chip or a mark 0/ age anywhere — yet it is more than 
800 years old A second minaret of equal sixe had been 
begun and I suppose there would have been mterme- 
diate buildinga mosque faahion bnt the Kutub itself 
now stands in its own solitary magnificence the nuns 
around it belonging to a different epoch- They are very 
lovely too some orchee of beautifal ah apes carved pillars, 
Ac one would like to spend several days pottering about 
amongst them In the centre of one court is an iron 
pillar which rests on the beak of the dragon which 
supports the world and by clasping yoor anna back 
wards round this pfllar yon can obtain a wish- 

We had lunch m a tomb and then went to see 
another of those mrstanons ahnnos with pmAn courts 
and perforated marble walls, and big trees, and m one 
place a moss of lovely tiles and on to another tank 
where men jumped a hundred feet into the water below 
A most curious sight it is 1 We timed them and from 
the tune they sprang thty wore about two seconds m the 
air before the splash came Ono is quite relieved when 
each ono reappears 

On our rctom journey wo had tea at another tomb 
and m the evening the principal officials hero dined 
With us. Mr J^c^ahb the Commissioner in whose house 
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we are, fell ill (lie day aftci oni aiii\al Delhi seems to 
be veiy unhealthy, and people arc continually Icnocked 
up with attacks of fevei. We aie allowed to dunk no 
v,atei, and have to take quinine cveiy da}'. 

Sunday, Xoicmbei is/ — Wo went to chuich in the 
morning, and m the afternoon we diove over the Mutiny 
ground, seemg the iidge, the gates, and ^allOUs batteiies 
The battoied walls and gates, and the scais left by the 
hurtlmg stoim of non shot, lemain as they weie vhen 
our tioops maiched m — a standing memoiial of all oui 
people did and sufleied that dieadful yeai Colonel 
Ewait, who went tbiough the siege, was vith us 

Monday, 2nd — D. laid the foundation-stone of the 
new General Hospital heie, which is to be called aftei 
him. A female wmg is to be added to the original 
design 

We leave Delhi to-mght, and mean to drive and iide 
about a httle this afternoon, but, as we are not likely 
to see 01 do anythmg very interesting, I will send this 
off now 

The sun is extremely powerful m the day, but the 
weather is not too hot It is generally about 75° in my 
Bittmg-ioom 


Tuesday, $rd — I write to you from a native palace, 
wheie eveiythmgis very pretty and curious — that of the 
Maharajah of Ulwai 

We left DeUn at mght, havmg spent the last hour 

YOIi I * p 
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there in •witnesemg the performance of anatiTe conjuror 
The tnck that amuBed ua most -was the follomng He 
ashed for Bome brandy, and when the bottle was brought 
he emptied it mto a yrasel of his own he also filled a 
cmRll glass with it and into that he put a few grams of 
diSerent coloured powders and drank it off! A httle 
while later he spat out the powders dry and the large 
quantity of brandy was taken behind the scenes and 
earned off It was a most transpareint denoe for obtain 
mg liquor He had some horrible snakes, and it was 
rather cunous to see a mongoose kill one the activity 
of the httle nTumal and the way m which it sensed the 
snake by the bead, and turned and rolled itself over 
and wnggled out of the coils in which the snale tned 
to envelope it with its tail were extrsordmeuy 

At eleven o clock we went to the railway station and 
as the narrow gauge is used m Bajpoolana we did not 
have our own carnages and are now travelling in very 
comfortable but much smaller ones In the morning 
we stopped at eight o clock to dress and amved here at 
mne TheMahanyah, with a carnage and four cavalry 
mlantry, any number of bonds Ac. met us and drove us 
to the palace. The groande are beautifully kept and 
tbo house is thoroughly Indian The entrance-hall is a 
sitting room open on one side with piUarB supjwrting 
the roof and t)ie long narrow dining room on the other 
is raised a few feet higher and is divided off by a low 
marble balustrade There oro gorgeous ebandohers, and 
vonous works of art in tbo way of pictures hung high 
up on the cormcc In front of the palace is a piece of 
water and there arc hills and woods round it 
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My apaitments aie upstaus, oi lathei up a lull, foi 
theie aie no staus, only a sloping eoiiidoi, up which 
the Eajah can iide to his loom. I have a long naiiow 
diawing-ioom, with piUais and aiches opening on to a 
passage and into an uncoveied couit, wheie one can 
sit most comfoitahly The diawmg-ioom combmes aU 
the colours of the lamhow m its decoiation orange 
cm tarns with blue hmges in the aiches, led cm tarns m 
the wmdows, and yeUow, blue, salmon, and green, &c , 
&c , m masses on the walls, blue glass chandeheis and 
colouied candle-shades and glass balls m the coineis of 
the loom it all looks Eastern and unconventional, 
and I am glad it is not fmmshed m sage gieens and 
faded blues hke an Enghsh vdla 

The Mahaiajah is a young man, is one of my chief 
‘medical ’ supporteis, speaks Enghsh weU, wears native 
diess, and is a veiy pleasant host Colonel Peacock is 
the Resident , he has a mce wife and two daughteis Sir 
Edwaid Biadfoid, who holds a stdl highei post m Eajpoo- 
tana, is also heie 

The afternoon was spent m seemg the Maharajah’s 
horses He bieeds them all himself, and has about 3,000 
on hiB estate and about 500 heie The best ones weie all 
maiched past the dooi , some of them do tucks — jump- 
mg, walkmg on then hmd legs, &c Then we diove to a 
new feineiy, saw some teriibly fieice tigeis m cages, and 
on to the stables and yaids/idZ of loose hoises A hmdle 
was put up m a gateway, and tioops of hoises jumped 
ovei it to then food on the othei side It was a veiy 
pretty sight 

The eveumg was moie Aiabian Nights like than evei 
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We dined at the city palaoe which haa a fort-like 
entrance high walla gatewaya and enclosed courts 
The trees all the way along were hnng with coloured 
lantema and when we reached the town the shops were 
similarly decorated lame-lights were humt on the 
arches, and as a background to the view there shone 
with mynads of lights a great peaked hiU with a fort 
on its summit booming forth the ^ceroy's salute In 
the court where we alighted we found a guard of honour 
and the Maharajah s elephant carnage for us to see 
Imngme a beaubfol gondola like carnage two storeys 
high drawn by four elephants all covered m gorgeous gold 
embroidered cloths On certain occasionfl the Maharajah 
dnvea through the town in this and sometimes he ndes 
one of the trained horses and goes down his streets per 
forming a pc$-de hasqut step on horseback, to the great 
admiration of all his subjects This is a digression 
however and I must go on with our own eipenences 
Having passed through a passa^ we found oorsclves m 
another court and another scone of beauty The white 
walls of the jialace enclosed this court the further end 
of winch was raised and had marble steps up to it and 
bosks brcabng the outline In the lower part of the 
court were the Maharajah e troops thoir red coats against 
the white walls looking splendid They were ranged boos 
to leave a pathway along which we walked All the lines 
of the budding were niummatcd and the whole scene 
was something too bnght and lovely 

As wo mounted the steps wo saw before us a suite of 
rooms open to the court ghttenng with gold and hght 
One of these was the durbar hall, and His EicoUoncy 
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went and took Ins scat on the tin one theie, while w'e 
weie admitted to a 100m at the hack of the chans of 
state, laised above them, but with open aiclies into the 
gieat hall. It was a most ciiiious place, the whole deco- 
lation hemg painted and enamelled glass, veiy goigeoiis 
and rathei pietty. 

The climav of om admiiation was, how'evei, only 
leached when we looked out of the windows of this loom 
on to the most lovely hit of illumination I have evei 
seen Immediately helow' us was a gieat tank with 
maihle walls and with kiosks jutting out into the watei 
on eveiy side, and the whole way 1 oimd this was a pah- 
sade of hght • The effect was pioduced by a diamond- 
shaped lattice-woik palmg, m which at eveiy diamond 
pomt a httle oil lamp burned This wall of soft-colouied 
hght reflected m the watei was too beautiful, and 
straight up behmd it lose the lUuminated hiU 

Tiom poetiy to piose, and from the delight of the eye 
to an oidmary dinnei ' The Maharajah took me m and 
sat foi a httle while just behind me , he then went away 
foi his own dinnei, and only came back m time to propose 
the Queen’s health 

The guls and I after wards visited the zenana, and 
then proceeded to the top of the house to see the fire- 
works The hghts were out on the hill now, but the Fort 
was burnmg hme-hghts, and the fireworks went off close 
to the tanks and were very successful 

Wednesday, — We have had such along day — and 
the worst part of a jomnal is that, when there is much 
to say, there is no time to write, and I have to send you 
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ench hasty and imperfect ftccoimta of everytlung This 
■VTas to be a tiger flhootmg day but again 'we drew an 
absolute blank However, we were ready to start early, 
and we drove eight nulefl to the Sihsahr late — an artificial 
one — which supphea tnwar with water It la about four 

miles long a most calm and peaceful sheet of water 
nearly surrounded by hills and with a picturesque httle 
castle on its banks where we breakfasted Then we 
started off on elephants — such a number of them, hacks 
and shikan (banting) elephants — a great procession 
We rode to cover on pads (a sort of flat bedstead on 
which you mt as in an Irish car) and when we got to 
the beat we mounted other animals and got into 
howdalis Thus we marobed slowly through the jungle 
abreast, at first with some excitement, tuomenianly 
Qzpectmg to hear the tigers roar but os our hopes 
decreased we simply looked about at the tall grass 
which almost hid some of the elephants, and at the httle 
woody places where perhaps the animal might bo hiding 
anbj finally we gave it up And then we found that it 
was four o clock and that we had had no lunch and that 
moreover the lunch was missing ! Bo we turned back 
and m about holf-an hour w© met the commissariat 
elopliant It was too late to sit down properly unpack 
the boxes Ac so a very funny scene was enacted Wo 
all Bittmg on our olophants collected round the food, and 
about six men dived into the boxes and got out what 
they could bits of turkov were handed m the fingers 
from howdali to howdab, a pie shpjwd down between 
two elephants and was rescued with dlfBcolty soda water 
bottles fell to the ground and wore pohtoly handed np 
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by an elephant’s tiunk, loaves weie sent as ‘catches,’ 
people drank out of bottles, and flnng then manneis 
to the vrmds, and eveiybody kept luicbmg and beavmg 
about (foi an elephant never stands still for an mstant), 
and ve aU felt as if vre -were m a lolhng sea It was 
very amusing We proceeded on our way home, and 
when it was qiute dark we reached the lake and found 
a steam-launch waiting to take us up it. I was un- 
willmg to leave the elephant, m whom I had acquued 
confidence, for a steam-launch, about which I felt doubtful, 
but the Viceroy commanded and I obeyed I objected 
stfil more when I found a captam who is the head of 
some industrial school, who talked of his ship as 
‘it,’ who asked the stoker to ‘please to put on some 
more coal,’ and whose language was entnely unnautical. 
While oppressed with these fears, I suddenly got a 
tremendous blow on the back, found myself and D 
knocked forward, a great flap and a flounce, and a 
gigantic fish jumpmg about at our feet ' We seized tJie 
first thmg which came handy, and that happened to be 
a bran-new Newmarket coat which Lord Wilham had 
just brought from England, and which he had lent to 
Helen, and m this aristocratic garment the fish was 
smothered We went out for a tiger, but we only 
brought home a fish ' The owner of the coat strongly 
objects to the smeU left m it We drove home, did not 
have dinner tiU rune o’clock, and were very tired, for the 
srm had been very powerful all day After it we looked 
at some fine swords, and daggers, and arms, and jewels 
and at some most valuable and beautiful illummated 
books belongmg to the Maharajah, one of them is worth 
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I loo^ The Maharajah ifl so cheery and nice we like 
hrm immensely and he has a little Prune Mhuster, with 
a hnght and pleamng erpression who trots about and 
appears at every turn like a beneficent fairy 


Thursday 5 tA — A jaunt in the tram which I rather 
liked — a novel and a lasy attitude were refreshmc after 
our long day out in the air yesterday "We got to Ajmere 
at BIX m the evening and the reception was very gay 
There were crowds and crowds of people, and some smart 
dreaaee, and some lovely arches and new devices for 
fllTumnaticm and titie place itself is very pretty with 
peaked hills, and a lake with old buildisgs on its banks 
The address was read and answered as we left our 
carnage, and we drove up to Sir Edward Bradford s 
house where we are staying Lady Bradford has whoop- 
ing cough and is for from well so I have Boarcely seen 
her yet Their house almost hangs over the lake and 
has a lovely view from iL The girls are m touts on the 
roof and I fear our hosts are also turned out of doors 
to make room for us 

Fnday 6ih — I have just been watching D receive 
the Rajah of Kishengur Amongst Ins suite was a man 
m a most cunous costume He wore a simple mushn 
dress with green nbbon braces across his body and on 
hiB arms gtdd armour covering tho hand and roaching 
above the elbow a small cloeo sort of cap nchly decorated 
on his head with a bttio plume m it and in his hand 
ho corned a shield Two other Rajahs paid visits 
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Some of them woie lathei shoit tunics and gold 
belts, and many of then foUoweis earned handsome 
shields. 

In the afternoon we dioveto see a veiy cmious imn 
which was oiigmaUy a Jam temple, behmd whose fine 
aiched entiance a mosque has been built It consists 
of rows and rows of beautifully caived pillais, which, it 
IS said, weie put up m two and a half days, and the 
mosque is theiefoie called ‘Aihai he dm Jompii ’ (the 
two and a haK days’ shed) We then went on to look 
at the Mayo College, a fine handsome maible buildmg, 
to be opened to-moiiow. Peihaps you don’t know what 
the Mayo College is. It is a Eajpootana Eton The idea 

was suggested by Loid Mayo, the Eajpootana pimces 
and nobles subscribed largely to endow it, and it has 
been veiy successful so far Each pimce has a house of 
his own m the grounds, which holds eight students , these 
he sends from his own State They must aH be of good 
family — men whom the Eajah uses to receive m duibai. 
It 18 such a pretty place, the new college being built 
of white marble, a fine statue of Lord Mayo standmg 
before the door , and m the park, which is beautifully 
i£ept, aie all the ‘viUas ’ belongmg to the various States 
Then different styles of aichitectme are Oriental, and, 
surrounded by rough hills as the place is, they look most 
pictuiesque, we stormed Majoi Loch’s, the Provost’s, 
house, and had tea there m his absence After this came 
a review of the Meyvm legunent The men were once 
vild and lawless, but are now diiUed into excellent and 
fine-looking soldiers 

There was a big dinner, a leiee, and a reception m the 



218 OUB VICEBEGAL LIFE IN INDIA ch v 


evening, and another wonderfnl eight in the of 
fllumination. 

I told yon that this honae is eitnated on a lake 'which 
iB over three mflftH round, and that there are the remains 
of polacee and colonnades at one end of it "When 'we 
looked out after dinner we saw a Ime of light round the 
whole lake while the bufldingB were shaped out in fire 
It was all so einiple 'with no coloured lamps or devices — 
merely the soft-coloured bnlhant line and yet what a 
work of labour I Each tiny saucer is stuck on to a httle 
mud pie, which has to be made for it the lam p has to 
be filled with oil and lighted and attended to each one 
touches the other and there is no break or gap m 
the line There were later m the evemng same fire 
works m the town It also was Bluminated but 
from the house we could only see the lake and the 
ngrag Ime which marked the road up a steep hill to 
the Fort. 

SatuTxlai/ yth — A very interesting afternoon spent 
m opening the Mayo OoU^c "When we entered the 
great hall we found it filled with people the pupils sat 
m the front rows and were oU dressed in white, 'with 
coloured turbans and some jewels their friends and 
other natives sat bobmd them and then came the 
Europeans of the place. The hall is elaborately doco- 
mted m dehento colours and is difTeront from our 
idea of a schoolroom Major Iioch read on address 
to which D repUed in a very mce speech giving good 
adneo to the scions of ancient houses whom ho saw 
before him and at the end speaking of the Mnliorajah of 
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Ulwai as a good example of the fiist lulmg pimce 
who had been educated at the school, and who is em- 
ploying so much peisonal mdustiy, caie, and mtelh- 
gence m the admmistiation of his State as to give com- 
plete satisfaction to the Supieme Government The 
mention of his name was very enthusiastically leceived. 
When D had pionounced the College to he open a salute 
was hied, and then I took his place and gave away the 
prizes The great winner of the day, who earned off 
three medals and an armful of hooks, was called Zahm 
Smg and is a brother of the Maharajah of Jodhpoie The 
students gave me a hook with views of the College and 
the dweUmg-houses m the grounds When we left the 
hnildmg D. spoke to the hoys, and we went and looked 
at one of their rooms Spartan simphcity prevails as to 
fmmtuie — a bed, a chest, and a table hemg all that is 
allowed , hut the walls were covered with little pictmes 
and httle glass halls arranged by the occupant By this 
time all the houses were lUummated, and very lovely they 
looked, the different styles of then aichitectme marked 
outm hght magical domes and squares, horizontal and 
Xieipendiculai hnes, slunmg out through the darkness 
We had tea with the Lochs, and then dmed and started 
m the tiain for Chittoie. 

7 

Sunday, Stk — We reached this place (Chittoie) m the 
moinmg , hut though it is very mterestmg historically, it 
had not been arranged for us to stop here, so we simply 
sat down to one of the magnificent breakfasts m one of the 
magnificent camps which sprmg up at every turn in this 
wonderful coimtiy, and then got mto carriages to drive 
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seventy miles Of coarse exactly at the right tune for 
Innolieon there was a halt in the jungle and tents were 
to be seen a banquet was found ready — the table vfas 
covered with flags bearing the Viceroy's name, the hflls- 
of fare were hand j®inted with the flags of all nafaons 
pabns and shrubs planted for the occasion made a 
garden at the door and we rested for an hour Of 
courae, also there was tea at five, and at the place where 
this was laid the ceremonies connected with entering 
Udaipur began- The journey had been mostly through 
a flat and ugly country but when at last we came to a 
fortifled gateway and drove into the stronghold, and 
passed the wild men armed with bows and arrows who 
formed a guard of honour it improved immensely 
There ware hills before ua of cunons shapes some rising 
in one straight pyramid from the ground others part of 
a chain of billfl there was a labe to be seen, palms and 
other trees growing After dnving for nearly an hour in 
this sort of scenery we reached the camp three miles 
from the city and D got into one of the Ihyahs 
carnages whDe I followed in another and a message was 
sent on to the iloharana (that is hia correct title) to say 
that the Viceroy was coming He met us a very short 
distance from this and dnnng aJongaido of D got 
out of hia carnage and into the Viceroy’s, and we all 
drove on By this time we had every sort of escort and 
company on our way and there wore knots of people all 
along the road the men shouting some welcome and the 
women m groups shyly holding out htUo brass pots willi 
a Lit of green in them as is their custom on such 
occasions, and singing a httio nasal song in tho most 
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unmusical voices Howevei, there is so much to delight 
the eye, that the eai may -well content itself with bemg 
only amused. 

As we neared the town, the sight became moie and 
moie splendid and mteiestmg. I always feel my pen 
fail utteily when I have to desciibe an Indian ciowd the 
masses of the people, the picturesque appearance of every 
mdividual, the attitudes m which they place themselves, 
the groups m wmdows and doors and amongst the arches 
of quamt temples — the colour mg and the mteiest of it 
aU defy description, and when one passes on from the 
oidmaiy inhabitants to the sirdars and the tioops, one 
finds it impossible to do more than enumerate some of the 
various sights which one would wish to describe mmutely. 
Theie are the sndais on horseback, the horse and the 
man vymg with each othei as to which of them should 
be the moie gorgeously apparelled , there are the fol- 
lowers standmg by with long pahn-bianches or yak-tails 
m hand, there are the men m chain armour, then horses 
with heavy paUsmf the same; there are the wild tioops, 
who hne the way and salute somewhat m feii-de-joie 
fashion one after the other, niegulaily , tbeie are the 
camel batteries — a sort of old blunderbuss fixed on a re- 
volving block on the hump of a camel, there are the 
sentries, who give themselves a word of command and 
‘ present,’ and there is one who, confoundmg the two 
ideas, combmes a wild hurrah and salaam with the 
proper mihtaiy manceuvie Then there aie the Maha- 
1 ana’s horses and elephants coveied horn head to foot 
either with silver chauis, or gold embroideries, or yak- 
' tails, 01 long fringes of silver and gold; there are natne 
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, , , . V i_ _i. manifold mufonns, 

bondfl and great orass trumpets, an ^ 

and a battlemented Trail ooTeored vn^ peop e on one ai e 
of the way, while the great crowd I ^ attempt- 

ing to describe are on the other 

We are staying at the Beaidency, ^ ptraig 

there the guard of honour at the ® compo^ 

of Bhik. They look rather like 

. . k. ta id have not got the 

are not quite so square m bmld, ai ° 


Chinese type of face. 

The Mahorana has only been ^ ^ ^ y^i 

, 1C50 man He never 

and seema a most gentlemanlike n 

expected to be made the mler ^ poor man 

before coming to the throne ao all ^ 

him He has only one wife and wj another 

thou^ hia hand is eagerly sought &reat pnnees 

who have daughters or eisters to mai*^ Uahoranas 
of Udaipur ore of the beat Bajpoot Children 

of the Sun and os a Bajpoot pnn'r^ marry 

a Bajpoot it is difficult to find hus ^ them aU 
and yet they are disgraced if they i ^ 

Banee is now in on interesting com ^ ^ 
bo able to see her, and the question daughter 

IS a burning one m this State ^ shall bo very 
anxious to know which it is and so ^ ^ 


when I tell you the story A long t^“® ^ ® 

Moharuna of Udaipur who had a daughter and 

tlio fame of her beauty spread bo ^ 
houses of Jcyporo and Jodhpore wei° obtain 

her hand They eent their splendid the 

3Iaharana hared to decide between ^ 

would Lave been the inevitable ^ 
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and saw more sndais, and in the afternoon he lode 
about the town, jommg us at teatune. Very few Euro- 
peans get here, as it is seventy miles horn the railway. 
Lord Noithhiook came privately, hut no other Viceroy 
has visited it. 

We have been out on the lake this afternoon, and have 
been qmte earned away by the ideal beauty of this place. 
It is leaUy enchantmg The natural scenery is beautiful 
finely shaped hiUs surrounding a great lake, and then 
white domes and hattlemented walls and gateways, and 
a palace, and mnumeiahle temples on either side rising 
straight from the water, and, in the centre of the lake, 
palace-islands with perforated marble screens and open 
arches, and kiosks and various-shaped pagodas, a taU 
palm or two iismg above aU, and green banana-leaves 
showmg through the arches. AU these bmldings are 
pure white, but on the surroundmg hiUs there are old 
forts and castles of a darker colour I fear it is ahnost 
treason to say that this lake is a beautified Bosphorus * 
But it does leimnd one of it We landed on one of the 
island-palaces, and, gettmg up to the waU, saw just above 
the water a low of elephants’ heads and trunks, these 
stone animals bemg supposed to suppoit the building. 
Steppmg through the first arch, we found ourselves m a 
labyimth of httle gardens, pieces of water, and covered 
pagodas, bits of caiwmg, and rows of piUars, and stau- 
cases up to httle turrets, and horn every side lovely 
views of the hiUs and of the other palaces. There 
IS one room m this island where the Enghsh ladies who 
were here at the time of the Mutmy took refuge, and were 
cared for by the father of one of this Maharana’s sirdars 
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It ifl a round room "with inlaid marble and I do 
hope it 'was not the English ladies 'who put doTm an 
EngUfih carpet and who hung some very common 
Engliflh pictures on its waha but there they are and of 
course the native who shows you over the place thmka 
they are the real treasures. 

We rowed over to another island for tea I am 
obliged to call it an island, hut you must rememher it 
IS all palace, and that not an moh of earth is viflible 
Here there were aome ounous decorations on the walls 
coloured glsBsea laid in — the old bite quite lovely the 
taodeto. reatorations bad This island palace is huht 
With the arched colonnade outside and with square bits 
of water and flower beds and fountains mside and suites 
of rooms one set very European and another rather 
cunous with pamtmgB in the Japanese style on the walla 
The great palace opposite this on the bank* is a very 
massive buildmg Part of it is a huge square place with 
no nndowB to be seen in it that wing is the 'women s 
who cannot enjoy the beauty of the lake on which 
they live but must for ever look on small conrts and 
enclosed gardens 

There is no escape from the mentablo long dmner 
which ends aU our days but when It was over wo 
saw a strange sight The Bhils who ore abongmal 
inhabitants of tins country, and who at tho present 
time or© either wQd and troublesome ncighbonrs or 
good BoldieiB danced for us by torchlight Their per 
formonce u very like the Euttak douco which wo saw at 
Rawnl Pindi, only that instead of swords tho men carry 
sticks There wero about two hundred of them, and 
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they went lound and lound m a cnele m a close mass, 
with a soit of swmgmg hop step, keepmg peifect time 
with each othei and with a tom-tom, which was the only 
music they had They shouted and turned backwards 
and foiwaids as they moved, alternately stiikmg the 
stick of the man befoie and that of the man hehmd 
them this made a noise like castanets The danceis 
weie veiy wild-lookmg, and it was all most cuiious to 
look at, hut the leally mteiestmg dancmg was that of 
the women, foi the Bhil women dance I found I could 
not see them well, so I got mside then cncle, and a 
moie wend scene I nevei witnessed The women aie 
good lookmg, and aie most pictuiesquely diessed, with 
large led veils cover mg then heads and sknts, the latter 
hemg generally dark blue, a veiy short jacket just over 
the bosom, and then a hiatus between it and the petti- 
coat Then aims aie laden with bangles of aU colours, 
and then legs are equally covered with brass ornaments 
They held each other round the shoulders with one arm, 
and moved m hues of twenty, the hues oveilappmg each 
other and forming a cncle They sang a wild dittv as 
they danced, and the step and the song and their move- 
ments went together most beautifully The step was 
hke one ‘ chasse,’ after which they beat tune with then 
feet, and bowed down, the one at the end clappmg 
her hands, and the others makmg a sweeping motion 
with the arm that was disengaged Then dusky faces 
and then red garments, and then wild music and the 
perfect time and grace of then movements, made this 
a most strikmg sight. 
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Tuaday xoih , — The beaHtaes of this place have made 
me energetio eo I got up early and ■went out from seven 
tiH rune to try and taie some photographs Within half 
a mile on the late there are or su^ bite that one 
longs to do, they are all so lovely and one might spend 
months in Udaipur without eihaustmg the camugs and 
the old temples and the endless vanety of olyeotfl which 
excite one e admiration However I conld only do a 
few and I rather devoted myself to the palace— such a 
massive pile nsmg from the water, and so very rmltke 
any other castle 

At twelve o clock we went to see the inside of it and 
a most quaint and odd mtenor it is. There are oourts 
Within its walls, where you see at a glano© the life ol 
the retainers as they sit on the groond ontside or sqnai 
m the open colonnades Hlephante and gnantities ol 
pigeons walk about there, and nothing seems to be 
considered out of place E very thing inside the palace 
IS arranged to fleoure the utmost pnvaoy so all the 
rooms look either into a little court whose walls are 
glass mosaic in lovely patterns (one wall has panels, 
m each of which was a peacock, others have flowers or 
figures) or os on the top of the polace, mto a court 
whore largo trees and fall palms grow with the most 
dchcatcly carved marble pillars and baths and a covered 
passage afl round it Some little rooms are lined 
with tiles and many of them with the glass decora 
tion peculiar to this countiy The passages are so 
narrow we could only pass through them one at a time 
and thero is quite a Jang narrow steep and sLppery 
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staucase to each diffeient loom. The Mahaiana, 
■who IS a slight -wiiy man -with a good expiession and 
Yeiy pleasant manneis, ■went about -with us, and theie 
was a young native who siDoke English, and who, to my 
surpiise, mooted the Female Medical question "with me, 
and said with how much mteiest they all legaided it, 
and what a boon its success would confei upon the 
people Two Enghsh doctois, sisteis, have been heie 
foi yeais, and I had an mteiview "with them yestei- 
day, and to-day I lay the foundation-stone of a new 
hospital the Mahaiana is bmldmg foi them It wdl be 
a veiy pietty one, and he will spaie no expense to make 
it nice Mrs Loneigan, the doctoi, is maiiied to the 
Coromandel -m-Chief heie 

We have had a vaiied afternoon Fust there was 
the Hospital function, which went off weU The Mahai ana 
piesented me with a veiy nice addiess and a home-made 
tiowel, which I shall value much as a gift horn one of 
the ‘ Chddien of the Sun ’ 

We next proceeded to shoot boar, and an amusmg 
sight it was. We weie all either earned by men or 
elephants up a hdl to a kmd of tower, on the top of 
which we found chans, and there we sat facmg a high, 
steep hdl, which rose straight before us The beaters 
came along the side of the hiU and drove the pigs to- 
wards us, whde the gentlemen, who were with us m this 
safe place, shot at the animals It was, however, veiy 
difficult shootmg, for the pigs shpped m and out of 
bushes, and were much the same colom' as the ground 
We saw a great number, and three oi four were got Two 
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hyenas also pnt in an appearance B shot one but he 
was xmlucty m losing his epectaclee on the way and 
he could not see welh 

And now leave the common place world behind you 
and fancy yourself launched on a smooth, mystenous lake 
the stars shining above and a crescent moon lookmg 
down upon you — on either side of the way some old 
fort or temple marked out in fire, and before yon a 
bridge of light This seems to be the gate to &iry land 
for passing through it you come into a golden world 
where the water is sown with stars where brilliant and 
fragfle atructurea nse in shim.ng light on either side and 
from the centre of the lake while their reflections look 
like Bohd palaces of gold. I have tned to describe the 
beauty of this lake to you as seen in the daytnne what 
it IS at night lUrrminated you must really picture to 
yourself None of us have ever seen such a marvellous 
effect Passing through the bndge there is on one side 
a battlemented wall, with a tower gateway and then on 
every side domes, and cupolas and minarets and arcades 
and flights of steps and arched wmdows filled m with a 
latticework of stars — everyidio^cmBy of each particular 
style of architecture traced out in light the solid build 
mg qmte disappearing in the blare and floatmg on tlio 
water m masses here and Uicro just as hlies might grow 
Uttlo flower lamps This was on our way to dionci 
"Wo dined m tho palace m a now and Europeanised 
part of it With a great deal of Bimunghom glosswork 
about it and English formtnro zn each drawing room A 
Parsoecontmetor did us and as there is a decided family 
likeness between the banqncts of all contractors I 
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won’t say much as to tlie way m wlncli we passed the 
next two horns. The Mahaiana came m at the end to 
piopose the Queen’s health 

Aftei this we lesumed the moie poetical pait of the 
enteitamment, and sat on the loof, looking on to the 
lake, wheie by this tune fieiy diagous were staitmg out 
of the watei, and showeis of yellow and green and led 
and blue balls were fallmg fiom the sky, and long golden 
drops and gold dust weie bemg scattered everywhere. 
I cannot use a common-place word to describe this scene, 
for even the fireworks — there, it would come — were re- 
fined ones and smted to the scene. Then chams of 
flowers were hung about om necks, and we were scented 
with rosewater and given parcels of ‘ pan,’ and so rowed 
back agam through the realms of hght 

Wednesday, nth — Left Udaipur and drove seventy 
miles to Chittoie, where we encamped for the night 

D. went off to see the niins of that city, and as he 
says he would have gone a thousand miles to see them, I 
feel that of course I rmssed the one thmgl ought to have 
seen However, I have read the romantic history of the 
city, and I have looked at it m the distance. 

Tlnnsday, 12th — "We were m the tram from nme till 
five, and, aiiivmg at Indore, were met by Sn Lepel 
Griffin, the Maharajah Holkar, his two sons, the Eajah 
of Dhai, whose chams of emeralds were magnificent, 
and several other nobles We drove through immense 
crowds of people and turbans, pieceded by some of 
the 7th Dragoon Guards, to whom I had given their 
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Egyptian medals at Cairo The Maharajah drove 
with the Ticeroj and J with Sir Lepel Sir Eepel s 
honse ifl f^bftrrping and eo prettily arranged and he 
has taken great trouble with the grounds, and has made 
them very pretty too There was some Bhil dancing m 
the garden after dinner 

inday i3tA — Hia Excellency had viaita all the 
morning and returned them all the afternoon He 2iad 
the pleasure of making one man supremely happy and 
five more or leas bo The happy man wse, quite un 
expectedly to himself made a E^ah, which he hod 
not been before and he was delighted and all his fol 
lowers rose to oiprees their joy on this great occasion 
He IS now Bajoh of Bajgbar The others received 
swords medals or robes of honour for vanous 
services, 

I went to see the Maharanee of Holkar a Mahratla 
lady At the end of my vimt I was wreathed m gold 
and silver and flower chains and brocelota, scented and 
given pan and then I asked for her grandchildren to be 
brought to me they aong Sonsent songs very nicely and 
were dear little things 

The Mohorojoh Holkar gave an entertainment for us 
in the evening— flroworks, oloctno light and supper 
which come jubt on hour after dinner The evening was 
very cold and our host in white muslin and a hght 
bumoofl which ho pulled over Ina head did not look 
nearly worm enoogk. 

My friends, tho childron were present at ilio Arc 
works and sat by mo cbattcriDg away and so happy 
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I T\onclei if the}' 'ftill lemcmbei this night -when, aftei 
a few yeais of hheit}*, thej' come to be shut up in a 
zenana 

It uas this (lay yeai that we left England, and it was 
lathei a stiange comcidence that, m addition to oiu- 
selves, theie weie at dnmei thiee of oui fellow-passengeis 
and the fathei and biothei of two otheis. 


Satin day, 14th — D got up eaily to have some black 
buck shootmg — shootmg conducted on the most deceitful 
pimciples The spoitsman goes m a bullock cait, and 
the innocent deei imagmes he is ploughing, and, havmg 
no objection to agiicultuie, is not at all alaimed. 
When he has allowed the ‘plough’ to get near him, 
the spoitsman shps out of the cait on to the ground, 
wheie he squats unobseived by the guileless deei, who, 
m the sunphcity of his heait, continues his obseivation 
of the cait, and is shot dead by his deceivei. D got 
one buck, and anothei fell as if qmte dead, but on 
approachmg it they found it was unwounded and was 
only stunned by a shot which had stiuck a bit off its 
hoin. 

D leceived an addiess horn the Mumcipahty, who 
weie most coidial m then lemaiks on the Female 
Medical scheme We went next to open a college, 
which IS m its mfancy, but which is intended to be foi 
yCentral India what the Mayo College is foi Eajpootana , 
this one, howevei, does not stait with an endowment of 
seven lacs, as the Mayo did A native hospital was then 
visited, it IS a veiy nice one, bemg on the cottage 
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principle each cottage qmte detached from every other 
bmldmg 

We left Indore in the afternoon, aocompamed to the 
station by the Maharajah Holkar who clasped D and 
Sir Lepel m hifl arms saying to Sir Lepel who he knows, 
dTqirtfpfl jhia exhibition of affection, Heart to heart, in 
spite of your English prqjndicea 

We spent the night and aH next day m the tram reach 
mg Jodhpore at five o clock on — 

Sunday — The railway to this place has only 

been open five years and no Viceroy has yet vimted it m 
state, so this la rather a grand occasion, and from the 
moment we left the rafiway station we passed into a 
thoroughly Onental world The Maharajah and hiB 
brothers mot ns there all m their conrt dresses, those 
petticoats which I have mentioned before The petticoats 
ore m tbck folds and are oU made of pink mnslm hslf 
way down the akirt they are tied m with a scarf so that 
at the bottom they stand straight out and sway about as 
the wearer moves They ore so full that when a man 
ndes m them they fall quite naturally over each leg os 
if they were divided but m a carnage they ore most 
awkward and no ball dress was ever bo difficult to tuck 
m as was the Maharajah e skirt when he followed the 
Viceroy into the beautiful yellow carnage awaiting him 
The headdress worn with this is also very peculiar It 
18 red and yellow, and rather pointed The Maharajah 
wore the Star of India collar and ribbon The dnvo to 
the camp was about a milo and a half long and ngam 
wo saw a wonderful crowd and a great quantity of men 
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in aimoni, camels, elephants, and soldiers, and such pic- 
tuiesque forts and city walls bej'ond I had a delight- 
ful companion m my caiiiage — the hen -apparent, aged 
SIX, diessed m led couit x>etticoats, which he told me 
he found hot, and which he had only put on to show me 
I never saw such a nice little cieatuie He never 
stopped tallcmg, and would issue orders to the escort, 
tellmg them not to let then hoises neigh, 01 to the 
coachman to go slowly , then he pointed out all the 
sights to me, told me the names of his hi other’s hoises, 
examined my aim to see if I had any bangles on, asked 
if my gloves weie made of ‘lubbei,’ exhibited his own 
necklace, asked me if I had a httle boy, and on heaimg 
I had he said he would send him a httle carnage, but 
that a good coachman must be got foi it, and that then 
he could drive along by me, and I must watch him when 
he got m and out, and must have the hoises well exercised. 
He gesticulated all the time, and gave me a most vivid 
desciiption of a race, and was altogether a chaiming 
httle picture m his quamt diess, with his lively ways I 
should mention the harness on the carnage hoises — silver 
coUais with bells, silver ornaments over their heads, and 
all the traces covered with silver. 

We had a qmet evenmg, General Hardmge and a 
few others dinmg with us m our own tent The Maha- 
rajah has about a hundred guests here, and the camp is 
arranged just like ouis at Eawal Pmdi grass has been 
made to grow m the centre of it, fountains play, and 
on either side the tents are pitched, our own special esta- 
bhshment bemg at one end It is qmte splendid yeUow 
satm and gold chans, screens, fans, clocks, albums, wiitmg 
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caBofl, ornament® of all sorte and kinds adorn drawing 
rooms and bondoirs and andience-chambera and my 
bed rooms and dreseing rooms are m a liouse built for 
the occasion and highly decorated, so do we go on 
cretctmdo as our tour proceeis I 

Monday i6th — The day began at seven o clock with 
pig sticking We drove some way and then I got on an 
elephant and the others on horseback, and the Haha- 
rtgah showed me where to go and I was m at the death 
The chase and the sight of D gallopmg wildly and 
prodding the poor animal were very exciting for about 
ten minutes but we were four hours in the sun and so 
I did not feel that I should care to renew the eipenenee 
D eigoyed it immensely and so did Nelly who rode at a 
respectful distance All the brothers Smgh (theBajohs 
family) who are great sportsmen ware delighted at His 
Excellency s success 

At one 0 clock I went to visit the ladies of the xenana. 
I drove there m one carnage with Pertab Smgh and Mrs 
Newman while the girls foUoired in another We had 
to got up to a sort of fort palace, a most picturesque 
and massive building on the lop of a very high MD 
When wo had passed through the narrow stroeta of the 
town which ore only remarkable for most lovely bits of 
carving hero and there, and come to the gate of the Fort 
wo had to get mto chairs to bo carried up Mme was a 
maasiTo edrer sort of conch on polos and looked a 
fnghtful weight however, in it I was homo aloft tbrongb 
the great big Fort It is a most ounous and beautiful 
place — Bohd stone towers and walls, contrasted with lace 
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like caiving. One bit that stiuck me most was a towei 
which, for sixty feet upwards, is a plain hit of sohd 
masonry, but which then breaks mto the most delicate and 
beautiful caivmgat the top, with balcomes and wmdows, 
and every sort of ornament Then theie is one part of 
the palace, the front of which is a mass of carvmg The 
zenana has no break m its caived face, even the wmdows 
bemg a lace-like pattern m stone. 

Pei tab Smgh showed us the maible slab on which a 
new Maharajah sits when he mounts his throne, as well 
as some other 100ms m the palace, but the outside of the 
bmldmg is much the most beautiful part of it. 

The day was very hot, almost the hottest we have 
felt m India, so I thought that pig-stickmg and a visit 
to the palace weie enough foi one day, and I did not go 
out agam The camp is famished with thuty-thiee 
tricycles, and NeUy had a turn on one 

Tuesday, lyth — The dmbai was held to-day, and a 
wonderful sight it was The tent is a most enormous 
one, so that, although there were 400 people m it, it was 
not filled, and, instead of the rows of seats bemg aU 
straight, they were arranged m different directions, and 
one could see all the people much better than when they 
are placed m legulai hnes In the tent there is a 
beautiful marble seat for two people, and behmd it 
a white marble roof on pillar s, with a raised floor 
In this were two green velvet and gold chans, one 
for me and one for the girls, so we had an excellent 
view of everythmg, and were much en Hidence , though, 
m Older to show that we had leaUy nothing to do with 
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it we did not rise when the "Viceroy came m, and the 
Maharajah took no notice of ns The whole court and 
all the Birdars were in those old court costumes Most 
of the petticoats are pinl and the high headdress is 
red and yellow but there are some who dress all m 
white You may imagme how unlike anything we had 
ever seen before were these rows and rows of quamt 
figures. The Maharajah wore the ribbon and collar 
and star of the Star of India, and his petticoats were 
tied m with a red scarf He hod on some magnificent 
emeralds and pearls beside him the dear httle heir was 
seated m an arm-chair which held legs petticoats and 
alL However when the signal was given he was helped 
down and waddled after his hither to the door to meet 
the Yioeroy and then when it was tnne for the sirdars 
to be presented be came with his nuuar and hvely 
OB he is, went through all the ceremomes m the moet 
sedate manner There were bo many presentations that 
we had a longer time than usual for admiring every 
thing The newest feature m jt was that a nautch girl 
come to the door of the durbar tent accompamed by 
throe musicians and there ehe sang Her appearance 
added to the strangencBS of the whole scene. The 
Yicoroy and the Maharajah sat on the marble seat with 
carved luce-Uke sides which was just in front of us. 
When all was over the Maharajah and his family came 
over to our tent in order that I might do a photograph 
of them I tnod some groups m which D sot too 
and then I took the child and the brothers, all in 
their dresses The httle boy was so good, but when it 
wns over be said he was tired and Pertab Smgh, who 
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seems to be a motbei to him, imdiessed him befoie us, 
took oft his jewels and his gown, and left him m a httle 
shut and tiouseis When I lifted the fiock I was 
astomshed at its weight , it must leally have been about 
a stone, theie was so much mateiial and so much gold 
on it Eveiyone was, I am sme, dehghted to get out of 
these clothes In the afternoon we diove to Mandai, 
the ancient capital, wheie theie is qmte a ciop of 
temples oi buildmgs maikmg the places wheie the bodies 
of the Maharajahs have been bmnt, some of them aie 
^ely beautiful Then we went on to see the woik of 
which the leigmng piince is most pioud — a canal for 
suiiplymg Jodhpoie with watei, and the supply stoied 
uxi m a lake until wanted As the countiy heie is all 
sand and lock, very hot, and veiy dusty, and perfectly 
level, a httle watei occasionally must be mvaluable 

The Maharajah gave a state banquet foi us to-mght. 
It was m a big Shamiana — one long table and a number 
of small ones , and, when we had finished eatmg, he 
came m to piopose the Queen’s health, and a httle 
speech was made foi him, welcommg aU his guests and 
pioposmg the Viceioy’s health, to which D responded 
in terms which would have dehghted the Rajah had 
he understood After this came another Oriental 
scene In the centre of the camp a couple of lawn- 
tennis grounds have been made, and when we came out 
of the Shamiana, we found a sort of long jeweUed cham 
of clear glass lamps — red, green, and white — hangmg 
from poles aU round the comts, which had white cloths 
laid over them Inside the magic cncle were groups of 
men m aimom sittmg, and about 400 dancmg guls. 
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•while men holdmg great torches hghtcd np the scene 
The girls were m red and black and green, with 
quantities of tinsel and gold ornaments of all sorts 
about them and their dancmg and singmg though 
monotonous, like aD similar Indian performances was 
vet very pretty to look at whan so many were doing it 
together They waved their arms and turned about a 
httle in the first figure m the second, they advanced 
towards each other mnging and olappmg their hands 
and m the third, they twisted rather rapidly their petti 
coats wrapping round them as they did so and then 
at a particular part of the tune, throe put their hands 
together palm to palm and twirled agann Fireworks 
were gomg on in the distance and the outlmes of the 
city ■praD and of the great palace were iDiiminated 

The more we see of the camp and its airangements 
the more beautiful it locks and nothing is more wonder 
fol than the great piece of really green grass they 
have got to grow down its centre In the middle of 
it a good white marble bust of the Pnnee of Waloe is 
sot up 

Wednesday, iStli — We had rather a pleasant after 
noon not bemg expected to do anything m par 
ticnlar but only to wnnder about the camp and ride 
tncydea and camels and look at horses and play 
•with the heir apparent He looks upon me as his 
special fnend and accosts mo every moment "with Dekho 
Mem Salub a sort of Hmdostani ‘ I say The camel 
ndo was very amusing tbo beasts were said to bo re 
markably easy ones but we wero kept jompmg up and 
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doTra m oiu seats tlie 'whole time, and I •was glad we 
weie not gomg a journey on them Aftei a qmet dmnei 
we weie conducted to the tiam by aU the family, and 
we had qmte a tendei farewell horn them. I don’t 
know how it is, but they inspne a homey feehng and one 
of peisonal regaid, and we weie aU veiy soiiy to leave. 
Theie is a kmd of stiaightfoiwaid simphcity about all 
the hiotheis which is pleasmg, and the Maharajah, 
though veiy solemn, is most kmd. He piesented D 
"With a Maiwai swoid just befoie the tiam moved, and 
when it did stait we weie pelted with masses of floweis 
by him and by all the people piesent — aMaiwai custom, 
and then way of -mLshmg one ‘ Godspeed ’ The State of 
Maiwai IS as big as Ii eland, and the Mahaiajah has 
about 400,000Z a yeai 

Thuisday, igth — We go to sleep m one scene of mag- 
nificence to wake up m auothei Aftei tiavelhng all 
night we ai lived at nme m the moimng at Jeypoie, the 
capital of a still laigei and nchei State than the last I 
lemembei teUmg you of the Maharajah’s 'visit to me m 
Calcutta, and now we aie his guests 

He and the Viceioy headed om procession m a 
caiiiage vn-th a gold-embioideied canopy over it. and 
I followed m one much ornamented with gold and 
silver frmge We had a long drive to the Eesidency, 
the'i load hned the whole way 'with troops, elephants, 
camels, bullocks, men m aimom, and bands, and music 
of all sorts bieakmg out mto ‘ God save the Queen ’ at 
intervals, and crowds of spectators everywhere Some of 
the details of the procession were different fiom aU we 
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have hitherto Boen As we drove along some wfld look 
mg men holdmg sworda and spears danced by the carnage 
sometmiefl crossmg their swords before the horses noses 
and jumping about very gracefully These are ascetic 
soldiers They belong to a sect which doee not worship 
idols a pnest is their leader and they take the vow of 
celibacy I thought them very interostmg Then the 
bullock-carta and bullock battenee were ounous The 
bullock is the annual known m the ‘ Zoo as a ‘ Brahimn 
cow it is a handsome beast, pure white with a hump 
on its back and fine horns which in Bajpootana are 
generally pamted red and polished so that they look 
like corak The carta m which these anmif ilH are bar 
nessed are very picturesque with red or green pamted 
oanopee over them and on this occasion the trappmgs 
and the horns of the buIlookB matched the carl Ih the 
gtm-camages they looked very well They were standing 
m a very close row and each bullock was completely 
covered with a red cloth edged with black, ita white head 
alone bomg free. In one place there wore a number of 
lovely palanquins red and gold and sflver, earned by 
men The elephants were all magnificently clothed, and 
there were great numbers of them 

The Maharajah conducted the Viceroy to the Beei 
dency, and then took his leave It is a large house m a 
pretty garden, and we have spacious apartments end 
are most comfortable. 

Soon after breokfiist I saw a regiment of men with 
trays on thoir heads passmg my wmdow, and found this 
was a dolly for mo , so I wont and looked at it, and 
took somo Bugorcandy, and said Thank you, and now 
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I suppose my seivants aie making tliemselves ill 
■witli so many sweets I also ‘ touched and 1 emitted’ a 
great hag of money At one o’clock the Mahaiajah paid 
his state visit to the Yieeioy, who letuined it m the 
afternoon. 

You will begm to thmk that I am foi evei desciibmg 
to you the ^ most beautiful thmg I have evei seen,’ but 
each place seems to have its own si^ccialite, and I am 
kept m a state of perpetual wondei and admnation, so 
I have to repeat that I have again seen a most splendid 
sight m the way of a dmbai . It was held foi the Vice- 
roy’s return visit to the Maharajah, and, bemg m a haU 
built for dmbai s, was better hghted than a tent can be, 
while the decorations of the buildmg and the magnificent 
di esses of the gentlemen present seemed to haimomse, 
and to make the picture complete. The haU is open on 
three sides, the roof bemg suppoi-ted on arches and pdlai s ; 
the thrones are on the fomth side, and behmd them is a 
balcony, where we sat The Maharajah was seated facmg 
the comt, and on each side and behmd him were rows 
and lows of his Thakurs (nobles), all gorgeous in gold, 
and velvets, and brocades, and jewels. We had tune 
to admhe the blaze of colour before a flutter m the 
comt announced the approach of the Viceroy, and then we 
saw him bemg carried m a gorgeous palanqmn — ‘ served 
up in a gold dish,’ he says The Maharajah met bi-m 
at the steps, and conducted him to the throne. When 
the presentations were over, a crowd of nautch-guls 
uame in and, standmg across the steps, filled m the 
fomth side of the square, so that the mass of colom was 
complete They advanced m threes and foms with then* 
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annfl upraised gently moving as they always do and 
when the tune changed they all aang together a wild 
chant and while they Bang the attar and pan and 
wreaths were diatnbuted. Then the Viceroy left and 
we drove through the town It is quite unlike any other 
Indian town, the streete being very wide and planned 
like those of a modem city It is, however 150 years 
old. The whole thing la pamted pink, and to-day the 
houses and balconies roofs, windows and pathways 
were crowded with men women, and children m gay 
colours and it all looked beautiful The walls of the 
houses seem to be very thin they are generally orna- 
mented at the top and there is a good deal of open bnok 
work filling m windows which looks pretty I never saw 
BO many mottoes put up anywhere nearly ah of them in 
English. 

We drove afterwards to see a very damp and dark 
garden an Indian s idea of all that is delightful It 
only frightened mo and drove me to the quinme-bottle 
on my return 

Friday 20th —We bud rather a long and busy day 
At ton I hod an intemow with Jliss Swain, ITJ) , who 
gave me many interesting details of her Indian expen 
cnccB and then D and I went a round of institutions. 
The School of Art interested ns mueb and there wo saw 
many of the special industnofl of the place bomg corned 
on hcit wo saw a museum where they are beginning 
to have a very good collection of tilings and then wo 
vimtcd tbo kloliarajoh s girls school and his boys collcgo 
At the former I picked up a now medical pupil for Agra 
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The little gnls seated m lows looked veiy pietty, and I 
have been given lathei a good photogiaph of them as 
they appeal in school D heaid the hoys lead Enghsh 
and Pei Sian. These inspections went on tdl lunch-tune, 
and dnectly afteiwaids we drove to see Amhei, the 
ancient capital of this State. It is a most cm 1011s place, 
which qmte canies one hack to the middle ages Theie 
IS an enoimous palace, with couityaids and gieat open 
squaies and loof-tops, maihle openwork scieens and 
fine gateways, oveilookmg the lums of the city. We 
drove home by moonlight, and as we passed thiough 
the town of Jeypoie I thought it looked leaUy lovely. 
The outhnes of the huildmgs aie so vaiied and so 
pictmesque, and the streets so wide, that the town looks 
veiy handsome by a modified hght, as you lose the pink 
colour and the lathei thm appearance which the houses 
have m the daytime The Eajah who laid out Jeypoie 
so many yeais ago must have been a wondeiful man — 
he was fai m advance of his age m the mattei of towns, 
and he was veiy fond of astionomy and had an observa- 
tory heie He also built a towei m oidei to see mto the 
comtyaid wheie hved a lady he loved 

Saturday, 21st — ‘I feai you will be lather startled 
when you heai the way m which I spent the eaily morn- 
mg hours from seven till mne I had better take 
you qmckly ovei the shock by telhng you at once that 
elephants, quails, partridges, rams, pigs, deei, buffalo, 
and cocks fought befoie us, and at the same time I will add 
that we only just saw then mannei of attack, and that 
they weie caiiied off, 01 diagged away, befoie any one 
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nnimfll could hurt another The elephanta began it 
We were nahered throngh endless oonrta and passages 
np staircases and ramps and along walls in the palace 
till we reached a rcrand tower overlooking a great yard, 
which was full of men in red with spears m their hands 
while the walls all round were covered with spectators. 
We first of all watched the fighting elephant bemg un 
loosed — a work which had to be performed with great 
precaution and oU round his neighbourhood were quan 
tibes of httle holes mto which the men disappeared if 
the elephant went at them The second elephant, who 
IB a fighter by profeeaion and not by nature, had a 
mahout on his back while the cross and quarrelsome 
cno was simply turned loose m the arena. The two ran 
at each other and pushed and pushed till the one got the 
other np against a wall, where he nearly fell and then 
the men sent off fireworks in front of them to separate 
them, as the elephant with the rider on bad his adversary 
m such a comer that he could have IdDed him As it 
was no one was the least the worse of the encounter 
After this we wandered agam ' for miles up and down 
and through the palace and from the very top looked 
at the view of the town and of the eurrounding hflls 
and forts and then on to another court where a quan 
tity of nchly caparisoned horses were shown off. Some 
of them did arons tricks and two men with long spears 
did rather a pretty exercise on horseback- Two quoile 
were next put down before us and they began to jump 
at each other os canaries do m a cage but they did not 
even get badly pccketl as wo cjxamincd them ofierwords. 
Dams and buffaloes follow the same method they run at 



JEYPOnE 


217 


1SS5 

each oilier, and, Ihcii heads ImMiig met with a thud, 
they go on pushing till the men m attendance pull them 
apait Thcio wore some htllo pigs, earned in men’s 
arms, v,ho upset each other with their snouts, hut, having 
no tushs, they meiel}’’ showed that it ‘ was their nature 
to,’ and did no harm The older pigs were lather fierce, 
so I got their peiformance stopped at once Tw'O hog- 
deer wore brought forward, rery ciriious-shapcd animals 
that I had never seen before, but they were %eiy friendlj’', 
and would not c^en pretend to fight. Though there 
was a total absence of cruelty m the performances, and 
though it was worth seeing as a peep into a bygone 
world, I feel almost sorry wo had been present, for it 
does seem rather barbarous. Nor did the afternoon 
improve upon the morning. True, I first visited the 
Albert Hall, and saw there the thmgs that are gomg to 
the Exhibition m London, arranged as they will be theie 
— so when you visit it you can imagme how I walked 
about it too— and then I w^ent on to a hospital and 
inspected it , a veiy nice one it is, and I really hope 
that I may very soon see a good English lady doctor 
there. His Excellency meantime was out shootmg, and 
when we 3omed him we found he had slam a black buck 
Of couise that is too European a sport to be cruel, but 
what we saw was a cheetah, or huntmg leopard, kill a deei 
The animal was m a cart, hooded, and we drove after 
it to a place where deer were giazmg The bullock-carts 
drd not firghten them at all, and when we were pretty 
close the cheetah was unhooded, and rmmediately made 
for and chased the deer. It sprang upon one and puUed 
it down qmckly, and the men despatched rt. They had. 
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however to coax off the cheetah by giving it eome of 
the blood to drink in a pan, and while it was bo 
engaged they pnt the hood over its eyes again 

The evening was another ecene of beantifal jUnmina 
tion nantch-dancmg, and fireworkfl We dined at the 
Maharajah b palace. All the way to the town the trees 
were hung with coloured lamps and when we got there 
we found straight lines of light running along the build 
mgs. In one place m particalar the effect was lovely 
There is a Bguare with a fonntam in the centre and aQ 
the wide streets go at right angles from it Looking 
down them we saw these long lines of light, while m 
the square itself a temple was shaped ont in ffre and 
behind it all rose a high hill with a golden palace on its 
sumnut and a golden * Welcome on its side The 
word IS marked out m letters fifty high by eight 
wide and was onginafly done for the Pnnce of Wales 
In the daytune the letters are white and suggestive of 
some odvertisament but illammated they ore lovely 
The dinner m the palace was very pretty too It 
was m one of those great open places in a court — a roof 
supported on rows of arches and pillars When we 
entered first we only saw a drawing room but a curtain 
fell to tho ground and revealed the banquet spread 
The colounng of the ineide of the building is very bril 
liant and rod purdahs ware let down m tho outer arches 
BO it was quite warm and bcautifnlly hghted Tho 
Maharajah came m os usual at the end for the toasts 
and the Weeroy was able to say that lie had had tho 
pleasure of investing him with his full powers during 
this visit Rajahs are kept to a certain extent m lead 
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lug-stimgs until tlicy liavG pioTccl then capacity for 
luling. 

The nautch -which follo-vvcd was pietty, because so 
many gnls danced m it, and the}^ had a few' new figiues. 
One was a snake dance, wheie they held the end of a 
well m then mouths, malong it look IdiG a pipe, and then 
they pietended to be chaimmg the snake, and swayed 
about as if following its movements 

Aftei this we looked at some old books and aims, and 
moved on to a veiy pietty open galleiy lookmg mto a 
garden Fountams were playmg, lUummations were 
to he seen everywhere, and fiiew'oiks began I never 
heard such noisy ones If we had been hesiegmg Jey- 
poie we could not have made more fuss over it, and 
there was rather too much smoke for the hght that 
accompanied it I thmk they used too much powder. 
However, the w'hole enteitamment was very magnificent 
and a great success The Maharajah is very qmet and 
mce, and kmd as a host. 

Sunday, 22nd — We walked qmetly away from Jey- 
poie this moinmg, gettmg mto the tiam at a small 
station outside the Eesideney gaiden, and travelled tiU 
five o’clock, when we reached Bhuitpoie 

It IS qmte a different place fiom the great city we 
have just left, and as we diove through the town it 
seemed a mere village, the ciowds of inhabitants 
swaimmg on the low loofs and m the httle shops hemg 
the most mteiestmg part of it I have aheady described 
to you the Maharajah of Bhmtpoie, who -visited us at 
Calcutta He has made splendid preparations foi us. 
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and tbe Beeidenciy looks as if it bad been fumisbe 
thronghoafc with new and IotbIj things, I have bee 
qtnte reliered to hear that they are standing decoration 
for I never Uke to see the Eejahs put to great eipenf 
for onr sakea — white satin blinds to the windows wba 
mnslin would do and so on through nnmberleee eotn 
va^nces 

Colonel and Mrs Eoan Smith — he is the Eeaident- 
arc very pleasant hosts. She plays beantifally and the 
have shown great taste m the decoration of the rooms 

Monday 33rd , — ^This was a duck shootang da; 
The gentleman went oat early and we joined them fc 
lonoheon and sat about on the edge of a nmrah watchiz 
the sport 

In the evening the dinner at the palace took pla« 
It ifl quite cnnouB how, with iUmnnmtionB and fireworl 
everywhere each place contrives to invent some entire] 
new variety The iIIanunationB here were in their wa 
08 pretty os anything we have Been, and we were able \ 
calculate that had the lamps been arranged in one Ioe 
row thero would have boon suteon miles of them, 01 
foot between each The way H was done was thi£ 
from the Besidencj^ to the town there was a stror 
paling on each side of the road with throe rows < 
lights on each and in the town the whole way down tl 
narrow fitrccts and with no brook m them there wa 
higli polmgs with five rows of lamps, so that wo Becmi 
literally to dnvo through two walls of fire Thoro wi 
an arch made 0/ wooden latticework 100 feck hl^i on 
proportionately thick whicli was one great mass of lighi 
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this and the x^alace decoiations aie not included m my 
sixteen miles The gateway to the palace, too, was ex- 
ceedingly xnetty, and the gaiden in the com ty aid was all 
lighted up. The dmnei was veiy well managed and was 
good and shoit, and the usual speeches went off well. 
The fiiewoiks weie veiy good, some of the best we have 
seen. Theie weie two gigantic seipents who spat stais 
at each othei, and some other novelties, besides some 
lovely sheafs of i octets. Thiee files m the town buist 
out dm mg the peifoimauce, but no one mmded them m 
the least — ‘ Oh, it’s only a thatched loof, it is all light ’ 
We diove home agam thiough the walls of flame, and 
were pleased to find it only ten o’clock To my gieat 
comfoit and satisfaction I find that the hoises belong- 
ing to Eajahs stand any amount of noise, fiie, and con- 
fusion I don’t know how I should have smvived these 

\ 

drives if they had had any neives at all. 

Tuesday, 24 t 1 i — We made an expedition, which took 
up the whole day, to visit the Foit and Palace of Deeg. 
We only saw horn the outside the veiy massive walls 
and towel s, and the great moat lound the foit, but we 
spent many horns m the palace and its gaidens The 
lattei aie pleasantei and better kept than most I have 
seen, and there aie veiy pretty low, tiim hedges, and 
hundreds of fountams They weie tmned on foi us,, 
and we got shut up m one coinei by the splash and 
spiay, and weie kept close prisoners until they could 
be ^ned off agam. Theie are several palaces m this 
gaiden, all of them lookmg out on to senes of fountams, 
and ah of them with the cential haU open to the front 
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and supported on carved arches and pillars The open 
work carvmg m some of the windows was beantifal, and 
in one httle marble palace there is a dado mlaid with 
colour which is lovely "We were kept wandering about 
for some tune and then discovered that the camels and 
the elephants who earned our Innoh had not arrived, 
which was sad news to hungry people however they 
appeared at last and after fortifying ourselves we were 
conveyed to a high place to look on at an elephant fight 
Had I been told it was play or affection I oonld qtnt€ 
have beheved it They walked so quietly up to each 
other touched their trunks, as if to say How do yor 
do ? gave each other a little posh stopped and axamineo 
a pot which lay near to see what was m it casnaHy 
had another posh considered whether or not they 
would climb on to a httle mound that was near them 
and then pushed agam They ore however, sue! 
great heavy beasts that one is always afraid of seem^ 
thorn hurt themselves. The dnve to Hceg was twenty 
miles, and we did not get home till eight o clock. 

Wednesday 251/1 — We left Bhurtpore m the moming; 
and on onr way to Agra we visited a most intercetinj 
and cunouB place called Futtehpor© BDcn, TheEmporoi 
Akbor built it, intondmg it to be the capital of India, 
Vat li proved to Vo very unhealthy and thoro was n( 
supply of water so that it was very soon deserted one 
one sees there the spoctaclo of a desolate place m porfec 
preservation The first thing to boo is a most wonderfa 
mosque such a great suo and so bcaotifoL The story 
IS that Akbar and his Queen arrived at tins plae< 
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liaying just lost tu-m cluldien, and it -^as piopliesied 
that tliey should nevei have anothei son Howevei, a 
holy man who hved heie said that if some one gave up 
his hie as a saciifice, then an heir would be born, upon 
which the holy man’s own child (of six months old) 
spoke and said, ‘ I will give mine,’ and died upon the 
spot. In memoiial of this cncumstance Akbai built 
this mosque It is of red sandstone, the chief ornamen- 
tation round the dooiways and coimces bemg white 
maible let mto the stone m mosaic patterns There is 
one immense and splendid gateway, and a great court is 
enclosed by the various buildmgs and covered passages, 
and in the centie is a perfect gem m white marble, 
which contams the sheik’s tomb The outer walls are 
carved m lace-hke patterns, and m the inner chamber 
is a sort of four -post bed, which is the grave, it is aU 
inlaid with mother-of-pearl, while the floor and walls are 
marble 

The other buildmgs of interest are the houses of 
Ahbai’s wives — httle separate estabhshments , they are 
of red sandstone, and the walls are carved from ceding 
to floor. There is one curious place which is a flve- 
stoieyed open comt, each platform gettmg smaUei till 
the top one is a mere httle summer-house , each one 
is supported on rows and rows of pillais , from these 
one looks down into a court where the Great Mogul 
used to sit and play chess with hve pieces, and close 
to this place is a haU where he transacted busmess 
In the centie of it is a pillar on the top of which he 
sat, and from that central spot four narrow passages, 
run to the four corners of the room In each comer 
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(it IS said) sat one' of his ministeirs and from this seat 
of yantage he sent his orders north, south, east, and 
■west, while the crowds of apphoants or looiers-on re- 
mamed below "We had only just time to see all tbin to 
have luncheon, and to drive on to Agra so as to arrive 
there before dark- The Maharajah of Bhnrtpore came 
with ns and also stays at Agra during our visit 

We are staying m our own camp and are going to 
have a very qmet evenmg so as to be fresh for a new 
senes of sight-seemg here. D has been up early both 
yesterday and to-day for duck and buck shootmg, 
and we have had very long dnvee, so we have earned 
a rest 

Tkunday 26ih —Perhaps I shall remember a few 
more details presently but just now I can only thmk 
of the Taj The whole doy famishes but this one 
idea — I ha-TO seen the T^ ! You know that it was 
built by the Emperor Ebah Jehan as a tomb for his 
wife Mumtas MahAll (the Pnde of the Palace), and 
that he and she he side by side within its ■walls It is 
of whito marble, and its ornamentation consists of the 
plam material carved, of flowers inlaid with agate, 
jasper and other precious stones, and of msoriptionB in 
the beautiful Persum character the letters being m black 
marble it la riisod on a high terrace which has a great 
m i n a r et at each comer and according to our ideas it is 
more of a mosque than a tomb it is enclosed m o Tmlled 
garden which is arranged in stilT alleys with cypress and 
other dork trees and with water and fountains down tbo 
centre. You enter through o rod sandstone gateway, and 
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:acioss this silent gaiden see befoie you the Taj I won’t 

attempt to desciihe it fuithei. It is as if the building 
had a soul, as if it had been cieated, and not made, so 
mysteiious is its fascmation. You can’t unagme a time 
when it was not there, or a time when busy workmen, 
01 noise, or untidmess, 01 bustle, smiounded it , you feel 
that you could not bear to see a hammer 01 a tool of any 
kind approach it, and that it is only as a dream, as 
fiomethmg umeal and almost sacred, that you can think 
of it And there is nothmg anywhere to mai the effect. 
When you enter and look upon the giayes of Shah 
Jehan and Ins ‘ Chosen of the Palace,’ surrounded by a 
marvellously beautiful screen of white marble, some one 
aings a chord which bursts forth in a volume of sound 
horn the loof hke an oigan 01 a chon of angels The 
€cho lasts for fifteen seconds, and so qmckly do the 
sounds succeed each other that the chord given out note 
by note below comes m one haimomous whole from 
above, and when one note alone is sung it is impossible 
lio say where the human voice ends and the echo begms 
So the Taj exerts its chaim upon you, and havmg seen 
it by day you return to see it by moonhght, and wish to 
see it agam by sunrise, and feel that, did you hve at 
Agia, whenever you wished foi peace or rest, whenever 
you felt sad 01 sorry, you would come and commune 
with the Taj That is why I say that it is hke a bmldmg 
with a soul , it exerts a fascmation over everyone who 
sees it that its puie white colour and perfect proportions 
are scarcely sufficient to account foi. 

We also visited the Foit and palace, but havmg seen 
the same thmg in a more beautiful form at Delhi I will 
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not ten you much about tiiese. There ib a mosque — 
court and surrounding •walls all in white marble — which 
IS fine and which has a certam grand simphoity about 
it but D thought the detafls rather coarse as compared 
with some others we hare "viHited 

"We ■were accompanied here by one of that terrible 
Bpeaee of bores — a guide. Forty five ladies sat on this 

side please and forty five on that and they could see 
e'verything please but no one could see them — yes 
That IS a sundial please hut the dial is gone — yes 
The Government restored this m 1 87- please —1 e 
covered the red sandstone Hall of Audience with white 
plaster ! 

Friday 27th — H and I visited the College and 
Uedieal School officially bat os I am gomg through 
it more thoroughly on Honday I will not say anything 
about it now In the afternoon D went to receive a 
mumcipal address which amused him rather because 
when ha hmted at the possible necessity of imposmg 
additional taxation the people cheered loudly I called 
on Lady LyoU and then we all met at Itmad ud 
Boulah 8 Tomb In the distance it looks like on ivory 
inlaid box, and close at hand it is very bcautifnl more 
completely covered with omameait than almost anything 
we have seen every bit of the whole building is inlaid 
■with coloured marbles the dado in a larger and coarser 
pattern and all the rest m more dehcate designs tboro 
is also some very fine pierced carving and some of the 
most lovely raised bas relief marble work I over saw 
Tbo guide-book account of the tomb says : * The lower 
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hall I'i'iit mnn;,: tlio hmih ;i )i n all(’l'\'ji am of maihlc 
miaul wilh tailouH'il slono". cloolh m nuiliasqm', a\iMj n 
h’W lai^t*' llowii'- li slamis on a ■'Undstom' hnun'o 
I JO f< 1 1 sqnau*. l''om htdtl Kio^-K^ ‘-{and nl Ihc foin 
and m tUo lontio is a small p.nihon of luh 
pRic( 1 woiK laocu'd with an ohloipf donm lopjK'd with 
(wo h~,ht pnnauUs ’ This (onih wa*- cuatod h\ Hnnid- 
iid-Donlah s dau^htoi , Xui lahan, wiloof the Minpoioi 
dehanan . 

Piatlul 1 ^- leiioilod (o lane said one d.n , ‘1 do so liKc 
old tonih-- hnanse one alwa\s finds Pm thiae ’ This one 
was no I \« opt ion to tin' iiile 

] think 1 lane foi^^otteii to tell \on that wo aio in 
oui own camp now It is quite Hal and nninti'iestine 
hciiiK at homo and in Iliitisli teiiiton 'J'la* men in 
niinom. (he illnininations and inewoiks, and all tlio 
Oiicntal sideiidom of oui pioeiuss ihioiijJih Itaijioolana 
ha\o f.idod awav .is ni a dieam ' 


Sahudaii, 28/// — The Ahtcio} had a ^ol3 haul da} 
indeed — inteiMcws, duibais, and insiitulions w’lthoul 
end I did not do so much, bill I slai led with him m 
the moinmg, and aftei iw'O of his visits w’o W'ont to the 
Koraan Catholic College and Convent, and to the gaol, 
whciG they make most lovely caipots, and then D 
wont to the Agia College, wdieie he answ'oied thico 
addicsses, and I letuined homo to have a conveisation 
with Bi Mon, the OlTiciating Pimcipal of the Female 
Medical School The Viceioy got back m time toi cceive, 
one aftei the othci, the Mahaiajahs ofBhuitpoio and 
Dholpoie, and Pimco Napoleon, w'ho came to limclioon 
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At three o clock D plunged into more intemewB and I 
went to see the wife and mother of the Maharajah of 
Dholpore. The Maharajah himself was dressed for yiflit- 
mg and for receiving the Viceroy and had on the most 
magnificent pearls about four rows round his neck 
and two long chains and a sort of breastplate and 
opanlettee all of larger pearls 'When D had paid his 
viflit we went for a short nde and m the evening we 
had a dmner Prmce Napoleon dmed 

Siniday 2gth — You will have begun to think that 
Sunday had dropped out of our weeks for we were 
travcllmg on the last two We were very glad to find 
ourselves quiet for this one The changes of tempera 
ture try everyone so hot m the day and bo cold at 
mght, and we have all borne them better than somo 
other people m our camp We went to chnrch m 
the morfung and had meant to go once more to the 
Taj but I did not go out ogam and at six m the 
evening I received Sir Frederick Eoberts who had just 
arrived from England and who Btaya with na for a few 
days 

Monday ^oth — I visited a renona school and a 
dispensary and went thoroughly through tho Female 
Medical College, where tho girls wore at work, listemng 
to lectures attondmg to patients, takmg pulses and tom 
pcraturcfl do However I think I had better not drag 
this subject Into my journal olso you will liavo for too 
much of it os it occupies a great deal of m^ timo and 
attention 
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In the afternoon we went with D to "^isit the Maha- 
lajah of Bhintpoie, as he wanted to show us a new house 
he has just built, and then on to Siliandia, wheie is the 
tomb of Akbai. We weie all m the piopei hame of 
mind, and weie inepaied to be much impiessed, but we 
weie disappomted with it, and did not gieatly admue 
it The ornamentation is coaise, and I suppose we 
])ave seen too many lovely things lately not to have 
become a httle ciitical, it is, howevei, consideied veiy 
beautiful. 

We had a dinnei foi the new Commandei-m-Chief, 
tind gave a ‘ dium ’ to the Agia people, and just as 
we weie gomg to bed we got the veiy best news 
fiom Bmmah D has been so anxious that theie 
should be httle bloodshed, and he was gieatly leheved 
and pleased to find how well the whole thmg has 
been managed Eveiythmg had been done so quickly 
that I imagme the Buimese found then bieath taken 
Uiway , only one officei and thiee men have been killed, 
and I fancy veiy few on the othei side have lost 
then lives It is exactly six weeks smce wai was 
declared 

Tuesday, Decemhei ist — Thiee telegiams arrived this 
moimng. One contamed the Queen’s congiatulations 
on the success of the Buimese campaign ‘ I am com- 
manded by the Queen to expiess to Youi Excellency the 
pleasme with which Hei Majesty has received the news 
of the result of the mihtaiy ojieiations m theliiawaddy 
Yalley so eflectively oigamsed by Yom Excellency’s 
•Goveinment, and so biilhantly earned out by Her 



260 OUi? 7I0EEEGAL LIFE Xff INDIA oh. v 


MajG8ty*8 forces under the command of General Prender 
gaat The next telegram eaid Her Majesty b GoTem- 
ment offer to Tour Excellenoy cordial congratnlations 
on the conspicnouB enccesfl which hfls attended the ex 
pedition against the Kmg of Bnrmah and ore glad to 
express their profotmd satisfaction that the immediate 
objects of the mflitary operafaona have been attained 
with so Uttle loss of life. The third telegram told ns of 
the Duke of Somerset s death D was very fond of 
him and he had always been moet kind and friendly 
to me. Erery fresh blank made amongst those we left 
jnst a year ago is sad to os and I) feels too the gradual 
dying out of those amongst whom hia mother spent her 
youth 

The journey from Agra is quit© abort and weamTod 
at Gwalior in time for luncheom Our yisit is more than 
usually mteresting because the Ticeroy is gomg to give 
the Fort back to Scmdia He has been wanting it for 
years and when one sees how cloee it is to his palace 
and how completely it commandB his town and his home, 
one can qmte understand what a thom in his side it must 
have been Now it is to bo put into his own hands and 
ho gives m return another fort and cantonment frrtlicr 
away from liis capital I bebevo ho has only once been 
into the fortress here which shows how much ho has felt 
the position for ho is a klabratta chief, a great soldier 
has n largo army of Ins own and cores only for it ^Vo 
arc staying m bis palace— a very fine now boflding, witli 
ono magnificent room m wbicb wo lost oursclxes Inst 
night Wo ^ ore about twenty people and were illnmln 
ated by 900 caudles and wore mdefimtoly roprodocod m 
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muiois, vrlucli aie opposite to each othei all the way- 
down the loom 

In the afternoon D had to be visited by and to -visit 
the Mahaiajah, so his time was filled, and I thought we 
ladies had bettei go and see the Foit m the cool of the 
day, mstead of waitmg tdl the moinmg It looks like a 
Gihi altar ’ guaidmg this place, and is a veiy laige and 
massive pile When we leached the gate, we got on an 
elephant to go up the veiy steep ascent, and passed 
thiough moie gates and along a narrow load -with caiv- 
mgs m the lock, and then undei the palace, which is 
veiy cmious, and which has the remains of most hiilhant 
decorations m colomed tdes The rooms mside are 
small, hut are covered -with stone cai-vmgs m qmte a 
different style from the maihle work of Agia , and at 
the farther end of the Fort are two temples, specimens 
of the oldest Hindoo architecture They are entirely 
covered with deeply cut patterns in the stone, and with 
fiignies, aU of which have been more oi less defaced 
by the Mahometans, who object to representations 
of hvmg creatures These temples are put together 
without mortal or plaster of any land, and are most 
mteiestmg Another very remarkable featme of this 
Fort IS the rock sculpture, gigantic figures m stone 
carved m the sohd rock Most of them represent 
Biobdmgnagian human hemgs, stanchng stifily and un- 
diaped against the side of the hill One cannot conceive 
auj-thuig more difieient m the waj" of design, execution, 
form, and character than the tombs and palaces we 
have been soemg hitherto and these old Hindoo temples 
mid caiimgs at Gwahoi The rock sculptures arc 
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Buppoeed to have been out id 1467 but the infallible guide 
book givea aj) 274 as the date of the founding of G^ahor 
It also says that the largeat figure is fifty-seven feet high > 
and it IS -well to mention this as you may have no idt^^ 
of what I mean by large 


Wednesday 2nd — I had intended to revisit the . 
with D m the morning but we have been rather tnJ 
the changing climates we have gone through, and 
thought it more prudent to aTOid the hot sun 
have a qmet mommg especially as Nelly seemed a ] 
feverish and is better at home 

The durbar was held at three 0 clock, in the 
drawing room I have mentioned before The thr 
were at one end and the natives and soldiers in ^ved 
Imos on either aide filled it leaving only a pathway d tl 
the middle. It was a very fine eight Scmdia met i 
Viceroy m the centre of the room and they walked h t 
m hand to the thrones and soon after they had set hice 
themselves the Viceroy read out the Foreign 0 0™® 
dispatch handing over the Fort to the Maharajah nust 
Mr Durand repeated the aomo m Hindustani Sen . 
made a abort reply in a very low voice and the w' dhor 
thing was over Though the Maharajah showed veen 
httlo pleasure or emotion of any kmd wo cU knew t ^ 
the great wish of his bfo had been folflUod He said dier» 
the licflidtnt as ho left Now I must go and tell \ 
bo\ the hur a cluJd of nine to whom ho is dovot^^’ 
but whom wo have not seen ns ho is ilL 

There was a great banquet m the evening seventy)’ 
our people at tabic and at the end of it Scindin camf 
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in to piopose the Queen’s health, and the Viceioy’s 
In his leply D. said that m the morning, speakmg 
as the Queen’s lepiesentative, and in the name of the 
Government, he had used the official and somewhat cold 
and foimal language necessaiy upon such an occasion, 
,hut that now m his own peison, as the hiend and guest 
jOf the Mahaiajah, he wished to congiatulatehim waimly 
,„ipon the signal maik of favoui he had that dayieceived 
^l^it the hands of his Soveieign. Scmdia leally did look 
^jpleased and happy, and a numbei of his sndais had 
,coiiie with him, whose gay diesses biightened up the 
^loom consideiably, so that the paity was qmte cheeiful 
^ Fancy, howevei, the face of official India, when at 
the end of H B ’s speech a gentleman suddenly got up 
and passed a eulogium on the Mahaiajah One would 
have thought the end of the woild had come, such looks 
of blank amazement passed aiound t Pooi man, he was 
biought to a state of ‘ abject apology ’ soon aftei, and I 
don’t thmk he has heaid the end of it yet happdy his 
speech was shoit Theie weie illuminations and fiie- 
woiks, and so ended a gieat day foi Scmdia 

Thwsday, 37 d — We did not leave Gwahoi tdl aftei 
luncheon, so I diove about m the moimng to see the 
town, which is called Lashkai. Theie aie some pietty 
caived aiches and wmdows, but it is not a leaUy mteiest- 
mg place We left with all the usual ceremonies, and 
passed again thiough Scmdia’s aimy. It is a pity that 
he has ^mt his men mto helmets mstead of tuibans, 
a very white helmet, of a veiy ugly shape, which nevei 
by any chance fits its owner, looks very bad on the top 
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of a dark face and a head of long blaok hair All onr 
native troops look so remarkably well m their puggarees 
that I wonder he does not see how much more Boldierly 
and becoming their headdress is 

After two hours in the tram we reached Dholpore and 
spent a very pleasant afternoon there The Mahartwah 
hves in the Eesidencv House, os he has no palace it is a 
red stone house verv now looking and not pretty ontaide, 
and Beemfl to he set down in some fields for there is jno 
attempt at garden about it Inside it is nicely fumisbed, 
and ifl very English looking The Maharajah is a per^t 
gentleman m every way and I am told he is an ciceUint 
nder and sportsman There was nothing to be seen 
here eicipt some caged tigers and a herd of black bucks. 
The latter were in a great yard which was intersccte<l 
by low mud walls and when a man on horseback rode 
after them thev positively flew over these walls and 
nothing could bo prettier than their graceful moTements 
We could see the way they doubled up for the flight 
and 'ahen they were on tho level ground they gavoj 
great jumps every few stops m the most hgbt and airy, 
manner i 

After this display D was earned off to anotlier house ' 
to mtemow the Maharajah s mother with a purdah be- 
tween them. It seems that crery Yicoroy visits ber 
Tliey had a most succcssfal meotmg D said to iier 
that 03 sbo and I wore menibors of tho tamo Order 
(Crown of India) wo must bo sisters and then that os 
wo wcTo Bisters lio must bo hot brother and must come 
behind the purdah — all of winch delighted her and b!io 
laughed licnrtilv Another great joko was tlmt ho told 
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hei lie lieaid a man’s loice liehmcl the piudah (hei little 
^giandson’s), wliich sent hei into fiesh fits of laughtei, 
nnd she said to hei son that ‘ This was somethmg like 
conveisation and so veiy much bettei than the usual 
“ How aie you ? I am glad to see you ” ’ Then she sent 
him lound a lose, and he told hei that the lose would 
fade and the scent pass away, but that the lemembiance 
of hei giacious act would foi evei lemam m his heait — 
but that Hei Highness had put him m a gieat difficulty, 
us on his letiun home his wife would ceitamly make 
a pomt of findmg out who gave him the flowei D 
also told hei that she was the fiist Indian pimcess he 
had conveised with, and that hei giandson was the 
youngest pimce who had evei piesented him with a 
nuzzai AU this was quite a new way of talking, as I 
imagme aU pievious mtei views had been veiy foimal, 
and I believe she was delighted 

The dmnei was not laige, and, as the piogiamme for 
the day said, the ‘ usual speeches ’ followed D manages 
on these occasions to say somethmg appiopiiate, and 
puts m some commendations with a sonpqon of good 
advice to the Mahaiajah Aftei dmnei we sat out on the 
steps, and saw a veiy amusmg piocession which is pecuhai 
to Dholpoie Led hoises came fiist, and then camels, 
and elepha,nts most splendidly diessed and with beau- 
tiful howdahs on One of these, as he passed, waved 
a pocket-handkeichief m his tiunk, and said ‘Huiiah,’ 
and anothei earned a pole with a biunmg toich at 
each end of it Aftei the elephants came palanqums, 
m which sat people diessed as kmgs and queens 
and wealing masks, and little boys with masks on 
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jamped about the road and one car passed with two 
white and silver clad women standing up m it and then 
a crowd of nautch girls danced before us We asked 
for the procession to come round again and the 
elephants had just re-appeared upon the scene, when 
the fireworks began and frightened them so much that 
they turned tall and fled nearly upsetting us as they 
ran The fireworks were good and some most impetu 
ous fire foxmtoins were pretty while the fire balloons 
were also so successful that they appeared to form 
new and magnificent constellationB m the sky 

Having enjoyed the evening very much we were 
conducted to the tram where we spent the night on our 
way to Lucknow 

Fndflv 4£/< — Sir Alfred LyuU the members of the 
llomoipal Committee and about eleven of the ex King 
of Onde s family met the Vicaroy at the Lucknow 
station The Oude people had splendid jewels on them 
heads One man u ore a tiara on a turban with a bnm to 
it and drops of big emeralds hung from the edge of it all 
round his head The municipal address was a particularly 
good one and I don t aay so only because it was so teiy 
nice to mo and so cordial about my Scheme, but bocauso 
it also siK)ko so VGT} Bonsibly and with such good feeling 
about ita own municipal duties The Viceroy srepi} was 
much to the pomt and was an interesting one as ho on 
tcrod a little into tlio political part of thoBurmoso question 
Wo then drove to the Government House where wo 
are staying with Sir Alfred aud Lady Lynll and I> hold 
a loTco at noon 
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In tlie afternoon I gave new coloiiis to the 2nd Bat- 
talion, Leicesteislnie Eegiment, and made a veiy shoit 
speech The ceiemony is always a pretty one. The 
legunent gave a ball m the evenmg, but I had lefused 
it foi myself, and B. was to have taken the gnls. At 
the last moment, howevei, Each el could not go on 
account of hei giandfathei’s death, and NeUy had not 
been veiy well the last two days, so I kept hei at home, 
and it ended m D ’s lookmg m foi about ten mmutes 
and then commg home 

Satuulay, — We all went to see an Exhibition, 

it contams specimens of vaiious mdustiies m this pait 
of India, of thmgs going to London, and of a smaU loan 
collection We found it veiy mteiestmg After m- 
spectmg it we saw a ‘Musical Eide,’ the 17th Lanceis 
bemg the peifoimeis, and in the afternoon Lady Lyall 
had a gaiden party D had not felt weU all day, and 
by this time he had some fevei and a teiiible headache, 
so he had to go to bed with the mtention of gettmg 
up aftei dmner and gomg out to hold a dmbai, 01 
laige leception He msisted that he must go whatever 
happened Howevei, Sn Alhed LyaU assuied him that 
it could be postponed, and so he consented to lemam at 
horpe, which was foitunate, as he could scaicely speak 
by nme o’clock , and, though I am sme he would have 
managed to go thiough it, he would have been much the 
woise foi the exeition 

Stinclay, 6th — We have had to altei oui plans some- 
what, but I shah scaicely know tdl the evenmg how far 
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they must be changed I) is no ‘worse this morning, 
but at any rate we moflt stay another day here and 
must cnt Ca-wnpore out of onr programme 

It IS a great diaapporntment to him losing this after 
noon s viflit to the Bemdency for he has been lookmg 
forward to that for monthe and General Wflson is here 
on purpose to show it to him and the survivorB of the 
Bailhe G'nard have come np to Lucknow for the oocoeion 
nor can this be merely put off till another time for 
General Wilson leaves Lucknow to-mght and India m 
klarch and the Baillie Guard are old and cannot ogam 
bo Bnmmoned from theor vanons homes. General 
■Wilson too woa greatly disappointed at not showing it 
to the Viceroy himself, for this was his own lost view of 
a spot associated m his mind 'with bo many miseries, so 
much gallantry and such painful interest and it qmto 
affected him to see ogam these old Boilhe Guard men 
whose beliaviOQr at the aiego of Lnoknow he considers 
anBurpassed in the world b history They wore drawn 
op nt the gate when we arrived for I wont with him, 
but we did not epeni to them till onr return os Gonorol 
"Wilson felt that if once bo began to talk to them be 
would never get away Old and feeble many of them 
looked but they all had medals on thoir brenets and boro 
a holdicrly appearance. They were pleased tb eeo him, 
but remarked that Ina beard had grown wbito sinco they 
know him and then after wo had explained to them how 
sorry tho\icero} was to bo unable to see thorn, tbo} 
were photographed in a group Ono can only appreciate 
tlicir sharo m tho defence when ono sees bow close the 
enemy were to them how they could nctmilly talk to- 
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getliei, and how these men weie coaxed and thieatened 
by then own coimtiymen and co-iehgionists without the 
wall, and how, though uneeitam whethei the few Enghsh- 
men shut up m the Eesidency weie not the only ones 
lemammg in the countiy, they yet lemamed faithful 
Geneial Wdson was Assistant-Adjutant-Geneial at the 
tune, and was consequently the veiy best possible person 
to desciibe the whole scene, foi it was his duty to be 
gomg about all day withm the defences, while the othei 
of&ceis and men weie confined each to his own paiticulai 
post , and foi the 145 days they weie shut up, a man at 
one end of the place had no idea what was gomg on at 
the othei. Of couise it would be useless to attempt to 
give you a leal account of what you can lead m books, 
but I wdl just go thiough om walk with Geneial Wilson 
and tell you a httle about it 

The first thmg one has to do is to unagme what 
the place was in 1857. Now, foi miles lound the 
Eesidency aie gieen fields and tiees , then it was a 
dense bazaai up to the veiy gates, and it is qmte 
astonishmg to see lioio close the besiegeis were There 
was no waUed foit 01 city, but a sort of laige garden, m 
which weie a few gentlemen’s houses and a chmch, 
comiiletely overlooked by smioundmg houses, and 
theie wao only a hastily laised mud wall to divide 
the enemy horn the defendeis The foe outside could 
see every movement inside, and could take exact niTn 
at mdividuals walkmg about Theie was one path m 
paiticulai which it was most dangeious to cioss, as 
‘ Johannes’ House ’ commanded it, and all the piotection 
that was possible was the stietchmg acioss the load a 
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piece of canvas whicli made the besieger s shot a chance 
one and not a certamty The men had to fight all day 
and work aH ni gh t os, bemg bo overlooked nothing conld 
be done m the light foneralfl getting out etorea re- 
pairing defences every internal arrangement was neoes- 
sarily earned on m the dark At the present moment 
the Eeeidenoy is a very pretty place — gay flowers pio 
tnresque rums — but it must have been dned up barren 
and terrible then Seeing ruins made is a very dif 
ferent matter from contemplating them calmly years 
after the deetmction is accomphshed. 

The first place we looked at to the nght of the gate 
way was the house defended by the BaflUe Guard withm 
speaking distance of the enemy It is marked all over 
with shot and bullets seem even to have token headers 
mto inner courts, where people might have expected to 
bo safe, and left their marks there. We next saw the 
banquetmg haH the lower rooms of which were used as 
a hospital while officers hved above the top storey of 
every building was considered unsafe for women so they 
wore m a cellar below out of which they dared not move 
In this buildmg we saw the place where the dead wero 
aunod each day and left till mght. Then we walked 
on to the Besidency House itself saw the room where 
Sir Henry Lawrence received his death wound. General 
Wilson bemg with him at the time A shell burst m it 
took off the leg of a punkah bov sitting there wounded 
Sir Henry mortally and rent off a portion of General 
tMlson 8 clothes. The smoko made it pitch dork and 
ho said to Sir Henrv Arojon hurt? I am killed 
ho repbed. On this building the- English flag floated 
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«Yeiy day , it might be shot down oi torn, but as sure 
as tbe moimng dawned it was m its place agam Next 
•came a spot wbeie an officei and fifty men lived m a 
bole in tbe giomid, all tbe time watcbmg tbe low mud 
wall and bavmg constant conflicts witb tbe enemy 
Then tbe cbmcb, witb tbe dooiway cut bebmd tbe 
altai, out of wbicb tbe stoies weie got at nigbt, and all 
lound wbicb one sees tbe tombstones of those who died 
memorials of them, but not maibmg then actual lestmg- 
pilaces, as no distmctions weie made, and all weie buiied 
togetbei Tbe most mteiestmg is that of ‘ Sii Heniy 
Lawience, who tiied to do bis duty May tbe Loid 
have meicy on bis soul ’ Aftei this we visited some 
buildmgs which weie outside tbe Eesidency, but witbm 
tbe defences, and m which women bved below and men 
above, suiiounded always by hot figbtmg We saw tbe 
spot wbeie ‘ Johannes’ House ’ was, and listened to a vmd 
desciiption of tbe mannei m which it was blown ux? , and 
so on we went bom post to post, Geneial Wilson givmg 
ns a bttle account of all that bapiiened m tbe most m- 
teiestmg way, stiaigbt bom bis beait as it seemed to 
come, and without any unnecessaiy details Tbe last 
bouse we saw was tbe one m which Sir Hemy Lawience 
bieatbed bis last Tbe lebels, seemg that some unpoitant 
peison wa& earned tbeie, immediately turned then guns 
on it, and bis nephew, Geoige Lawience, was wounded 
at tbe dooi of tbe loom wbeie bis uncle lay dymg 

When tbe Mutiny was ovei tbe native city was de- 
stioyed, and they say that gieat sums of money must be 
bmied on tbe spot, foi tbe iiamc-stiickenmbabitants fled 
nnd left all, and when they letuined agam they found a 
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graseplam, and could not possibly tell where their houses 
had been or where their treasure vma Now, I really 
must not say any more about this but you see it was very 
diaappomting that D nnsBed it He still has some fever 
and BO we have given np all the functionB here as well 
aa going to Cawnpore and Benares and now hope to 
leave this on Thursday and to go straight to Coloutta- 

Monday — I went to the Exhibition for an hour 

m the morning, aa it was a zenana day, and I had 
promised to go Moat of the senana ladies were 
English but there were I suppose about thirty realiv 
purdah who may have liked to soe me The rest of the- 
day I nursed D who keeps nearly to the same point 
neither better not worse 

Tueadny Sth — I did not go out till bu o clock when 
I went with the rest of the party to see the Imam 
barah illuminated It is a bn.ll a courtyard and a 
mosque which fell mto our hands at tlie time of the 
Mutmy and was only given back to the Maliomotans 
lost year The outside was bnlluintly illuminatod and 
the great room which la 1C3 feet long and 49 foot high 
and which is they say the biggest room m the world 
was also lighted up It contama the tomb of its founder 
and IS a semi sacred place I felt quite sorry that, bo 
much trouble having been taken I was the only person 
to profit by it and I was nearly covered up in the gold 
garland prepared for the Viccroi 

11 nhif»d(Ty glh — D is decIdcdl^ better today bataa 
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he IS not alloTved to tiavel till next Monday, I will send 
this off now I had intended oui tom to have been so 
beautifully lounded off at Calcutta on the 12th, the 
very day we ai rived there last year, but this fevei 
altered all our plans 

Satin day, 12th — I have aheady given you an account 
of my domgs last Sunday , but, as this whole week has 
been one of beef-tea, qmnme, airowioot, theimometei, 
doctors, nmses, hot bottles, and pulse, I begm agam horn 
Saturday, 5th, just to tell you that I have passed almost 
my whole time m the sick-room, and that fiiewoiks, lUu- 
mmations, and giand processions no longer occm’ daily 
I did the nmsmg myself for two or three days, and 
discovered a wonderful capacity for wakmg up at odd 
moments, but then the doctor mterfeied, and I got a 
nice respectable Eurasian woman to help me 

D ’s temperature never went qmte up to 102°, but it 
hovered about 100° for many days, and it is only to-day 
(12th) that it was normal. 

It is a great mercy for us that we were here, for 
Lady LyaU is so kmd, and an mvahd has eveiythmg of 
the best m this most hospitable house 

TaUong of Indian houses reminds me that perhaps I 
have never told you then great pecuhaiity, which is the 
pubhc character of all the rooms I have not yet been 
in one room, whether in my own house at Calcutta or 
in anybody else’s abode, in which you could say, ‘Well, 
no one can come m here ’ You may lock one door, or 
two doors, or three, or four, or five, but then there aie 
the one, two, three, fom, or five wmdows ope nin g on 

VOL I. i 


T 


274 


0C7JJ VIOEBEQAL LIFE IN I2WIA oh v 


to the yerandah along -whioh eTeryone may paafl ani 
if yoHT eervantB think you partioularly want to be alone 
their natural ounosity leads them to creep m silently and 
constantly by one of the unguarded entrances — to shoT^ 
you some extraordinary attention 

Wednetday i6ih — Monday was a bad day with D 
and it was a rehef on Tuesday morning to hear that we 
might start for home. He was weak and had to be earned 
to the carnage but he seemed no worse for the journey 
and was able to walk and to put on an air of convalescence 
when we got to Calcutta We remained m the tram but 
did not travel by night and we amved this afternoon 
We thought it best to spare D a pnbho entry so we 
meekly and modeetly drove up witb a pair of horsee no 
troops out and no fuss but a great crowd of natives m 
the street 

At Government House we had the joy of findin g 
Archie also Fred and Blanche and their baby boy await- 
ing us 1 They have just amved from England 

Thus ends our first year m India In the way of 
busmeea it has boon a most eventful one orisifl after crisis 
coming on The Bengal Kent Bill the Afghan comph 
cation, the strengthening of our frontier the Burmese 
War and many min or difficulties have all had to be dealt 
with Wo smcercly hope that the coming year may be 
a less eventful one. 
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\/ih io 2\ih — Oiii hcconcl season at Cal- 
cutta staits -nitli mucli unpacking TJieic aie tlic things 
Vthich weic left beliind last Maicb, there aic those \\hich 
ha^ccomc fiom Simla, those wlucli have been on toui, 
and the new clothes armed fiom England , they aie all 
soldered up in tin and mapped m papei and screwed 
down m Mooden cases, so that even when they have 
been dug out they haAe to be sorted and put here and 
there, and ue have to try to lemembei where this juc- 
tme hung, where that bit of china lay, and to wonder 
what we can do with all the old papers and letters and 
photographs and bills and other accumulations of the 
year I assure you it is no joke, especially when we 
lecoUect thkt we aie only le-settlmg foi two 01 three 
months, and that m a very few weeks the packmg-cases 
wiU have to be filled again It makes me understand 
how people come to be lazy about beautifymg and 
airangmg this lovely house, and how a spnit of ' any- 
thmg will do foi such a shoit time ’ cieeps m. When 
one first arrives m the country, one imagines this palace 
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IS to be one a home but sii montha m the Simla cottage 
Boon undeceive one 

The new clothes are of course deeply interesting — 
they are our great stand by for the year and as we 
certainly have to pay for them thongh we have been 
unable to choose them it la equally oertam that we 
must wear them whether we like them or no 

The only differenoe m our houfle-arrangements down 
stairs IS that havmg created a htile room at the back of 
my drawing room which I meant to give Terence I have 
taken it as a busmeas room for myself I thonght the 
Fund would make me nnbdy, and that it was necessary 
to have a barren loofcmg chamber m which baskets of 
papers for tbe Honorary Secretary of the Central Com 
suttee, could be set forth and remain undis 

tnrbed My own pink drawing room, mto which this 
room opens has been re-oovered with eilk, and over that 
with ohmts BO that on ordinary occafflons I look leas 
smart than before when I was always m eilk but then 
at dinner parties my chairs and sofas will burst forth 
mto most lovely hluflheB I Mixed up with these house 
hold and wardrobe preoccupataons has been eome car© 
to bo taken of the Yiceroy whose levies and drawing 
rooms have been a subject of annety to us Ho recovers 
hiB strength slowly and at last wo porsunded him to put 
off the Iev 6 e for ten days and to bo content with the 
drawing room now We had it on the 22nd and it was 
D B first appearance smeo his fllnesa 

The Calcntta races began on Wednesday, and for the 
first time m my life I saw a rcaDy exciting race. Ijord 
Willia m brought out two horBca from England, and one 
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bioke down yesterday, which was a gieat disappomtment 
and loss, and so we weie anxious that the othei should 
win to-day The hoises all kept together till near the 
end, and then Metal came on and won amidst great 
applause and tiemendous excitement 

Chistmas Day, 1885 — Agam this year we had the 
good fortune to receive our Enghsh letters on Christmas 
mommg It is so nice because it makes one feel less 
fai away when the good wishes and the remembrances 
horn home come exactly on the light day The enlaiged 
family peirty also made itself felt, as when we came down 
to breakfast theie were more people to exchange gieetmgs 
with, and there were more mysterious parcels lymg about. 
The bieakfast-table was laden with gifts horn Henme 
and Victoria, and horn you, and horn aU of us heie to 
each other, and there were toys foi the baby, who, how- 
ever, did not much appieciate any of them. 

In the afternoon we went down to the Botamcal 
-Gardens m the launch, and walked about there, and saw 
some of om countrymen and women dancmg quadrilles 
and waltzes on the glass, some of the menlookmg lathei 
unsteady after their lunch, others peifoimmg most 
wonderful steps We drove back on Lord Wilham’s 
coach. > 

After dinner my ‘ children ’ msisted upon havmg 
snapdragon and Christmas games of that kmd, so we 
aU jomed. Lady Sykes was the only stranger, and she 
was qmte ready to play. 

D is qmte weU now, but he has to take care not to 
get a chiU, and it is really very wmtry weather. 
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Barraehpore Sunday, December 27th , — The weather 
la decidedly colder than it waa last year and the Bongam 
Tilleas and the coutoIvoIob are donhtfol about coming 
out. Still Barrachpore looks lovely and we enjoy it as 
much as ever 

In the afternoon we went to see the elephants and 
were amused by the performance of one m the water A 
man stood on its back, and made it go nght under and 
then toll round while he balanced himself upon its 
slippery side as men m a drcos do on a revolving globe 
and when it came out of the water it was made to jump 
an elephantine hop and the mahont told us that this 
obedient animal had twice sent him mto hospital by 
tfl-Ving him up in his trunk and injuring hjm I do 
not wonder that this beast is Bometunes savage for 
man has behaved badly to bim having blinded bun on 
purpose to make him milder and more useful 

Monday 2Zth — The bousehold were greatly ezated 
this morning, as they went out hunting for the first tune 
with Lord Herbrand s hounds The girls and all were off 
at 6 30 and seem to have enjoyed themselves immensely 
they had a ehort run after a fox, and eventually killed a 
cat Lord Herbrand bos just bought a pack with a view 
to htmtmg jackal at Barrockpore, and this odds greatly 
in the eyes of many people to the attractions of the place- 

Fndaij January isi 1886 — The lost week of the old 
year was spont qmotly onough — ndmg driving a mcf 
or two a little polo a committee-mooting nn mfhiitc 
amount of letter writing and bill paying a few iisits from 
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various peoiile, ci-sulities to guests, and such like ‘ com- 
mon tasks ’ filled the seven days, and on the last night 
of it -we had rathei a pleasant dmnei. It was extiemely 
well chosen (by me), and theie weie seveial tourists 
to give variety to it, and we had a Hungarian viohmst 
who played beautifully for us m the evemng, and then 
oui guests dispersed, some to see the new year m at a 
dance, and some at church, while we meant to sleep it 
in, hut were kept awake by the jmghng of heUs and the 
shrieks of steam-whistles In the evemng we had the 
usual big dmnei — seventy-eight men and five ladies. It 
was rather pleasant this year, as I knew most of oui 
guests. We could just fit mto the Marble Hall without 
oveiflowmg beyond the pillars, and the banquet looked 
blight, and was weU and quickly served 

When we five ladies went up to the diawmg-ioom we 
found some of the native officials who don’t dme waitmg 
there, and I had some very mteiestmg conversation with 
one of them on the subject of my Scheme In the evemng, 
too, the Maharajah of Dmbungha told me he was gomg to 
build and estabhsh a female dispensary, and I am to go 
and lay the stone (his place is only twenty horns off — a 
mere nothmg) He had been to speak to D about this 
before, and I am greatly pleased at the idea, as of course 
my great wish is to see native gentlemen do the thmg 
for themselves — and these new estabhshments started by 
them are far more valuable than money subscribed to 
my Fund 

Tuesday, ^tli — Su George Bowen, with a son and a 
daughter, arrived from Hong Kong on Sunday Monday 
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was a hard day for D , and we had to leave Barraokw*^ 
early aa we had bo mnoh bufimeas on hand We 
fasted on board the latinoh as vre came down whio-P^^^ 
rather pleasant The girls had been out huntmjp ^ ^ 
earlier but on thjH ocoaaion had neither found \ ^ 

MUed 

At eleven o olool the Counoil met on most importar^ 
business Sir Auckland Colvin made a flnftTipnA.1 etat^ 
ment brin gin g in an Income-Tax Bill and D spoki. 
afterwards justifying the measure and explaining the v 
pohcy of the Government The Viceroy s speech seems 
to have given great aotis&ction to all those who were pre- 
sent, and I now begm to doubt whether the eoecratioiis 
which I expected to see heaped upon his devoted head will 
be uttered m a very violent manner by the press In the 
evening he had a very large lev^e I beheve there were^ 
about I 500 gentlemen at it — the house was overflowing 
with them they passed I am told, on on average ofi 
about sixty every three minutee and when we wanted 
to go to bed — I mean we ladies who for the evenmg were 
behmd the purdah — my guests could not got to their 
chambers at all First they tried to get through the 
drawing room — the entrance to it was barricaded and it 
was full of men the socond floor was the scene of the 
loT^o ifsolf and the bottom of the house was the falJest of 
all for everyone assembled there to await their comagoB 
and to got tbcir coats which lay m gigantic bundles on 
the floor so tho ladies mode thoir way up again and 
findmg themselves condemned to remain alone m tho 
ball room till tho lov6o should be over and being tempted 
by the waltxcs and tho polLas which tho band was dis- 
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coursing, set to and danced together m the dun hght 
reflected hom the diairaig-ioom Oui own rooms lay 
on the side of the house to which access was possible, 
and we had said good-mght to them, thinking they would 
get round to theus through the lower regions 

\ 

Wednesday, 6 th — My Committee and I made all om 
aiiangements for the puhhe meetmg weaie to have here 
on the 27th I do not trouble you with much ‘ Fund ’ m- 
foi matron, but I have one meetmg every week, and often 
see individuals on particular pomts, write and receive 
letters, and keep a record of aU that I do, with regard 
to this matter, m a very dry and busmess-hke way 

As soon as I was free m the afternoon I went off 
with some of my family to a httle gaaden party at Mrs 
Hope’s, and m the evemng we had the state ball. I 
thought it went off very well — not at all too crowded, 
veiy good dancmg, satisfactory suxipei — so I am m hopes 
peoiile enjoyed it 

Thursday, ytli — Terence and Mi Eosen aiiived eaily 
this morning They had two very rough days on then 
way out, durmg which two passengers put on their best 
bormets, packed then trunks, and prepared to take to 
the boats 

Archie was m waitmg on His Excellency for the first 
time, and came m for a full day Fust of aU he sat m an 
office from 10 to i 30, receivmg Government secretaries 
at inteivals and showmg them m to the Viceroy , then 
came a dm bar for the new Maharajah of Fashmu, a 
not very satisfactory chief, sard to be very superstitious, 
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and to go to bed enoiroled by chalk lines to keep the 
spirits off I meant to have looked on at this cere 
mony but a doctoress who came to see me kept me 
until it was all over and bo I misaed it but as all 
the people are m monrmng for the late Maharajah they 
wore white and the dreeaea were not worth seeing 
Directly after lunch HJE returned the vimt and then 
coming back for me we all went off to present colours to 
the 1 8th Regiment of Bengal Infantry The manceuvree 
and my speech and the whole ceremony went off well 
and one of the oldest natiTe regiments m Her Majeety’fl 
Indian army looked very fine and soldierlike. Mr 
"Wingfield and Mr Yincent dmed with ns. We were 
rather sleepy after last night e ball and our long day’s 
work, and were glad to go to bed early 

Friday 8 th — We all went off m the oflcmoon to see 
the ex King of Oude s gardens He is an old gentleman 
who IS described to me os bemg ntterly devoid of every 
moral sense He never does any good to anybody and 
he spends his monthly loo of rupees m keeping 25 000 
pigeons whose food costs him 400/ a year , in bnymg 
mok creatures which the nnimnl merchants sell him just 
before they reach their lost gasp m buildmg houses for 
those of them that surviTe and m the partial momte* 
nanco of Boveral hundred ladies Those latter have often 
complamod to tho Government about lus treatment of 
them but m answer to on ofhcial romonstranco against 
tbeir inordinate numbers ho added ninety more to his 
zenana tho day ho received it The place is curious to 
SCO, viewed OB this ox kmg s hobby, but m itself is mcrolj 
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a small zoological gaiden. The pigeons, who fly m flocks 
and obey signals, aie pietty, and theie aie whole fleets 
of pehcans sailing about on tanks, and long-legged buds 
with decidedly light fantastic toes who hop about iidicu- 
lously, and peacocks perching m the tiees, and fox-houses 
which smell atiociously, and dwaifish-lookmg woolly 
camels who piovide mateiial foi soft shawls, and lams 
who must get teiriflc headaches as they clash then foie- 
heads togethei with a poitentous thud, and leal hve 
poisonous snakes who, bemg tumbled out of the eaithen 
pots m which- they live, sit up glaimg viciously and 
belong then bps as they gaze aiound , they are picked up 
with an non hook, and caught by the tail and put back 
agam by men who seem to have httle feai, though it 
made me shuddei to see them handle such dangeious 
reptiles The less poisonous snakes hve m a palace 
bmlt foi them of concrete, and wiiggle m and out of this 
erection, and fasemate toads which are found m then 
neighbomhood, placed there by some londly hand. 
Close to this sei pent-palace is a cottage for a few queens 

I need not tell you that the Kmg of Oude has not 
subscribed to my Fund, and you would be bonified if 
you could see the holes m which his letameis hve out- 
side his walls 

"Well, we walked about and looked at all the 
creatures, and were spit at by llamas and screeched at 
by the parrots, and then dioie home agam and xuepaied 
for a big party — a ‘drum’ to which native gentlemen 
come as well as all the European society here We had 
it m the Marble Hall, which looked very fine, and it was 
qiute full, and the dresses and the varieties of people 
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and to go to bed endroled by chalk Imea to keep the 
Bpmts off I meant to have looted on at this cere- 
mony but a doctorefifl who came to see me kept me 
until it was all over and bo I miBsed it but ae aU 
the people are in mourning for the late Maharajah they 
wore white and the dreseee were not worth seeing 
Directly after lunch H.E returned the visit and then 
coming back for me we aU went off to present colours to 
the 1 8th Eegiment of Bengal Inhmtry The mancBUvres 
and my speech and the whole ceieinony went off welh- 
and one of the oldeat native regiments m Her Majesty’s*^ 
Indian army looked veay fine and soldierlike. Mr 
'Wingfield and Mr Ymoent dmed with us. "We were 
rather sleepy after Last night s ball and our long day'a 
work, and were glad to go to bed early 

Friday Sth — We all want off m the afternoon to see 
the d King of Oude a gardens. He is an old gentleman 
who ifl described to mo as bemg utterly devoid of every 
moral sense- He never does any good to anybody and 
he spends his monthly lac of rupees m keeping 25 000 
pigeons whose food costs him 400? a year in buying 
sick creatures which the animnl merohante sell him just 
boforo they reach their last gasp m buildmg houses for 
thoeo of thorn that sumvo and m the partial tuomte 
nance of Bovcral hundred Indies These latter have often 
complamed to the Gxnermnent about Ins treatment of 
them but m answer to an official remonstrance against 
their inordmato nombers bo added mnoty more to hia 
zenana the day ho received it The place is cunous to 
SCO viewed os this ox king s hobby but m itself is merely 



a small zoological gaiclen. The iiigeons, who fly m flocks 
and obey signals, aie pietty, and theie aie whole fleets 
of pelicans saihng about on tanks, and long-legged bnds 
with decidedly light fantastic toes who hop about iidicu- 
lously, and peacocks peiehing m the tiees, and fox-houses 
which smell atiociously, and dwai fish-looking wooUy 
camels who pi o vide mateiial foi soft shawls, and lams 
who must get teiiific headaches as they clash then foie- 
heads togethei with a poitentous thud, and leal hve 
poisonous snakes who, bemg tumbled out of the eaithen 
pots m which they hve, sit up glaiing viciously and 
hckmg then hps as they gaze aioimd , they aie picked up 
with an non hook, and caught by the tail and put back 
agam by men who seem to have httle fear, though it 
made me shuddei to see them handle such dangeious 
leptiles The less poisonous snakes hve m a palace 
built foi them of conciete, and wiiggle m and out of this 
election, and fascmate toads which aie found m then 
neighbourhood, placed theie by some kmdly hand. 
Close to this sei pent-palace is a cottage foi a few queens 

I need not teU you that the King of Oude has not 
subsciibed to my Fund, and you would be horrified if 
you could see the holes m which his letameis hve out- 
side Jus walls 

Well, v?e walked about and looked at all the 
creatmes, and were spit at by llamas and screeched at 
by the paiiots, and then drove home agam and prepared 
for a big party — a ‘ drum ’ to which native gentlemen 
come as well as all the European society here. We had 
it m the Marble Hall, which looked very fine, and it was 
qmte full, and the dresses and the varieties of people 



384 


OUB VIOEREOAL LIFE IN INDIA oh yi 


looked very gay and I liked it, and I think it "waa a 
BucceeB The Maharajah of Kaflhimr came and politely 
Baid "we had mtrodnced him into Paradise 

Tuetday igth — D has gone to DeHu for the 
mancEUvree and during hiB absence "we have taken an 
extra day or two at Barrackpore, and I really believe 
that the more I see of it the more delightful I think it 
"We do BO enjoy the fiowera — lovely roses of gigantic 
mse m the greatest profosion, and violets and such 
oonvolvnlua and BougamviUeaa and Bignonias climbing 
all about 1 It is a most perfect little place, 

Thunday lift — D returned from Delhi, and I 
must now try and tell you all be has told me of his 
advantures there. He arrived at the httle house he bad 
token for himself near the camp on Sunday night On 
Monday be received visite from the foreign represen 
tatives the Commander m^Chief dc, and there were 
some sports m the afternoon Bit Frederick Eoberta 
opened them by a succeesfol tent-peggmg feat and that 
was very effective as everybody said no other commander 
m chief m the world could have attempted such a thing 
and the day seems to have been fine and pleaBont As 
he could do nothing for them himself D proposed to 
breakfast with the foreign officers in their camp on 
Tuesday morning which pleased them much and over 
the coffee ho was inspired to propose the healths of all 
their emperors kings, or duels with a nice allusion to 
each one finally lus inspiration led him to wind up 
by saymg that ho regretted that his visit to Burmoh 
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T\’Oiild prevent Ins entertaining them himself, but that 
he would commission his daughter to give them a hall at 
Calcutta, so that they might see how effective was the 
aitilleiy of oiu ladies’ eyes, and so on He pretended to 
be much alarmed as to what I should say to all this, 
and was astonished at the compaiative calmness with 
which I heard it , but the reaction came later, for it did 
not dawn upon me for twentj^-four horns that anyone 
took the ball part of it au shiciix, and when I saw 
in the telegiain that these gentlemen were coming to 
Calcutta foi Lady Helen Blackwood’s ball, I only le- 
maiked sententiously that ‘Viceroys must not joke/ 
At last it was borne in upon me that it was no joke, 
and so, after a httle consideiation, I asked D. to put off 
staitmg for Buimah foi one day, and to have this ball 
the mght before oui departure So we telegraphed to 
the foreign officers to say that, if they could so arrange 
it, we hoped they would dme with us on Satmday and 
come to a ball on Monday, and that we would remain 
here to receive them — and they have accepted , but, as 
you may perceive, I have got far away from D.’s break- 
fast on Tuesday mornmg. Whatever the fate of the 
ball may be, the speech was a great success, and, when 
it was over, devoutly hopmg that the weather would 
keep up, everyone set off for the great review. The 
Viceroy in a frock-coat and taU hat was the one un- 
unifoimed person present Everybody else was gorgeous 
But what is the use of goigeousness when the rain comes 
down in tonents ? What is the use of havmg a lovely 
tidcolour puggaree round your helmet, as the Frenchman 
) had, if it melts mto streams of red and blue over yom 
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face? — or of deep rod cofEs like the Pmsaianfl if they only 
serve to dye yonr hands ? The second Enssian officer, 
a Chevaher Garde got hit by hifl horse b head as he was 
motinting and had to retire for the day Lord Eeay 
was ill and D insisted on hia going home too bnt every 
body else sat for four honrs m the drenohmg ram The 
Viceroy gamed great renown for the cheerful manner m 
which he bore his fate He put on no great coat and at 
the end people said he looked as smart as when he arrived 
The A D C*B were very cold and had difficulty m prevent- 
ing their horses from sitting down while some of the 
steeds had to be supported by draughts of whisky Fred 
says he felt the water running down his back into his 
boots and then heard the sound of it mside the leather 
The poor troops did splendidly and the only regimenfe 
■ffhich marched badly might be excused for the men s 
loose shppers stuck m the mud Was it not unfortunate 
and provoking ? 

In the evening there was a damp reception m the 
Commander m Ghiefs camp and the next morning the 
troops, lookmg os clean and smart as ever, hned the 
streets for the Viceroy s departure and the foreign 
officers and mflitory grandees appeared m full drees at 
the station 

'Inadoy 261b — Hooior Findlay and Lord Herhrand 
have been away for a week lookmg for tiger m the 
Sundeihunds the former returned to-day but liOrd 
Herbrond remains m pursuit of a terrible man-eater who 
has killod twenty three men in the last nine months. 
This beast was absent from his accustomed haunts for 
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some clays, but bo bad just letuinecl befoie Di. Findlay 
left, and so Loid Heibiand -was encoiuaged to wait foi 
bim, as the whole neigbbourbood is despciately anxious 
that be sbould be billed 

Di. Fmdlay bad only shot some alligatois and some 
dcei, tbe lattei bemg bi ought to bis feet by a man who 
imitated a monkey and so attracted tbe deei to tbe 
tiee in which be was jumpmg about and cbatteimg 
Tbe clever deei said to themselves, ‘ That monkey will 
knock down tbe leaves and tbe fimt , come, let us stand 
undei tbe place wbeie be is , ’ and this leasonmg brought 
them to then death. Tbe puisuit after tiger m tbe 
Sunder bunds is very excitmg , tbe jungle is so thick that, 
even though tbe spoitsman can see notbmg, be may feel 
pretty sure that one is quite close to him, and m this 
case they found afterwards, by tbe foot-marks, that a 
tiger bad actually been following them aU day. Lord 
Herbiand spent twenty-four hours m a cage, and Di. 
Fmdlay jomed him for twelve of them, but they both 
went to sleep at last, and then woke to find that tbe 
tiger bad certainly been to see them, as bis maiks were 
all round tbe bars through which they meant to shoot 
him sounds creepy, I think 

I have not told you about the lacmg beie this year, 
which seemo to be nearly as dangerous a sport as can 
be indulged m At one steeplechase Captam Leonard 
Gordon had a severe fall, and is stdl wear mg a shng , and 
last week, out of eight horses, five fell, one was kdled and 
one broke its tail, so I am m hopes that steeplechases 
wfil go out of fashion At the flat races yesterday two 
horses had a coBision, and the jockeys were both badly 
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hTiri The ground ie bo frightfully hard here that a 
fall hecomeB very serious — and I suppose all the nders 
are not fine performers 

Wednesday 27th — Lord Herbrand returned home 
^thout TiTfl tiger seven roamed about him and ate four 
buUookfl which he had set as bait for them but he never 
got a chance of shootmg at them. 

This was a great day for me and rather a nervous 
one The big meetmg mauguratmg my Fund took place 
the Yiceroy m the chair I never felt bo much annety 
at a pubho meeting before but now this Scheme is really 
started, and I trust it may go on as well as it has begun 
The meetmg lasted till 7 30 and we had to hurry home 
dress for dinner and go off afterwards to a ball at 
Belvedere. D Nelly and I remained there only one 
hour Bachel, Blanche, and some others came sway later 
and Archie and the rest of the party stayed till the end- 
"We had the hest of it however for at eleven 0 clock the 
weather was lovely after twelve there were Bhcrwers and 
still later a downponr which made supper m a tent very 
disagreeable and most uyunous to gowns mdeed, at the 
very end the tent came down burying a drummer boy 
crushing the viands and getting a hole burnt m itself 

Saturday 30th — I was to have had a meetmg of 
my Committee on Friday to wind up some of my 
a&ura before starting for Burmah but the Legislative 
Council Bat 80 long that neither Mr Ubert nor Sir Stenort 
Bayley could come and wo wore not able to get through 
much busmefis I was thoroforo obliged to have another 
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,.i-«1ny. "Wo aic beginning to meet amUi some of the 
little lioublcs that one must expect in A^ol]vlng such a 
lai go coiicei n 

I loilo out caih thi'^ moinmg to see the Cine, the 
^hip in which we go to Duimah "We take some hoiscs 
with U'' It would astonish the English mmd to see what 
globe-tiottcis oui hoiscs aie They did a gicat pait of 
oui tom this autumn The\ w ent to the Delhi IManoGm les, 
and now thcA aic coining to Mandalay 

The fouign ofticeis haie aimed, and we had a state 
dinnoi and a conceit foi them , the Hungaiian Mohnist 
DonieiiM played, and we had a Aeiy pleasant evening — 
eighty people at diiinci , and about sixty inoie after waids 
The music icas in the diawing-ioom and a bullet in the 
ball-1 00111, Avliich opens into it with pillais, so that those 
who piefeiied talking to listening weie able to stioll away 
and be happy in then ow ii way 

Tuesday, Fchiuarij 2nd — I do not loiow whether you 
have lead about the levolution m Nepaul and the muidei 
of the klaharajah Sh Eunodip Smgh, the Piime Mmistei 
and luler, which took place last Novembei He was 
1-^mg on a bed m a small loom m his palace, when foui 
of his nephews came in, and, pietendmg to show him a 
new iifle, shot him dead His wnfe, the Ban Mahaiam, 
and the Jethi Mahaiani, the mothei of the leal hen, 
took lefuge m the Eesidency, went on into Biitish teiii- 
toiy, and aie now m Calcutta The Ban Mahaiani 
wuote and asked me to see them, and I was allowed to do 
so as an expression of sympathy with them mthen gnef 
Unfoitunately the widow was ill, and could not come, 
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bni the Jethi ITaharani, who saw the man shot and who 
IS alfio a widow came and a more extraordinary figure I 
never saw Her appearance deservee minute deeonption 
My first view of her waa that of a mass of light gauxe 
above and a pair of legs clothed m loose white troasers 
below Having conducted this avalanche of gauze to a 
Bofa, I had time to study detafis The thin pink and 
yellow striped material was not a petticoat and I am 
quite at a lose to imagine how it wae put on or how 
many hundred yards were m it It looked jnst aa if a 
great piece had been unrolled and unrolled, m a heap 
on the floor and then picked up and half wound round 
and half earned by the wearer "When she sat down 
it was m a great fiufi and when she got up she took it 
in her arms, and it overflowed everything, except the 
troueerfl The body wae made tight and she wore 
pmk mittens on her hands Another wonderful part 
of her was her head Her hair is jet black, and it was 
combed up from the back, and two very thick plaits 
were arranged across the front one on the top of the 
other She had a straight fringe and one long tbm 
corkscrew curl on each side of her face. On her cheek 
there waa a large round red mark painted and during 
the mterview she kept putting her finger wrapped m her 
handkerchief very careftxlly first mto the cqpner of one 
oyo and then into the other I reeDy did not see that 
she was stopping her tears until later when she broke 
down a httle more- Her brother who wore uniform and 
a small round cap with a ohm-strap was very deaf 
He and an E n g lish doctor who waa mterpretmg for me 
stood m front She and I sat side by side on the 
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sofa, and the maid, -who was diessed hke her mistiess 
and who had a teiiihle squint, stood behind I spoke to 
the doctor, and the doctor whispered into the ear of the 
brother, who, foldmg his hands before him, whispered 
into the ear of his sister , and we none of us said much 
to the purpose 

Then I took her hand and walked with her to the 
top of the stancase, and then ran to a wmdow to see 
how she would get her skn*ts mto the carnage 

Last night we had such a pretty ball to the foreign 
officers. New hghts were put up over all the archways, 
the men were in umfoim and the ladies very smart, and 
everythmg looked as mce as possible; but I have no time * 
to write more to-day, as I am off to Buimah to-moiiow, 
and I leave this behmd me to be posted next marl. 
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CHAPTER TO 

BUBUIH inB l£Al>BJLfi 
PmcusT 3 TO UuoiB 6 iS96 

WedM*day Fehmary 3rd — bade farewell to 
stay aWiome portion of our family this mommg and set 
off on onr way to BnnnaJa, witli Archie Lord W Beresford 
Major Cooper the Doctor Mr Machentie "Wallace and 
Mr McFerran in attendanoe. A short jonmey by tram 
and half an hour m the lannch brought ns to the Chve 
a fine ship belonging to the Indian Marme, We were 
jomed by the Commander m Chief and his suite of four 
officers and by Mias Moore whom we are taking to 
Rangoom Captam Heit a sort of Indian First liord and 
an Honorary ADC to the Viceroy ifl in command of 
ns. We have our own Bervants our own cooks, our own 
horses cows calves, chickens sheep and quails on 
board. The sea is cnlm and wemakeaproffpfTons start, 
go on smoothly all day and drop our phot m the even 
mg all dme together and then sleep comfortably m 
our specious cabins 

Satunhy 6th — I do not mean to give you a detailed 
arrant of an unc^entfal and therefore pleasant, voyage 
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We enjoyed it veiy miic]i , and altliougli we did not get 
quite away fiom posts and telegiams, we did have a 
ceitam amount of lest All Wednesday we had hang- 
ing ovei us the possibility of sendmg letteis by the pilot, 
and all Fiiday the necessity of tiymg to catch the mail 
on Satmday moinmg, and then to-day came telegiams 
about the new Mmistiy, vague utteiancesupon the Iiish 
Question, and m fact all sorts and kinds of mfoimation 
more oi less mteiestmg Without gomg mto too much 
detail, however, you may like to know a httle about om 
voyage 

We enteitam all the officeis on boaid, so we have a 
long dmnei -table, and foi bieakfast and lunch place it on 
deck , then we read, and talk, and play quoits, and have 
a httle smgmg, and I am lathei mdustiious and fimsh 
off an aiticle uqion my Scheme which has been hang- 
mg like a log lound my neck Sn Fiedeiiek Eobeits dis- 
appeals a good deal eithei to sleep oi to wi ite, Colonel 
Chapman is not veiy weU, and Majoi Chamberlam 
is always miseiable at sea, so that the aimy is m a 
much less flomislnng condition than the eivd depait- 
ment The Viceioy himself is, of couise, qmte the 
saiioi 

This moimng, aftei catehmg the mail, we had some 
horns to spaie befoie enteimg the Rangoon iivei, so we 
anchoied and lead all those telegiams befoie alluded to , 
and latei on, Mr Bernard, the Gommissionei, came on 
boaid, and D and he discussed the Burmese Question 
together , and we changed fiom yachting into Viceregal 
clothes, and the steamei moved on, and eveiy moment 
the scene became moie hvely and moie mteiestmg. 
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The nver itself is simply liquid mud, flowing at an ex 
tremely rapid rate the banks are low and green, and 
no high land is Tisible anywhere All sorts of picturesque 
boats are movmg about There are big nce-boats laden 
with then meroliandifle and crowds of tmy row boats 
with two men in each the boat havmg a very sharp 
pomt at the bow which widens out into two pomts 
at the stem m triangular hiehion the men are eitm 
gmshed m large hats with pomted crowns These httle 
boats come out to bargam with the larger ones and when 
the bargam is made a flag is stuck on the nce-boat to 
show which firm has purchased its cargo As we advance 
we gradually catch sight of the great Pagoda at Rangoon— 
it IS just like a big bell, and is the only buBduig to be 
seen from a distance— and then the men of war come in 
Bight, and the reception begins. The ships are dreesed, 
the ytjds are manned, and great clouds of amoke and 
booming cannon announce the Yiceroy s approach "We 
could only get up to the landing place very slowly as 
the current was strong, so we had plenty of time to examine 
the scene. The banks were a perfect mass of people 
and there were gardens and palm trees and very pretty 
Bwiss-cottage sort of houses beyond them and more 
crowds visible m the distance then on the wharf which 
was laid with red cloth were Infantry Regulars and 
^6\■QIlteeTB and bishops and ladies and town coun 
cillors all waitmg and behind them what do you think ? 
Why the gateway of Killyleagh and the tower on the 
Town Rock, all m canvas but exact representations of 
the sohd stone. 

The prolonged agon^ of omval being over we landed 
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and the Viceioy inspected the Guaids and made a 
speech to the Yolnnteeis, and all the people lound weie 
piesented to him, and I gazed at the Town Councillois, 
whose han is aiianged m a tight Imot at the top of then 
heads with a fillet of muslm tied loimd it, and then we 
walked on thiough the gateway and fonnd oui selves m a 
gieat coveied place full of Euiopean and Buimese ladies 
and gentlemen, and an addiess was lead and lephed to 
I was given a bouquet, and then on we walked to the 
carnage 

We weie escoited by qmte a legunent of mounted 
Yolunteeis, the chaigeis bemg the smallest ponies you 
evei saw a man iide, and we diove at a foot pace foi 
thiee miles to the Eesident’s house Such a diive ’ — the 
stieets packed with a pictuiesqne ciowd of Indians, 
Buimese, Chmamen, Kaiens, &c , &c , foi the numbei 
of nationahties is too gieat to be leaint in a day, and 
aU the people so good-humouied and meiiy-lookmg, 
and diessed m such gay colouis Almost each nation- 
ality had put up an aich, and each aich was double, 
and was filled with the people who had put it up — 
the Chmese aich with Chmese people, the Buiman aich 
with Buimese peoj)le, and so on, and generally, as ve 
went thiough, a bouquet, oi a wieath of flowers, oi a 
showei of hose-leaves, was thrown mto the caiiiage One 
aich was full of the ladies of the place, and veiy pretty 
and smart they looked — perhaps a little like big dolls 
out of a Japanese shop They all had flowers m then 
ban, and a veiy tight petticoat, and their bodies tied 
round undei the aims with a sort of bandage, the 
aims and neck being bare, oi merely coieied by a 
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transparent jacket They either carry or throw over their 
shonlders a hnght colonrcd soft Bilk scarf They look 
Tery decent and modest m their dress for they hare 
no more figure than the above-named doUsi and the 
bandage therefore is quite soffioient and quite proper 
As we got out of the town we passed the houses of 
the richer inhahitants such very pretty wooden yiUas 
surrounded by nice gardens with portihes covered with 
creepers and at last we amved here, feeling quite tired 
after the excitement of the day Not that tho day was 
over by any means Oh no the dinner and reception 
were to come. But I have not yet told yon about the 
weather and you must be quite longing to know whether 
it rained or not It did not ram and it was delightfully 
numy and pleasant but had we kept to our onginal 
programme and had we not waited at Calcutta to enter 
tarn the foreign officers, we Bbonld have coroe in for the 
Viceroy s usual downpour It did ram here for four 
days and the arches were put up with difficult The 
Burmese ones are most dehcate structures and with 
seven roofs taper away mto nothing at the top This is 
the Koyol shape and this is the first trme a seven roofed 
pagoda has been put up for such a purpose. Now that 
poor Theebaw bos been extinguished I suppoee the 
people look forward to secangnoinure Boyai visitor thnn 
a Viceroy so they have given hire the seven roofe. 

It 13 fine weather, but it is not warm and we suffer 
from all tlie prepamtionB that have been mode to keep 
the house cook Toko iny bed room for instance. A 
wide open work lattice runs round the top of it a large 
open archway lets in the air over each door a strip of 
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■n-ood m the centie of the wall sepaiates it fiom othei 
looms in winch tbo same any system is earned out, 
the wmdows aie made without glass, and punkahs hang 
both outside and mside the mosquito-cmdams. 

Theie was a big dmnei of sixty people, which lasted 
two horns, and I don’t tlnnk theie can he sixty doors m 
the loom, hut theie appealed to he one at each pei son’s 
hack, and stdl the punkahs weie kept going. D. had a 
little cold, and I was qmte fiightened about him, and 
asked to have this cold-giving machine stopped foi a 
few minutes, but he shook his head at me, and it went 
on again The paity was cold too , the lOom was qmte 
open, and it was chdly m the extieme — m fact, hot sal 
volatile and a mustaid-poultice were the lesults, but 
we did om duty "We weie mtioduced to eveiyhody, 
and found out exactly what thej^ thought of the weathei , 
and they feaied we must find it very hot after Calcutta, 
and when we explamed with piide that we enjoyed much 
gieatei warmth theie, they weie soriy foi us, and glad 
that they did not hve m such a hot climate I also 
found out that the whole society have been m Rangoon 
about one yeai, which seems cuiious, but whethei they 
have been heie one yeai or fifty, as about thiee iieople 
have, they all feel hot 

I will nOw throw m some httle sciaps of mfoimation 
foi youi benefit 

The Burmese women are gieat peisonages, and play 
a great pait in then households They choose their own 
husbands and divorce them when they like, retammg 
then ownpiopeity and aU that they have earned, they 
aie at hbeity to many again, whethei as widows oi as 



298 0I7B VIOEBEGAL LIFE IN INDIA oh. vu 


diroTciet Mr Bernard told me that -when the last 
censufl came m he thonght the number of Tvomen ■who 
eaid they could read and write was small eo he made 
enqumea and from all parts of the country young ladies 
rephed that they did not like to say they could read, lest 
young gentlemen learning the &ct should write to them 

The Karens whom I mentioned casually are said to 
be the pre-Burman inhabitants of the country Great 
numbers of them are Chnshans and they are a more 
ploddmg and steady race than the Burmese 

You may also like to know that my room la swarming 
with hsards that Major Cooper has kOled a scorpion 
in hifl and that a humming bird has built its nest m 
the silk tassel of a Chinese lantern m the Terandab 
and did not even mind its being ligh ted last night I 
ha're forgotten to tell you sooner that we are staying 
with Mr and Mrs. Bernard. He is the Chief Commis 
sioner of Lower Burmoh and he will go up to Mandalay 
with us Both he and his wife are very nice and have 
been most kind and hospitable to us. 

I must end abruptly here, for the TnailH go off unex 
pectedly and I am called upon at all Borts of odd tunes 
to be ready with my letters. I am qmte sorry to 
send off such a meagre account of my first Burmese 
eipenencea, 

Sundau yih — After a "rery quiet mormng spent m 
the house we wont for a drive before evening church 
Through a real willow pattern garden we made our way 
to the entrance of the great Pagoda. This is guarded 
by two gigantic and grotesque white stone dogs their 
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faces painted icd and bine. Pa'^sing them, -^c A^alkcd 
up a gieat fligiit of steps tin oiigh a colonnade co^cied 
in bv a sciics of scvcn-ioofcd pinnacles I cannot 
lind out tlic collect name foi tins st^le of buikling, but 
flic loofs giaduall} diminish to a pomt, and one sees 
them in all Chinese pietuies. '\^^lon, as m this case, 
the} use one aftei the othei up the side of a hill, they 
look ^ely pretty indeed Within tins covcied way iveie 
all sorts of people with stalls, selling little colomed 
candles which people buy and ollei to Buddha, dolls and 
cuiious to3’s, and paper flowcis weie also foi sale, and 
there were groups of thcblmd, the halt, and the maimed, 
and lepers asking chanty. 

Thenuns, who all seem to be old women, and whoaie 
clad in white, with bare, bald heads, sit by the way too, 
tellmg then beads, and monks aie to be seen eveiywheie 

Eweiy Buiman has for some time during lus life 
to be a Pohngee, or monk He may lemam m the 
monastery a da}^ a year, or his whole life, but his en- 
trance IS alw'ays a gieat function, and it seems to be 
somethmg like the Sikh baptism or like oiu own Confii- 
cnation The iiiopei thmg to do is to remam at least 
me season of Lent m a retreat, but the moment a 
man feels that he cannot keep the vows he letmns to 
the world • These monks all wear the most pictmesque 
yellow drapery, and of course there were numbers of 
them all about the Pagoda 

The Pagoda is m the centre of a plateau which is 
jmte covered with temples to Buddha It is one of the 
most extiaordmaiy and rmqmet-lookmg iilaces I ever 
saw. I could not help thmkmg of the calm simphcity 
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of the Taj and contrastmg it with the ghttcr and the 
oddfl and ends of hnildmgB here I don t snppose greater 
contrasta conid be imagined yet it is very grand m its 
way The Pagoda itself is like a gigantio hand bell It 
13 gilt and ifl 370 feet high and 1 1 000 feet in circmn 
ference It la sohd and was built to hold three hairs 
from the Lord Buddha 8 head AH round it is a row of 
emaller hand bells each one a work of merit that 
IS to say each is put up by a Buddhist to purchase for 
himself some advantage m a future state. Outside these 
comes a row of gilt trees bearmg glass fnuts and lastly 
elephants, and men m white stucco kneel holding trays 
for ofienngs. 

The rest of the plateau is covered with umumerable 
buHdmgB some are seven roofed temples foil of images 
of Buddlia, some contain large bells which the worshippers 
strike when they have done praying The camng of the 
seven roofs is always meet elaborate. There are also 
posts snrmounted by the sacred goose, from whioh 
sausage shaped flogs float out into the air and cells 
built round the sacred peepol tree with an image of 
Buddha m each cell Buddha is everywhere and there 
are often thirty or forty imagee of him m one temple 
ho IS always sittmg there with the same calm smile upon 
his face, and u seldom m a recumbent attitcde 

The strange hving figures — monks nuns, men and 
bnglitly dressed women — movmg about add greatly to 
tho beauty of the scene, not to mention the babies who 
are most attractive — babies in pink sHk shirts toddling 
about or babies unadomod except by a little top-knot 
on their heads they are brown and fat and fascinating 



SS6 


FB 02 IE 


801 


Both men and women lla^c beautiful glossy black 
hail, and aie vci} pioud of it, the men ueai it at the 
top of thou heads, and the \iomen haie then chignons 
lo^^0l do-^ii, and gonciall} ornament them with floneis 

Wc sa-w a game of football going on, which was le- 
markahh pietty and Inely. The ball is made of wickei- 
woik, and must not be touched by the aim oi hand 
duiing the game One man begins and plays ball with 
it, catching it on his knee, foot, oi shouldei, and then 
suddenly thions it on to anothei, who keeps it up as 
long as he can, or until it jdeases him to send it fuithei 
They played this game close to the Pagoda 

We had just time to drne a shoit naj’^ by a lake 
befoie gomg on to chuich It was si'^ o clock m the 
e\enmg and leaUy cold, so I begged that the punlcahs 
might be stopped, but e\en so it was diaughty, and D. 
made his cold m oi se 

Monday, Stli — We left Eangoon eaily, Mis Bernaid 
and Miss Mooie lemammg there, but Mi Beinaid commg 
with us We had seven horns m the tiam, leachmg 
Piome at 5 30 At aU the stations on the way the 
villageis came to see us, the place was decorated, and a 
bouquet 01 basket of fioweis was brought me Once we 
saw a Bmnaese band The bandmaster sat m a caived 
wooden cucle, lound the mside of which di urns of aU sizes 
weie hung, and he played upon these, with his hands fly- 
mg about horn one to the other, and looked just like some 
one peifoimmg a veiy grand piece on a piano. Anothei 
man m anothei cncle played cymbals, and outside theie 
were men who struck spht bamboos together with great 
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preoisioii Eind m eiceUent time The music tves v&ry 
pleasant 

At Prome Tre descended from the railTraj to the 
■wharf throng a beautihiUy made covered -way ■with 
pinnacled roofs hTfe those at the Pagoda and Burmese 
officials squatted on one Bide Tvhile Burmese ladies 
squatted on the other The road "was lined by troops 
■who had just come from Calcutta, and we had also a 
number of Blue jackets with ns 

The river steamer is splendid — its only fault hes m 
the preparattons for keeping op a perpetual dran^t, and 
as the mominge eveuings, and mghte are extremely cold 
as we go at the rate of fonrteen knots an hour through 
the water and as the Viceroy has a cold this is unfortu 
nate Our aceommodaticin is aD in the bow The bow 
itself makes a delightful sittmg room for us, and there 
we have six cabins or small rooms which t) and I Archie 
and Mr McFerran divide between us. One is my 
boudoir and it has such smart funuture — such plush 
tables stuffed arm-chairs gold headed aoent bottles 1 
The dming room and all the other cabins are towards 
the centre of the vessel. 

Everything had been so well arranged for os, but 
imagine the captam s feelings when we arrived with loo 
servants whom be bad never heard od They have ab 
been stowed in somehow 

We ■were thirty six at dinner the first night as we 
asked the officials at Prome fo dme One of our guests 
was a Countess CalUarvens she has married an Italian, 
but she IB a real native who was educated in England 
She iB very hvely and well mannered 
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nth — P li.ad to '^({^^ in 1)0(1 foi his cold, 
Minch was n gicut pi(\, ns (he iniddlo of the day was 
hnelv — ‘'lu'h a balmy an, and the inci so pietty to 
b'nb at The Iiiawadd;s is a fine inci, and, without 
brum \ei> stnkiii" ihe sconce is intciesting — white 
‘'amh shoics, ioek\ banks, fan -sized hills, and always 
])lent^ of tiecs 

^Vc cannot lia\cl at night, so we anchoied in the 
c^cnlng opposite to the Foit of Mmhla, winch is one 
of the few idaccs wheic thcic was a little fighting befoie 
the taking of l\randala'\ I went ashoic to see it The 
foit IS 'snnph a squaic with a second innei wall, on the 
top of which oui ofiicers now have then tents One 
thaigc was made to take it, and when oui men icached 
the top the Biiimcsc fled, some down naiiow’ staiis, 
some diopping ovei the wall They cannot stand fixed 
ha\onets foi a second Close to the foit aie some 
pagodas In the twilight the place is like a gieat 
gla^e■^ald, and I almost wonder Colonel Bakei hkes 
to sleep theie, bis tent looks as though it weie pitched 
among tombs 

These pagodas are not gilt, and they aie all much 
the same size — about as tall as a cottage Veiy few 
Buddhas lemam here, and those that do have lost then 
heads, for t]ie veiy fiist night the Mahometan soldiers 
got m, they defaced every image 

The of&ceiB who have been shut up in this small 
place foi more than two months weie very glad of a 
little change, so I asked eight of them to dinnei 

Wednesday, loth — Another dehghtful day on the 
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river B enjoyed it mncb The scenery vms more 
varied to-day and m the evening when we sighted 
Pagan, it was reaDy lovely This city was the ancient 
capital but it is now deserted and is simply a great 
town of pagodas* They reach for many mileB, and you 
may unagme how picturesque they look They are not 
all the bell shape and are many of them square or oo 
tagonal, each storey decreasmg m erne the whole endmg 
m a point This mystenous-looking town reflected m 
the nver and with a red sunset bght over it was very 
striking I 

The navigation of the nver is moet exciting for it j 
very low at this season and w© are perpetually avoiding 
sand banks. "We have a pilot ship m front, Eind when 
we watch the turns (vnd twists she has to make we can 
scarcely beheve that our great long vessel can follow 
safely m her wake. "We heard this morning that the 
Imxiccddy a vessel of the Indian Morme has gone 
ashore and sunk somewher© on our route. 

We did not stop till after dork and bo I could not 
land. Four officers come off to dme 

TJiunday iith — At about twelve o clock a little 
steamer appeared m sight and brought General Preif 
dorgast and Colonel Sladen on board. The former is a 
very straightforward looking soldier Colonel Sladen was 
the InstEnghsh Eeaident in British Burmah and he 
just returned m time to seo King Theebaws exit and 
remained at the Palace with the Hoyal family durmg the 
lost night He lays the blame of all ThoebaVs evil 
domgs upon bis wife, Soopayu L&t whom the English 
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call ‘ Selina Sophia She managed eveiything, and all 
The mono} from taxes and other soiuces was brought to 
her Her mother, also a ver}^ masterful woman, is exiled 
too Thcebaxi mites that he is very happ}’’ and com- 
fortable, and that ho has e\eu been provided with a 
doctor, so much caie do ve take of him. 

I landed at Mmg^an, the last place where any 
resistance was made to our troops In the distance it 
looked xei V pretty, a town of spires , but on shore I only 
saw the mihtary arrangements, as we had not trme to go 
sight-seeing 

The Ped, a vessel r\hich was following us with a 
guard of loo soldiers for the Viceroy, went ashore last 
night, and we do not laiow if she has got ofi 

Blackwell and D ’s Persian policeman both have a 
touch of fever ; it really is a work of difficulty to get 
safely through the xaiieties of temperature and the 
draughts we are exposed to 

I sat between General Preudeigast and kli. Gordon 
at dinn er The latter is an unsuccessful candidate at 
the last election He has come here to see about rail- 
ways, and has a passage m om pilot-boat General 
Prendergast is very nice He seems to have been qmte 
the right man m the right place — very land, but deter - 
mmed It is, of course, very mterestmg to hear all the 
details of the taking of Mandalay, but I must not weary 
you with a too volmnmous report of our pioceedmgs and 
of aU we hear 

Friday, I2tli — The outlook this mommg was very 
cmious There were the noses of all the junks sunk by 
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the Btrrmese peeping out of the Tvater all round US' and 
there was our own ship Irratoaddy settling on the sand 
bank and m the narrow channel we had to twist in and 
out of these dangers with the greatest care The banks 
covered with pagodas are lovely We were off Ava 
at nine o clock, and every Uttle hill was crowned by a 
snow white monument whflo there were groups of them 
m some places and below a beautifully carved wooden 
monastery Out of everybit of jungle rises a spire and 
it IS impossible to convey the effect of it all You can t 
bear to take your eyes off the scenery for a minute lee t 
you should lose some speciaDy charactenstio building 
Burmah looks rather like a country of cemetenes if you 
imagme each tombstone to be about the sue of the 
Albert Memorial 

We reached Mandalay about twelve o clock. The 
town is three miles from the nver so that aD we saw 
from the ship was a reception hall which had been put 
np for the occasion some Bnfash tents, and next to us 
on the nver a most wonderful old barge It is two 
boats jomed together with a seven roofed pinnacle over 
the centre two large gilt ornaments at the stem and 
two great gold and silver gods at the prow 

We were to go ashore at thrw and before than v.e 
watched the BormaiiB commg and gomg, men and wom en. 
They wore vvry gay coloaia and some of thorn had men 
carrying big hats umbrella fashion over their heads 
When an was ready we maroUed up the steps from the 
steamer to the entrance of the hftll, the way being Imed 
by British Baflors, and through it juit as the '^ceroy 
does at a durbar to two thrones placed side by side upon 
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n They had enibioidoicd peacoclvs on the back, 

and neic ‘'Cl yilli imitation stones, a white canopy, 
the emblem of lo^^alty, was hung o\ci ns It w'as a 
vei\ odd sensation to come and 'King and Queen ’ it in 
this wav, and 1 felt lathci like an actoi in a plaj". We 
all sat in solemn silence, while the Yiceio,Vs salute 
was Hied — a gieat assembly of soldieis, politicals, and 
Bui mans • 

^J'he tliii 13-0110 guns o\oi, Colonel Sladon bowed 
bofnic His Excellency, and said there was an addiess to 
be piesented. This one was fiom the Euiopean inha- 
bitants of I^Iandala}’. It was in a long box and w'as 
wiittcn on naiiow slips of bamboo, which the leadei 
handed one b} one to some one near as he finished each 
bit D replied to this addiess. Then came some Burmese 
mei chants to piesent anothei, and wo heaid the language 
foi the fii st time. It is 1 ead m a \ ei y sing-song manner , 
and with a \eiy long drawl on an occasional w'oid, w^hich 
has a funny effect. The Bmmese all sat on chans at 
this duibai, as D. said he only expected the same maiks 
of respect from them that he did from Euiopeans and 
Indians, so they squat no longei 

When all was over w'e walked out agam, tieadmg on 
the loses which some Burmese women threw upon oui 
path, and , gettmg mto oui caiiiage started for the 
Palace The whole three miles was Imed with troops , 
there was a very strong escort, besides our own body- 
guard, who look real giants m this country of small men 
and ponies. 

Outside the city all the houses are mere matting sheds, 
and the people look very poor and naked. But the city 
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■waHfi are beantifnl and of a noh colour being built of 
broNmifih red bncks They are in perfect repair, and 
form a great square each side a mile and a half long 
The whole wall has a |daui indented border and at 
stated mtervalfl along it are thoee lovely many roofed 
pagodas — large ones at the comers and m the centre 
and smaller ones between There is something very 
grand and simple about the whole, and a moat right 
round it wide aa a nver and foil of water adds to 
the effects "We drove through the finest gateway and 
soon came to a high palisade which encloses the Palace 
there gilded mmareta and ehming pinnacles and golden 
carved roofs began to appear and when we descended 
from the carnage we found onrselves at the entrance 
of “King Theebaw'fi Hall of Audience 

I most, however go back to tell you that two wonder 
ful archee were put up for us on the way They were 
filled with people, and wo Ertopped m each to receive 
addresses On one side of the first were the gentlemen 
who read the address and on the other were dancing- 
girlfl singing and posturing and wonderful to behold. 
In the second arch — tables were spread on either side 
with frmt and flowers and wooden figures dressed up as 
women stood by *' 

The groat Andjaac^o Hall ts oE goJd-< great teak 
pillarB gilt At one end is Tbeebaw s throne and doors 
open directly behind it through which be used suddenly 
to appear and look upon the crowd bowed before lum 
with their faces to the ground "When we entered 
there wore four men playing drums, and I think it 
was one of the most comic thmgs I ever saw The 
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diums were hanging up and had white muslm petti- 
coats lound them, and the men who played them 
danced about and made grimaces, and threatened them 
with their fists as if they weie hving things and as 
if they were havmg a good joke togethei There was 
one old gentleman m paiticulai who seemed to be a 
fiist-iate actor, and who ceitamly had great fun with 
his dium. I could have looked at them for hours, 
were life less full of seeing and domg than it is at 
piesent. 

Then we walked on through the Palace. A marvellous 
place it IS. What is not gold is a soit of glass mosaic 
which is very bright and effective. There aie glass 
latticework sides to some of the rooms, and golden 
piUais, and glasswoik pillars, and great muiois , and 
outside, golden loofs beautifully caived, and more gold 
and glass palmgs, acres of gilt loofing, and shining 
pinnacles, and forests of teak pillars all gold ' 

One very fine lOom has been aiianged by our ofS-ceis 
as a diawing-ioom for me, and it has m it some of the 
pietty thmgs collected from vaiious paits of the Palace : 
fine clima bowls m which the Buimese had been cook- 
ing, glass-work pagoda boxes, containing vessels foi 
water , poor Soopaya-Lat’s triple piei -glass, which shuts 
up and has a peacock on the back of it, and othei thmgs 
which I shall have time to mspect latei. We mounted a 
high towel, from which we could see the whole Palace and 
its sunoundings. It was nearly sunset, and the light 
on the seven-roofed pinnacle over the loyal abode, and 
the glittering of the many smaller ones, and the great 
expanse of fantastic-shaped roofs with then caived and 
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gilt eavea gaye one a fine idea of the size and beanty of 
the Palace The view itself was lovely for the whole 
encloeore within those splendid city walls is full of trees 
the Shan Mountains rise beyond and there are strange 
pagodas or temples everywhere. There is the ‘ Incom 
parable Pagoda which is quite white and whioh rises 
from the ground m dnamishing sqnares and near it 
another very celebrated golden bell shaped pagoda enr 
rounded bv eleven hundred small shnnes 

Just before leaving the Palace — for we have decided 
to remain most of our Ume on the steamer and only to 
Bpend two nights there — we saw some Burmese dancere 
for a few nunutee When we entered the circular building 
where they perform they were all seated, a mass of gold 
and silver and bright colour and then they came foi 
ward in two Unea and danced before ns The row of 
men were dressed as princes They wore very high 
pointed gold hats poised on their beads and held cm by 
straps which bad large gold wings covering their ears 
They had very big silvar Charles I coUars and gold 
and silver sfcifi leaf Kke aprons. Thev were compiet^y 
clothed and verv brilliant 

The women were just the figure* you know so well m 
pictures, Therr dancing is much more interesting than 
that of Indian nautch girla atfll it consieta almost 
enorely m bending about the body mto extraordinary 
positions many of them suggestive of a bad pom some 
where. The movement which is the most admired is 
mode with the arm and coosiata m bending dhe elbow 
the wrong way it looks as if it bad a double joint. 
The dancers all have thin little arms, and they twist 
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them and their fingers about all the tune. Then petti- 
coats aie veiy long and veiy tight, but they manage 
them well. The dance is a soit of play winch goes on 
foi hours, BO we only saw the prelude, and the male 
and female dancers were just beginning a figure together 
when we had to go. 

The Head-quarters Staff is settled m the Palace, and 
we were to have stayed there, but the ship is considered 
more healthy ; we are, however, gomg there on Monday 
for a httle 

Saturday, — ^We went out this morning to see 

the Queen’s Monastery. The central building, which is 
most elaborately carved, is all gilded , and the smround- 
ing houses are equally beautifully carved m plain wood. 
Every house m Buimah is raised on piles, and m this 
case, where the prUais are sohd teak covered with gold, 
the ground-floor has the appearance of a magnificent 
hall of columns At the coineis it is supported by 
carved dragons, flights of staus outside lead up to the 
fiist-flooi, round which, forming a verandah, there is an 
elaborately carved pahng m sohd wood 

We were told the Bishop would see us, so we were 
^taken mto the lOom wheie he sat smiounded by his 
monks. Don’t imagme him with lawn sleeves or an 
apion. No , he had a quite bald head, and a beautiful 
yellow toga wrapped lound him, which was over one 
shoulder and under the other arm This room almost 
defies de^iiption — the columns, walls, doors, ceihngs, 
all gold. About the height of a man’s shoulder fiom 
the floor the pillars have round them a broad band of 
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■aifled camng set ^ntb diamondB or Tvhat appear to be 
hamondfl. At one end, on a ahining dais Bite the 
gm fling Bnddha All the doors are carved mtb 
igurcB m rehef and every little morsel of wood you 
ook at ifl a perfectly carved figure or design and all 
jold The only touch of any other colour you get is 
Tom below when you see the red lining of the roofs a 
i^ry beautiful red it is and it is used m every place 
vhere there is not gold The many diminishing roofs 
ilong the mty wall are of this deep red just tipped ^ 
[Vith gold. ^ 

In the afternoon His EiceDency received nil the 
Burmese iEnisters. He first saw ihean together and 
then had two of them hero separately They were both 
presented to me. The Prime Mmister did not desert the 
King, but saw bun safely oS and has since worked with 
us. He seems a bright old man and he told the other 
when he went back that he need not fear to go and 
see the Viceroy as he had passed safely through the 
fire They were pleased to hear ihat I intended to 
give a party for the ladies and the second one said he 
had just lost his only daughter and that his wife was 
very unhoiipy and could not come but she would be 
sorry not to see me. Their drees is a long piece of sfll'' 
tied round the body the wide ends ImnginfT like a petti- 
coat m Iront a wisp of mushn tied round their heads 
a knot of bair in tbe centre and a white jacket. 

AVben tbe business intemews were over we went to 
see the Incomparable Pagoda The great hall in the 
centre is like what I have described before — a golden 
room with great pfllars jewelled bands round them a 
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big Buddha sitting theie The outside of this is ugly , a 
staring white place bmlt in diminishing squaies, the top 
of each battlemented There aie gold and plam carved 
houses attached to this ; and m one we saw a beautiful 
white marble Buddha with gold cap, shirt, and finger- 
tips. 

We next went to look at a pagoda which I certainly 
hke better than the one at Eangoon, and it is most 
curious The pagoda itself is agam a gigantic hand- 
bell, but without any tawdry accompaniments It is 
all gilt. Foimmg a great square round it are eleven 
hundred white pagodas, or smah buildings, each one 
with a slab of maible upiight m it, most beautifully m- 
scribed on both sides with pieces of ‘ scripture ’ I went 
half-way up the outside of the great pagoda, and was 
dehghted with the view , all these strange white cupolas 
in the foreground, the trees and rising pinnacles, and 
gold roofs and the distant mountams — it made one really 
feel as if one must be diea m mg 

I confess, however, that this evening I feel almost 
tu’ed^of gold I never conceived such masses of it before, 
and can’t understand it aU at once 

I must teU you a httle more about the glass mosaic 
which is often used on the side waUs of buildmgs, and of 
which there* IS so much m the Palace. Some of it is 
composed of pieces of glass imbedded in a gold ground. 
Sometimes it is laid on an open latticework and edged 
with gold. In other places it is cut and set with coloured 
bits hke jewels, or round panels, the centre of them 
being aitificial flowers with glass over them. This is the 
least successful form, but even this is very effective when 
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a ^hole -wall is done ^vith li and I think that when it is 
nmed with gold on the outaid© of bmldingB it looks like 
silver and is very splendid 

There were some very ftmny gronps of people abont 
while the Ministers were here. Five men for instance 
Bitting Tinder one big hat which a servant camee over 
hiH master s head when he walks an occafflonal ele- 
phant passing with his passenger sitting in a basket on 
his back, and a porticnlar elephant steppmg over a rope 
lying on the ground which was the moet comic sight 
of all — he felt it and shook it and finally lifted each 
great foot as high as ever he could as though he had 
the trunk of a giant tree to pass over instead of a mere 
thread 1 

Sunday 141k — I went to church this mommg m 
Kmg Theebaw^B Audience HaD The Army Chaplain 
stood m front of his throne and all the soldiers m hues 
between the colranns. 

In the afternoon we made a charming expedition to 
see the great bell at Mengdoon, which is only second m 
sire to the Moscow bell A mnnHer steamer came along 
side ours to take us there and we lunched on our way 
across the nver All the Special Eeporters, both those 
who draw and those who writ© went with tis. We also 
had a strong guard of eaDorfl, who formed a cordon round 
the place while we roamed about and saw the sights 

The biggest pagoda m the world was to have been 
built here but on earthquake put an end to the whole 
design and all that is to be seen now is a sohd mass of 
brick masonry rent by this convulsion of nature, ana 
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the ]iind-qnaitors of two gigantic lion-dogs w'hicli weie 
to ha\c giiaided the cntiance The sqnaic block is, 
e\cn m its unliinshcd state, a \eiy gieat peifoimance, 
and with wood and inci and small pagodas neai, the 
place IS vei^-pietty The big bell is close by, and is 
half lesting on the giound and half hung between 
pillais giown 01 or with iiy. Lying in the luugle we 
found some caned wooden ladies, who weie shoiildeied 
by the sailois and earned ofi watli a mew to then 
takmg up a position some day in the hall at Clande- 
boye "We had one oi two people at dmnei, amongst 
them Monsieui Andiemo, the Italian Consul, who so 
iiaiiow'ly escaped fiom Theebaw's clutches ' 

Monday, i^th — ^TS^e came up to the Palace to-day to 
stay, and veiy nice and pleasant it is Tlieie is my 
iiawmg-ioom with its twenty-eight beautiful golden 
iillais, and its gold and glass lattice woik sides Theie 
.8 my bed -1 oom with its golden pillais and little matting 
laititions, and m both looms a lofty loof, the lafteis all 
pit In the diawmg-ioom a numbei of white canoiiies 
lang about and form occasional ceihngs, and show that 
t is a loyal abode 

We looked at the ‘ Prize ’ Veiy pool piize it is » 
rheebaw’s ladies were much too shaip foi oui soldieis, 
ind managed to walk off with eveiythmg Theie is 
positively only one jewel, and that is French — it is a 
lecklace of small diamonds and lubies, and an ornament 
m the hair m the shape of a peacock, to match , one veiy 
iig, but bad emeiald, and three large good ones , that 
s absolutely all. Theie are a numbei of Geneva watches, 
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and some email French ornaments but nothing even 
Tvorth buying ae souTemts, for these odds Eind ends are 
European things 

At three o clock D had a lov6e He stood in front 
of TheebaVe throne (vrhich as I told you, le only a 
dais) mth a row of body guard behind bun and another 
row in front and much brilliant Staff around and 
about bim and the lUufltrated on one side and the 
Graphic on the other busy scribbling away them 
selves a good subject for a caricature m their evening 
coats and big sun hata. I was behind the throne look 
mg through some carved brass doors where I could 
criticise the casual node which some ofocers give as they 
pass by I saw the Burmese Ministers trymg not to 
squat and the Chinese residents banding donble, and 
the native officers presenting their swords and then 
unfortunately there was some mistake and the lev6e 
was supposed to be over and the Viceroy put on his 
helmet and I fled back to my room saymg to myself 
Only two Burmese is it a demonstration ? Then it 
turned out that all the Burmese who had a right to come 
were there but had got into some out-of the-way comer 
The Viceroy resumed his place and they aH passed b^ 
but I miBsed seeing them 

After this ceremony plain clothes were put on and 
wo rode out "We visited all the sick and wounded m 
the hospitals such hoqntals I — more gold pillars and 
carved roofs They are really admirable bufldmgs for 
the purpose They ore all raised from the ground and 
are open to the olr on every side Not a smgle man m 
hospital has died from a wound, and aH the sick do well 


i8S6 


A BUBMUSU PLAY 


817 


Then we staited to go up Mandalay Fdl The city 
takes its name horn this hill, which uses direct from the 
plam and commands a great extent of countiy. There 
IS a lOugh soit of stancase up to the top, and some 
people lode, but I walked both up and down, and it was a 
steep puh > Half-way up there is a gigantic gold figure 
of Buddha It is about forty feet high, and it is pomtmg 
to the spot wheie the palace was to be built, and wheie 
it now IS At the top there aie moie Buddhas Oui 
Boldieis have a signalhng station theie, and I beheve this 
18 the place to heai news, for they learn at once all 
that IS gomg on On commg down we looked at a sittmg 
figuie of Buddha which is twenty-four feet high, and 
which has a house aU to itself The whole way round 
this buildmg are hundieds of small temples, each with a 
Buddha m it, and when you look down a low you can 
see these kneehng figmes the whole way along 

In the evenmg we had a Buimese play It was held 
m the ‘ UmbreUa Boom,’ a name which exactly desciibes 
its constiuction A small pasteboaid mountam close 
to the stick IS aU the scenery, and the spectatois sit all 
the way lound the edge of the open umbieUa, except at 
one part where the actois aie collected One of these 
l^uimese plays lasts about thiee days, and the actors 
like to go tliiough eveiythmg m a long-drawn mannei, 
so I felt lathei ashamed of the way m which we hmiied 
them horn scene to scene that we might see as much as 
possible 

The story was that of a princess who was to be given 
to the one out of seven smtors who could bend a certam 
bow and shoot an aiiow horn it. Mixed up wich this 
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simple theme were evil spinte and downs who lengthened 
it out Each prmce had a little scene to himself to intro- 
duce >iiTn he marshalled his followers he had a certam 
amount of chaff with the maids of honour and he was to 
be presented to the king which all took tune Then the 
ladies appeared and the princess (an elderly prima donna) 
waved herself about and began to sing what turned out 
to be an ode to the “Viceroy and me It spoke of my 
dress oa being worth milboDB and of the diamonds m 
my hair and I felt that the eipectabons of the composer 
must have been sadly disappomted at sight of the real 
thing 1 All the actors dresses were very fine really hand 
some, for this Opera is snpported by the State and a 
Munster has or had, charge of the department It was 
a very pretty scene. At first one tbmlrH that moving 
about m a dress which is as tight as it can well be — like 
one trouser leg — cannot be pretty but the women are 
60 supple that tbair movements become graceful The 
prttna donna earned a small fan and a silk scarf m her 
hand, and she ended off her song very prettily making 
first of all on English salaam before us and then a 
Burmese salutation with her face to the ground The 
ease with which men and women squat is most re 
markable There was a good deal of fun m the ectiAg 
too A clown who wore a silver collar and^ a petticoat 
was very funny and the women were charming and very 
lively when they scoffed the nnsuccesehil smtors This 
sort of play would make an admirable eueceesor to the 
Mikado if it could be produced m London. 

I forgot to tell yon that we saw Theebaw^a state 
coat which is very like what the dancing prmces 
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^vcal^ D. is going to send it to the South Kensington 
Museum. 

Tucsdaif, i6th , — We got up eailj^and lode four miles 
to a place wheie maible Buddhas weie being made 
The ride i\as the most mteiestmg pait, as ue passed 
thiough the Mandalay ‘ Covent Gaiden,’ and saw all the 
people buying and selling \ egetables, and the pohngees 
(monies) going about, as they do e\eiy moimng, to collect 
food from the faithful. To put something mto a pohn- 
gee’s pot is a woik of meiit which eveiy Buiman should 
peifoim daily. Afteiwaids I was taken to see the 
palace stoiehouse Although theie is nothmg valuable, 
theie aie any amount of odds and ends pin chased fiom 
Euiope. scoies of photogiaph-books, sewmg-machmes, 
photograph-fiames, fans, toys, and lacquei boxes of all 
lands, and scent enough to fuimsh a shop. A httle 
auction Vi as held heie to-day, by the Piize Committee, 
and I believe the lubbish went at enoimous puces 

In the afternoon I had the most successful paity 
you can imagine I was just a httle afiaid that the 
Burmese ladies might not come, but at four o’clock 
about’ sixty of them appeared, aU swathed m lovely 
colours and soft silks, diamond and pearl necklaces, and 
floweis m then black ban , eaiimgs too, which I must 
mention particularly, for they are stiaight tubes of 
ambei, glass, jade, oi gold, pushed through the lobe of 
the eai^ — they are as thick as a lady’s thumb, and about 
an mch long. Some of these aie set at one end with 
big stones, but some are hollow. D. and I stood at the 
door and welcomed oui* guests one by one They had to 
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come up three steps into the room, and os their garments 
are open aH the 'way down the front, it requires some 
management to walk up with propriety They do manage 
them so well that you never would know that the petti 
coat IS not jomed unless you were told it As we shook 
hands with them they bolted past ns, and immediately 
squatted on the floor which I now find is a most admir 
able arrangement, doing away entirely with the stifi 
circle mto which the best regulated chairs wfll form 
on such occamonB The first tune, however that I sa'W 
all my guests thus seated I was rather startled, and 
wondered how I was to pass the tune for therm I 
b^an by sitting on a very low chair near the Mimsters 
wives, and giving them a oup of tea and abisomt asking 
them a few questions meantime and admiring their 
jewellery When they bad gamed sufficient courage, 
they asked me my age, which according to Burmese 
etiquette, is an essential mark of pohteneas, and then 
we got on beantifully I enquired if they would like to 
look at the things m the room so we all got up and I 
showed them the Queen s triple looking glass which was 
a great success, and they were highly amused at seeing 
themselves on three sides aU at once I next produced a 
musical box, and the ice being now entirely broken tbdy 
asked me to let them see some of the other rooms so, 
With a hriUiant following, I marched about exhibitmg 
Theebftw s Palace to his late subjects. They were most 
cheerful, and said they bad been m the Palace before 
but not like this. 

The next part of the programme was some dancing 
and, still with my tram behind me, I repaired to the 
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TJmbiclla Eoom Tlicie sat on the flooi, leaning 
foi\\ai(l ^Mtll tlieir elbo^YS on the giound and enjoying it 
tlioioiiglily. The pimcipal lady ad^ ised me as to the best 
dances, and I got hci to ask foi them. Several times 
they said to me (accoiding to the tianslatoi) that it was 
very ‘jolly,’ and that they vveie so pleased to have come , 
and towaids the end they told me that I had only got to 
send foi them when theie was any more dancmg, and 
thev would come at once. Then husbands had told 
them not to smoke befoie me, so the veiy enormous 
cigai, which 13 geneiall}’- in the mouth of man, woman, 
and child, did not appeal on this occasion. They weie 
qmtc unwilling to go awa 3 ^ so I thmk I am justified m 
sayuig that the paity was a success There weie also 
some Mahometan ladies at it, but the only pecuhaiity 
I could see about them was that they would only take 
the tea fiom Mussulman hands* and I don’t know why 
they should have this piejudice. They weie diessed like 
the otheis, and aie m fact Burmese 

I must mention one other function, which took place 
to-day. The Viceroy received the ‘ Archbishop ’ and a 
great suite of ‘ chaplains,’ all of them with shaven heads, 
yellow robes, and each one with a large fan m his hand 
^0 shade him from the sun. 

o 

Wednesday, ijtli — D went mto the bazaar befoie 
breakfast, and aU the morning did a great deal of busmess, 
while I amused myself with photography and with looking 
about the Palace. We took a httle ride in the evenmg, 
and ended up with a dinner to the Head-quarters Staff, 
3). proposed General Piendeigast’s and Mr. Bernard’s 
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healths in a epeech Y?hioh yon mil read m the ‘ Tunea 
to ■which they both rephed It was all 'very nice but 
ae the guests were heads of departments they could 
not applaud their own praises and so it seemed to me 
rather solemn 

Htxirtday i&th — I got either cold or sun m my eye, 
and had to go about with a green patch over it unable 
to read or wnte so I was rather glad that I was to see 
the French nuns who are settled here They came in 
the morning and gossiped for some time They saw a 
great deal of Boopaya L&t the late Queen and I will 
tell you ah they told me about her and what I have 
heard from others She seems really to have been like 
a (lueen of ancient history 

A Burmese king is eipected to many Ins half-sister 
so that the royal blood may be kept pure tho'ogh her 
child doee not necessaniy become king — and Soopaya L&t 
bore this relation to the King but she had an elder sister 
whom Theebaw should have mamed and it was only 
because they were already betrothed that his engage- 
ment to her was allowed to stand and to the great ttiih 
fortune of the country she became Queen If the people 
here Eire to be beheved eiU poor Theeba'w's cnmee of coni' 
misBlon and of oruission were due to her be never 'was 
allowed out of her sight never did anything or gave an 
order except at her suggestion He did not dnnk as he 
was said to do for no wine-bottlcs full or empty were 
found in the Palace 

They both hved in small back rooms, mttmg all day 
side by ndo on the ground and if ho mo'ved away 
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she used to tell him to come back quickly. They seldom 
ivent about the Palace, and onlj^ appealed on state occa- 
sions m the laige apaitments. She was a veiy violent 
and passionate woman, governed entiiely by impulse and 
capiice, thmkmg heiself the veiy gieatest peison m all 
the woild, and unable to conceive the possibility of 
misfoitime oi letiibution falling upon her She had 
maids of honoui and eimuchs about hei, and she had 
a wondeiful talent foi keepmg them employed. Sei 
foUoweis weie hlie ants, always busy, always fetchmg oi 
<5aii5'mg, 01 in some waj’’ fulfilling hei behests The 
Kmg had a guaid of women, who weie reheved at 
stated horns like soldieis, but Soopaya-Lat took good 
caie of him, and if he looked at anothei woman, woe 
betide that unfoitunate creatine That she employed 
^ lefined ciuelty ’ and that she toitmed hei iictims 
seems ceitam , and the nuns told me that they have sat 
with hei m one loom while women weie bemg beaten m 
the next, and that the Queen and hei Couit weie highly 
amused at then cues, and tieated it all as the most 
enjoyable fete. A bed, with all the necessaiy machmeiy 
foi lejitmg its occupiei down mto a ceUai below, was found, 
but of comse no one knows whethei it was used or not 
^ A foimei queen and a pimcess had been m prison 
and m chams foi six yeais, and they could not imagme 
what had happened when oui soldieis opened the doors 
and released them. They aie now m absolute poverty. 
As the Bishop said of Soopaya-Lat, ‘ If she liked you, 
she loved you , if she hated you, she bUed you.’ The 
wives of officials hved m constant tenor lest then own 
m then husbands’ hves should be taken. 
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The ntuifl had cnnoos relations with the Queen and 
I thinfr these good ladies have got themselves into rather 
a mess for thej had some large business transactions 
with her The Queen used to send constantly for them 
Some days she made them translate to her all the 
JVench novels that could be foond other days she dis 
played her jewels — such diamonds and rubies 1 The nuns 
described daxBhng heaps of them covering the floor 
Other times she gave them commissions they were to 
send to Pans to Calcutta, to Rangoon to get jewels 
and every other sort of thing that came into her head— 
watches without end photograph albums frames and 
stufEp The ntuiB did it and at first they got paid but the 
last two years Soopaya LAt has paid nothing, and there 
u, I beheve a considerable sum due for jewels and other 
unpaid goods. 

These ladies did a good deal of needlework for the 
Queen too One tune she thought trousers made a good 
dreee for women, so they set to work and trousered the 
whole Ck)urt, As a rule, she wore the ordinary Burmese 
dress hereeH but she had a magnificent uniform for 
state occamonB It was a long and very heavy coat,..with 
stiff pomts like fins at the aides, and it was covered with 
gold and precious stones When she and Theebaw sa^ 
m their grand dresses on the throne the floor of the 
room was covered by a multitude of people all with their 
fiices to the ground and if the Queen saw anywhere in 
tho most distant comer a person who was less prostrate 
than he or she ought to be abe sent him from tho room 
and he ‘ heard of it afterwards 

Bbe gave quantities of presents to the persons she 
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liked, and one of liei amusements ^^as on one of these 
state occasions, oi fete da3's, to sit on the dais, with a 
gieat pile of money befoie hei, and to call people up to 
take as much as thej’- could cany in then two hands. 
Then ehoits to get big handfuls caused hei much amuse- 
ment, and then she would tlnow pieces about the loom 
and enjoy seeing the sci amble that ensued. She would 
go on foi a whole night doing this, laughing to see hei 
subjects giovellmg befoie hei , thus she spent laige 
sums of money. 

I can’t make out that she had much amusement 
in the daytime She w^as fond of music, and if theie 
weie any Euiopean ladies at Mandalay, she used to get 
them to come and play the piano to hei, but they had 
to do so kneeling A photogiaphei used to be sent 
foi sometimes, and he was kept photogiaphmg all the 
ladies of hei Comt the whole day long. Anothei day 
she would look thiough all hei albums, and study the 
Teiy ugly photogiaphs theiem I saw numbeis of them,' 
and bought one 

The Queen wished to ti avel, but she said that, although 
othei^ soYeieigns did so, it would not do foi hei She 
meant, howevei, to make hei childien go about. The 
jkmg was veiy devoted to hei, but was dieadfully ahaid 
of hei Bfe has also maiiied hei youngest sistei at 
Soopaya’s desne She told the nuns that she was 
fond of hei sistei and wished hei to be as happy as she 
hei self was, and so she had got the King to many 
hei. 

When Theebaw left the Palace, his hands weie 
mossed befoie him, and he had a wife on each side , he 
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thus led them oat, and seems to have behaved ■'Vith con- 
Biderable digmty "What a terribly dramatio ending to 
Boopaya 8 greatness 1 Not even a gold coach to go a^vay 
in only a square box of a vehicle m which she and the 
King and her mother all crowded together They wero 
followed by women carrying trays full of goods but many 
of these ran away and escaped with the things 

General Prendergast brought me a lovely Uttle image 
of Buddha, which he said he and the officers of the army 
wished to givp me as a souvenir of my visit to Mandalay 
and they gave D the original and the translation of 
Lord Dalhousie a Despatch when he addressed his ulti- 
matum to the Burmese 

We left the Palace in state at five o clock and drove 
down to the reception hoD which had been put up 
for our arrival there English officers and the Burmese 
kEmsters were collected- The latter stood m a row 
before the Viceroy and he told them then that their 
country had been taken over by the English people and 
that we expect thorn now to show loyalty and devotion to 
their new Sovereign, Then we shook hands with them 
and went on board The Prime Mhnster wanted to 
give me some silk, and Archie a sword hut we could 
not take them. 

The Burmese appear to be a most pleasing nico 
I»eople to do with but some of their very Tirtues make 
them difficult to govern and to depend upon Their pohee 
arc no good and they neither stand and fight nor quite 
give way However for better for worse Burmah la 
annexed It seems a nch country and Mandalay is a. 
lovely place and we at any rate have had a dchghtful 
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visit tlieie. The soldieis hitheito have had an exciting 
time too, but now that the glamour is worn off, they 
have a dull and lather dieaiy prospect before them 
D. has done an immensity of busmess . thmgs could 
not have been settled without his commg here. The 
last act he performed before leavmg was rathei cmious 
and picturesque to look at. He had promised to return 
to the Bishop and his monks some Buddhas which they 
considered specially sacred, so these were all laid out 
together, and the yellow-robed brethren stood by, and 
H. handed them images over to them, and then a crowd 
of coohes lushed m and earned them aU off 

We aie once more on board oui ship, and hope 
sinceiely to get down the river without stickmg. 

Fi'iday, igth — My last entry expressed a wish which 
|ias not been fulfilled We did go on a sand-bank, 
and did stick there for a whole day Oui pdot-steamei 
and aU our men were busy from morn till eve hauling, 
and tuggmg, and laymg out anchors and takmg them 
m agam, and we just managed to get off before dark. 

%he stoppage was long enough to put out all om ■ 
arrangements, and we have had to alter our plans, so 
that we shall not reach Calcutta as soon as we mtended. 

Life ortf board need not be recorded. Happily om 
mail came m, and brought us news of aU our belong- 
mgs m various parts of the world, and our letters were 
highly appreciated. 

As I have nothmg to say of ourselves, it may amuse 
you to know what Theebaw is domg, as described m 
official papers by the officer m charge of him. He is 
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eatly oconpied about the coming baby He wonders 
lat clothee it had better wear, and he has ordered a 
lid diflh set with rubies to be made for its reception 
e IS also much troubled about the nurses, who are 
r ever on the eve of leanog hrm and retuming to 
urmah one having made up her mind to go begged to 
3 allowed to get out of the house as quickly as possible 
3 it would under the circumstances be too hot to hold 
er Another woman who eupermtends these nurses, 
limbed a tree and could not be got down till she was 
oreatened by Theebaw himself when she descended 
like a squnreh 

The Queen expected her European monthly nurse to 
xawl m hex presence but that ahe lefuBed to do and 
iven the ayahs who have done it so far say theor knees 
kre sore and they cannot go om 

There 1 I ha've sent you a great supply of Mandalay 
jossip 

Tuetdny 23rd — The remamder of our voyage was 
anevontful and after a day m the tram we reached 
Bangoon yesterday ^ 

In the afternoon we attended sports. It was such a 
very pretty ffite "We assembled at the edge of a charm 
mg htUe lake, with bridges and islands and green banks 
and fine trees about it and a frmgo of gay-coloured people 
adorning it all First there were races siiteen or seven 
teen men rowmg in a very long and narrow boat 
shrieking and splashing the water with a very rapid 
stroke. At the winnin g post a long stick was stuck mto 
a hollow bamboo, and whichever boat earned off tins stick 
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^vas declaied the winner "When we had seen enough of 
this we went thiough the pawdion wheie we sat, and on 
the other side of it we found tlurty veiy young gnls, 
aiianged m a square, squatting on a caipet theie, and 
leady to iieifoim. The spectatois weie in crowds all round 
them These childien wore heavy wreaths of flowers 
on then heads, quantities of 3 ewels, pmk silk jackets, 
and red and yellow short petticoats, made m the tight 
Burmese fashion The curious part of it is that they 
are all the daughters of the Bmmese aristocracy, who 
come out thus to peifoim foi any gieat official, to do 
him honoui, and they aie all drilled hke ballet-danceis. 
They were sittmg on the flooi, and duimg half the dance 
they lemamed m this postine, swaymg about, and 
movmg then aims and hands, and smgmg, all very 
exactly m tune Then they got up and danced very 
gracefully and mcely. After this we saw some older 
gnls go thiough the same sort of performance, and then 
theie were children, one of whom pretended to be a tigei 
and to eat uj) a pimcess, while a supeinatuial cieatuie 
of some sort came to save her 

^ye also saw the game of football, about which I 
told you before. The men, who aie not athletes oi 
speciahsts of any sort, play with wonderful dexterity. 
The ball must not touch the aim below the elbow, or the 
hand, and they throw it from foot to knee and horn knee 
to shouldei, then let it irm down the back and throw it 
up agam with the heel, back to the shoulder, from one 
side of the neck to the othei, and so on as if it was 
possessed I beheve they can play even better than they 
4id to-day, but they had put on some extra clothes m 
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my honour 17111011 rather enctimberod their moTementfl 
The ball is very light and ib made of iTichenrork 

A dmner and a lev6e ended the day 

Wednesday 24^1 — At eight o clock m the morning 
176 laid the foundatioTi atone of the Cathedral of Ran 
goon Directly after breakfast the Viceroy aaw the Com 
mander m Chief on humnefia At tivelTO Ihad a Medical 
Association meeting, and at one I saw a lady by appoint 
menk At three I ivent to give pnaes at a school and the 
Viceroy had a durbar received memorials and made 
fifteen speeches m reply this function lasted two honrs 
At five we received Burmese Christian ladies and a large 
assembly of Earen ChnstiaDS At sa His Excellency 
went to call on the Admiral at eight there was a dinner 
and at 9 30 a balL 

Having thus earned you breathleeely through a day 
of Viceregal duty I wiU try to tell yon a little about the 
most mteresting features of ik At the foundation-stone 
ceremony this mommg there were representatives of 
eleven different nationahties with their Clmstian clergy 
and teachers D laid the stone and made a nice {ittle 
speech on the subject. 

My deputation was mtereetmg and eatisfactory to me. 
Something m the nature of a Maternity Chanty will be 
begun at once here and I thtuk some pupfls will be 
sent to the Calcutta Medical School- The doctors m 
Rangoon ore most energetic, and are domg all they 
canto promote the work Burmese ladies and gentlemen 
wore present and three pupfls for a midwifery came 
too They are mce strong looking girls, and os Burmese 
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\\onien aie l)usincss*like and energetic, this seems a most 
inomismg i)lacc to malic a good begmnmg m. The 
medical tieatmcnt inBiumah too is especially baibaious, 
and I may mention to } ou one example of it. After the 
1)11 th of a child the mothci is subjected foi about seven 
da} s to a loastmg liic. Wood is piled up foi the puipose, 
and she is neail}* baked and diied up I know that the 
ex-Queen was tieated in this fashion, and I suppose she 
had the best advice that could be got 

The duibai was much moie of a business assembly 
than it IS in India TheBinman lecipe is, ‘When you 
catch youi Yiceio}' hold him tight, and make him hsten 
to }our giie\ances ’ Accordmgly D. was caught, and 
did hsten and reply from three till hie It must have 
been rather interesting, but I had to go to the school 
and heard nothing of it 

The school, which is a missionary one, seems vei}’- 
successful, and certainly the Burmese aie a nice and 
satisfactory people to work for The guls all look bright 
and mtelhgent, and they are active and good-temper ed- 
I noticed one pecuhaiity m then costume They all 
had a loose coloured handkerchief, which was generally 
hung over the shoulder, and to one end of which was 
attached a httle bunch of gold keys It is rather a pretty 
ornament, o Many of these school children had beautiful 
diamonds, and there was one tmy Chmese-Buiman wha 
was a picture ’ — a httle thmg of about fom*, m brilhant 
Chmese dress, trousers and shppeis, with a tight band of 
black velvet two mches broad fitted round her head. A 
bead frmge hung over the forehead, and the band was. 
covered with a design m elaborately worked red gold ; 
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inflide there was a knot of black hair stuck through 
m every direction with artrfioial flowers and her cheeks 
were rouged- 

I gave pnxea and saw the childTen at tea, and then 
1 came back to meet the Chnstian Karens 

They dress differently look stronger and are a more 
persevering people than the Burmons and I think I 
told you before m what great numbers they have become 
Ohnstiaiia — how they pay tiieir own clergy and even send 
out missions to other people It appears that according 
to some old tradition of theirs they believed that a while 
faced creature would some time appear on their hanzon 
and would bring them a bookt and so when the misaon 
ones came they saw the folfllment of the prophecy 
opened their arms to them and are now a large Ohns- 
tian community Their fnendlmees struck one as very 
pleasant They did not treat me as a strofiger but all 
rushed to try and shake hands with me and to make 
their babies do so too and the whole crowd of them 
looked BO happy together They are very fond of music, 

and one of the schools of big girls sang to us so well 
They can sing by sight and each had a book of pon^ 
copied by herself The clergyman said that the onl^ 
punishment he had to resort to m the school was to 
forbid the delinquent smgmg They brought us spea 
mens of their garments and gave us a conous sort of 
gong elongated mto a tube, which they cost themselvne 
Some Burmese Christian ladies also came to see me, 
and were very pleasant and nice- 

D went down to the DacdianU to visit the Admiral, 
Sir Frederick Ilichards and wus delighted with lus visit- 
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The 3 aids weie manned, and the ship was illuminated 
by the clectiic light, and looked beautiful. 

The Eangoon ball was a gicat success It was held 
in a magmiicent laige lOom, in 'nhich 700 i^eoiile 
mancDUVied with ease. I could not help thmkmg of the 
one, two, 01 thiee exits to a ball-ioom with which we 
aie content at home, and counted foity laige doois all 
loiind this one But wheic it shone was m its leally 
scientific aiiangements foi flutation. There it was 
imsui passed , and a Gcneial, whom I took lound the 
‘ dark places,’ kept saying, ‘ "Well, I have been foity 
yeais m India, and I nevei saw anythmg hke this ’ ’ 
‘ This ’ was a long coveied way made of latticework, 
and aiianged with small compaitments on either side, 
shut m with plants and led and white cui tarns, and 
each httle niche just big enough foi two. Need I say 
that the light was of that quahty usually known as ‘ dim 
lehgious ’ ? 

I made a soit of state piomenade down these alleys, 
giTing a shock to each couple as I passed, and discovei- 
ing the Mihtaiy Secietary m the last one. I heai 
I alsp gieatly discomposed a lofty official, who confided 
to a friend that he nevei would have gone theie had' 
Ae known Hei Excellency would pass through. Outside 
these aibocffs weie open and well-hghted places foi foui* 
with whist-tables 

The yaiiety of the costume at the baU was very gieat. 
Theie weie the Burmese people, Jews, who weai a pecu- 
har and rathei pietty diess, Paisees, and others The 
dancmg was kept up with great spmt. The supper was 
beautifully arranged. A gigantic stiuctme big enough to 
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Beat 700 was put up and lined with red and white and 
all the men were given cards beforehand showing exactly 
where they were to sit bo thei^ was no confusion, and 
the whole assembly sat down quietly and were admirably 
served Our healths were drunk, and His Eioellency’s 
httle speech was a great succesa, everyone being delighted 
at his expression of a hope that when he returned to 
Burmah he should find the ladies more beautiful and 
younger than ever 

We got home at two o clock very much pleased with 
everything but D was rather tired — seventeen speeches 
many of them requiring oonmderable thought, m addition 
to all social duties is hard work. 

Thunday, 25ti, — Wespent our last morning at Ban 
goon m eight-seeing We went first to look at the ele- 
phants at work m the timber yards I am never gmte 
sure whether to consider an elephant a remarkably clever 
animal or an extraordmonly stupid one. He does his 
work admirably but then be need not do it at all 
and it seems stupid of biyn not to know lus own 
powers, and to allow himself to be ordered aboui and 
controlled by a creature who looks like a fly on bis 
back In the timber yard all his strength and his 
Ignorance of it are displayed to perfection ‘'In a sea of 
mud on the banks of the nver he great trunks of trees 
which no other beast could move There the elephants 
work obedient to the voice and to the httle stick of the 
men on their backs, hauhng pushing pflmg up and 
neatly orrongmg these fiillen trees as if they really 
understood oil about it — picking their steps, Bcemmg to 
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iindei stand the veiy best way of attacking each load, 
and ne^el upsetting anything oi making a mistake 
We also sa\s an elephant divmg for a lost log m the 
livei, and admiied the de\teiity of the mahout, who sat 
tight while the gieat body on which he was iidmg i oiled 
and pitched in the ^^atel. The elephant, ha^ mg found 
the timhei, laised it with his tiunk and then balanced it 
on his tusks In the yaid they use tusks and tiunk and 
foiehead to pull and push, and aiiauge the timbei m 
heaps 

Fiom the elephants to the School of Ait, wheie 
silvei bowls weie bemg made and wood was bemgcaived 
These two mdustiies aie specialties of Buimah The 
silvci woik IS leally beautiful, but the duty on sendmg 
it home IS so gieat as almost to pi event any sale for it 
theie Theie will be some specimens m the Exhibition 

After this the Yiceioy msisted upon walkmg through 
the bazaars He declares he is kept in puidah hke a 
Hindoo lady, and that he will not submit, and wdl see 
the outside world The expedition was very amusmg, 
and when we had convmced the accompanymg pohce 
that we did not wish to have the people beaten out of 

y 

our way we saw plenty of them, foi they were only too 
anxious to see us, and were also I think much amused 
at oui eccentricities The Viceroy made a soit of tastmg 
progress through the food bazaar. He tasted pickled 
tea, and pahn-sugai, and betel-nut, and every queei sort 
of seed oi mess he came neai, while the Bmmese ladies 
sat aloft amidst their goods and smiled upon Inm 

Then we passed on to the ‘ dry goods ’ department, 
which we found unmistakably Manchesterian , but 
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Mancheater goods presided over by foreign ladiee and 
naked babies are interesting, and klanchester mann 
faoturers study the tastes of-their customers and I have 
some lovely cotton pocket-handkerchiefs, with a BnrlnesG 
peacock spreading its tail over the whole centre which 
are nevertheleea produced by Lancashire looms 

Home to lunch and then a state departure The 
streets were lined with soldiers and were full of people 
and our lost impression of Bormah was os gay and 
friendly os our first KiHyleagh still stood upon the 
shore the men of war manned yards and saluted all 
our new aoquamtanoea came to see ns off and so we 
steamed away 

Mr and Mrs Bernard have been most kind to us 
and hare made our visit very pleasant 

Monday Manh nt — Madras was sighted about ten 
0 clock and by twelve we were enjoying all the excite- 
ment of arrival m a foreign port new boats new 
people new harbour arrangements ships dressed town 
buned in bunting, telegrams coming off unaccustomed 
ropes being hauled about the decks extra sweepmga 
gomg on — a general break up of our quiet sea-going life 

Spoilt children of fortune that we are we fMt 
senouflly aggneved because our letters did pot reach us 
at once and an A J) 0 was bustled off to see what the 
postal authorities could be thinking of However the 
bag arrived before his return, and we were at lunch when 
the cry that Major Cooper is coming off m a catamaran 
roused ns and caused ns all to rush to the side to see 

the Bight, 
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A catamaian is two logs' of wood lashed togethei, 
foimmg a veiy small and nairoW laft, and as the Majoi 
sat on hiS tmy ciaft the waves washed over his feet and 
wetted him to the waist eveiy second Aichie’s ‘Ha-ha’ 
must have leached him a long way off 

I may as well tell you at once that these catamaians 
aiethe only boats that can go about heie mbadweathei 
The lower weais a ‘ fool’s cap/ m which he caiiies letteis, 
and when he'encounteis a big wave he leaves his boat, 
slips through the wave himself, and picks up his cata- 
maian on the othei side of it. 

We had oui letteis to lead, and D. had to study all 
the Madias addresses, but still there was plenty of time to 
‘ look aiound ’ , and we were well amused till the time 
ai lived for us to land We were anchoied mside the 
breakwater, a wall of massive concrete blocks, which was 
toppled ovei like a pack of caids thiee oi four yeais ago 
m a stoim, it is now bemg rebuilt on a new pimciple 
Then some veiy laige deep haiges, the planks of which aie 
sewn togethei to give elasticity and the mteistices stuffed 
with stiaw, came out foi us, with a guaid of honour of 
the ‘Mosquito fleet,’ as the catamaians aie called, on 
either side of them , two of the ‘ fool’s cap ’ men, and 
a flag as big as the boat itself, on each one. The big 
baiges and Ijhe tmj' boats bobbed and i oiled about though 
the day was calm, and we had to get on board with pie- 
caution, waitmg for the light moment to ]ump 

Ml and Mis Giant Duff met us on the pier, and ve 
went down it m a gloiifled tiamway, and weie deposited 
under an avnmg wheie the lank and beaut}" and fashion 
of Madias avaited us I was gncn a magmflccnt 
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bouquet holder with flowers in it, and tho Viceroy re- 
ceived about eight addresses in beautifal boxes- Only 
one was reud and he answered them all m one speech 

Two carnages and four drove ns through crowds of 
people and many arohea to Government House. It 
seemed to me about the warmest reception D has met 
with anywhere The people were more demonstrative 
and less silent tban most Indian crowds Ten thousand 
children were coHected m one place and I beheve they 
were all fed that day by one mtcn Another native fed 
great numbers of poor these were moe ways of doing 
honour to the occasion 

The Government House is a very handsome one the 
weather is warm enough to make punkahs agreeable 
and we dmed in. i verandah, and were fanned by them 
without grumhlnig 

Separated from the house there is a very fine 
banqueting hall and there the Viceroy had a lev6e first, 
and we both held a drawing room afterwards. 

The Madras papers were amusing upon the subject of 
my curtsey and descnbcd how I stood erect and then 
sunk the fourth of my height while the young ladiea 
who passed me slantmgdicularly were unable to imitate 
me BuccGssfully ' 

TutMiay 2 nd — I nsited tho Caste Hospital which 
has just been opened m Madras Many people doubted 
at first whether purdah women would go into it, hut 
Mrs Grant Buff has taken great pains to cstabhfih it, and 
there are already twenty m patients and five hundred 
out patients attending it. 
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P. ^\,i‘^iccciM‘ng natuc gentlemen n.11 the moimng, 
and in llie aft oi noon \\q ^^ent to an iUt Exhibition and 
then dioio along b> the sea. I was not piojiaicd for 
an\ thing so pictly, and [Madias seems to me to be ically 
a nice toMii and a pleasant one to Inc m Tlieie is 
scaiccly any to^n pioper, as cvciy house is suiiounded 
by (jinte a paik of its oiin, so theie aic no sticets, and 
the distances aic gicat, but all these ‘countiy scats’ 
look veiy comfoi table, and thcic is the beautiful sea, and 
this splendid dine along the shoie I also think that 
the outside mc\\ of [Madias society gi^es one a favoui- 
ahlc impiGssioii of it, c\ei}onc looks smait, and those 
I have talked to aie pleasant people 

The ball vas leally leiy piclt}’’ It was m the 
banqueting hall, a loom winch in any country would 
be considered a fine one It has a galleiy lound it, 
and iheie aie two storeys of white pillais suppoitmg 
the luof It is of couise veiy lofty Coloured bauneis 
hmig above the galleiy, and between the lowei low of 
columns were laige icd pots with pietty hghtfeiiis m 
ihem Evciythmg else was white wuth the exception 
of the ciimson dais at one end, and a bank of ice and 
feins at the othci Along the walls, underneath the 
galleiy, aie some laige poi traits 

Suppeijwas m tents lighted by electricity, and a veiy 
pi etty novelty was a hght mside each bouquet of flowei s on 
the table The loses and leaves aiianged in dishes, with 
this aitilicial sunshine hghtmg them up, looked lovely 
The Southern Cioss saw us home 

Wednesday, 3?d — In the moinnig I visited Lady 
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Hobart e scbool for Mahometan girls, and aftenvards had 
a vary mterestmg (sonversation "with a Mrs Firth ^ho 
thoroughly nnderstands the native life her© and ^ho has 
started a great number of Tory useful chanties -worhed 
on most practical prmoiplefl 

The whole afternoon was spent in receiving native 
ladies They oame one by one, and the function lasted 
three hours First, there was a dear old lady who came 
here years ago as a hnde m great state from her own 
home escorted by troope and the object of an enonnous 
outlay and who has never got over the grandenr of that 
day or recovered from the shoch of finding herself a 
widow at aoxteen shorn of all that made life pleasant to 
her Then there was another lady with a sad story 
The money all spent no son to inherit the feinily 
estates and a husband at death s door with the prospect 
of leaving his wife and family houseless and with 150 
rupees a month as their mcome She is a really nice 
handsome and lady like woman hut very unhappy 
I have not time to tell you about all the others 
One grey haired and kindly person said to me I 
am BO glad you aaked us to come and see you for our 
husbands will not let ns go anywhere else and pefhapa 
now tboy will see that we may be trusted out Another- 
told me about the pleasure her brother had felt m seeing 
the Viceroy and how he had wept over the kindness with 
which he had been received He is a great invahd and 
slie Saidithat when ho came back from his visit he had 
forgotten all about his pam Bho woro a sort of gold 
dressmg gown gold and green shawl and abound gold 
hat Bomo of the ladies brought their grandchildren 
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nice little gills All the Indian ^^omcn I meet aic gentle 
and attiaclne and ^cl;| sympathetic, and I long to know 
more of them. 

■\Vc dined here, a large paity, and aftciwaids staited 
ofi to dine hi\ miles to Gumdy, ^^lllch is the Go\einor 
of ^Madias’ ‘Baiiackpoie ’ It i\as illuminated, and the 
house IS \eiYpiotty, so aic the gardens in which ivc 
'-aunteied foi a little, and then came m foi dancing, six 
miles home again > 

Thinsday, 4//;. — I paid my ictiirn nsits to the two 
Indian ladies 

The ncaiGst male iclatne, the husband of an adopted 
daughtei, met me at the Hist house, and suppoited me 
upstaiis, and the old lady met me at the thieshold of 
anoutei loom, and handed me to a seat of hoiioui imdei 
a gieat canopy m an iniiei diawmg-ioom Aftei a httle 
small talk I was put into a heaiy gailand of floweis, a 
bouquet w as handed to me, and' a bottle of scent given, 
and I was led out agam Scent m a bottle was a veiy 
gieat impiovement upon the oidmaiy custom of coveimg 
one with attai of loses, a peifume which oppi esses me 
for the whole day aftei At the next house I was le- 
c^ived in the hall by the pooi old dymg husband It 
was a veiy touching sight He is quite paralysed and 
had to be held up by men, but he looked such a gentle- 
man, and he had a white tmban on with a diamond 
ornament on it to give a diessed appearance to his other 
white garments. He showed me a crippled hand, and he 
IS quite helpless and almost unable to speak, so I do hope 
he W'lll be no worse foi the exertion he made to appear.. 


O 
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The lady and her danghters and grandchildren -were 
all very nice but ahe 'waa very sad and tearful over 
her future prospects and I felt very sorry for them all 
Her •wreaths and bouquets were adorned by the most 
•wonderful tmeel peacocks so you may imagine ho'w very 
grand I looked as I descended the stairs robed m flowers, 
•with a peacock on each ehonlder one perched upon my 
bouquet flower bracelets on my arms and bottles of 
scent and packets of pan m my hand* 

These ■mitB occupied the morning After lunch I 
received the Niaam of Hyderabad who paid me a private 
visit. 

When he had gone I went with Mrs, Grant Dnff to 
visit a very fine native hospital The whole thing has 
been bnilt by one man (the same who fed the poor 
people) and all the wards are most clean and bright and 
cheerful and well arranged In connection with it is a 
leper hospital I went through the fefnale part of it as 
these poor creatures enjoy any httle change, such os the 
sight of a new face It is dreadfully sad to see young girls 
and children there and to know that they must get worse, 
suffering more and more and becoming more an(J more 
repulsive m appearance every year they hve Twelve 
years is the longest time they do hve after they have 
been attacked by the disease 

These native gentlemen have made a •very mce park 
in the neighbourhood of this hospital for the poor of the 
distnot 'With a fomcry on an island and nice plants and 
walks and fountain* They are Eilways adding Bomothmg 
to it and I was very glad to have seen tin# Vhole insti 
tution which is entirely native 


1 Pin nn.’Mp In pnn \on ]) \Mili mine ^Xc 

,nt rncli Mo fio mn ov,n lie is busy 

lu 11 1\ 5>il <1 1\ ''Pt nif^ jx’ople, nntl tins afternoon he (hove 
out to Gunuh vith Giant IhitT 

In tho (\{'nin” them \\ is a state (Imnci, and v*c left 
to ^o on ho.iul (hieeth aftei it. 

Oui (lepaituii was pudt} and cm ions TTc diovc 
to the pK'i cseoited hy Gentlemen Vohmlcois, and when 
W(‘ ftot theio the whole jilace was lighted up with lime- 
lights and touhes, the flags \voic flMiig and cvcijlhing 
loolad most biiliiant and when we had said good-bye 
and got into thcbaiges the ‘Mosquito fleet’ smioundcd 
us in full foice, loobmg moic epiainl than c^er Figuics 
in ‘fool’s caps and niglit-gowns, two sitting on each 
planhj with a bla/Uiig hmc-hght between them, mahing 
Ihem sometimes of a losy led and sometimes of an 
uncarthh blue, weic on c^oly side of us, paddling 
with all then might and shouting Hip, hip, hiiiiah ’ 
and all the othei baigcs m the haiboui had toiches 
on boaid, and the shoic was gloiificd with colomed 
lights, and so we made a most novel and amusmg 
passage to oui ship, and lieie wo aie now' on om way 
to Calcutta 

The Goveinoi and Mrs Giant Dufi w’Gie most 
char min g hosts, and we liked Madias and oui visit very 
much mdeed 

Monday, Sth — We have had a fine passage, the 
weathei quite cool, and now we aie approachmg Calcutta 
and have just passed a P and 0 steamei which left this 
moinmg As we passed the ship was diessed, the 
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passengers oheored, and ^ all waved handterohiefe at 
each other ^ 

"We had Buch a grand landing at Calcutta to day 
For many yeara YiceroyB have arrived at a railway 
stationj but in old hna^ when they came^ by sea they 
used to disembark at Pnneep a Ghat and on this occa 
^on Wl did BO too 

The mw en ic^nc la very snpenor to that of the 
station here a magnificent nver filled with splendid 
ehipe all dressed with flags and every variety of boat 
and launch flying about Calcutta itself on ei^er bank 
and the Ghat covered with red cloth flags and smair 
spectators We went ashore at 5 30 and were met b/ 
the gr^ot offiqala m their best nnifonos and by Blanche 
in Jier best gown, and we walked up the onmaon path 
way speaHng to peopleAS w® went along and treading 
^ upon flowers that were thrown at oor feet 
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